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wpARY JANZ TAYLOR.

Mary Jene ls twenty-ons vears old today. She 1s 2 small
chocol=ate colored glrl, with a round pleasant face, and an
aereeahle manner, hal? shy. helf confident. She smiles freaquently
and exhibhits strona white teeth. Her eyes meet yours sguarly, and
ner jet black hzir has heen straizhtened oy +he process so &en-<
erally apvlied todaye She wore 2 bright.blue aress which suilted
her tvim, neat fiegure, =2nd & fayz rlue srecter which added &
fouenh of wearmth On the lev daye

She had never worked away from nome until abouﬁ one year
azo when she came to live with YMyrs . Brown and zssist with the
nouse work and the care of the children. The rgmily have growh
very fond of her, and ronstantly commend ner industry and patlence
with the childreh.

"Aunt Barbara can tell you moye about us then I can oyself,"
Mayy Jane said. "you can see her most any time up to Liiss Nell's,
She comes up there o bring back the wash. She's been washing
Tor them as long a8 I can remember. She's my father's sister,
=nd knows all éﬁout out folks.

My mother is_forty-nine yeers old. She looks powerful
young to have had *welve children. There 1s three older than me,
+two boys and girls, bub they is 2ll married and lives down in
the same neiznborhood close o home. One child younger than me

died when 1t was 1ittle~ Ji1l Bhe others 1s 1iving. The youngest

3g #hree years 0lde

"I aint never been 1o gépool much. I can read and write 2

1ittle, but I aian't met no further than the third ~rade. Some
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Mary Jane Taylor - continued.

of the vounsey children roeg to school sometimes, but none of

them don't =zo re~ulzr. The school house is & right smart piece
2

off, and mv daddy says the chiliren don't learn much but menness ,

L

and he don't encourage them much to =0, 50 they don't bother un-

lezs they happens to Just want to =zc. ilost of us olfer ones can
read nrint 2nd write = little, but that is 2bout =71 we ¢csn manzrc.
Te lives in 2 toler=2hl=s iz freme house without no waint on it.
It belon=zs to my father's brother that lives near hy. My father
déde most of the hullding znd his brothsr just lets him live thacsre
nd make whnat he c=n on the vl=ce. He done cuit raising tobacco =
ong time 220. Tow he just raises whest and corn and hayv and taines
we can eat.

Aunt Barbara, that 1s my caddy's oldest sister, is mishty nigh
eizhty years old, but she is vomnerful peart, and can ~ct ~round het-
ter'n some twist as younc. She 2lways comes around and tells him
whet to do, advising him like bout how to menase and raise the
children. She's the one that told him to let me come up here and
live with Miss lavry. Her coorx had done =ot sick and she neszded
somebody h=2d *+n helv her. Aunt Barbara had Jone
folks = lonz time. =and she lowed they was the
mould be rood to me., and he had nlenty of chlldéren at home snd I
2ould he gnmared. I am richt =lad I come. T like to stary here.

70 *to the pictures and sometimes I =0 to a dance, t00. Iy
olkxs aint never thousht 1t was no harm to éance like some does.
I takes the children to the movies on Saturdays when thev has the

Wild West shows, and sometimes we stavs to see the pilectures throush
twist. I coulan't go much hefore I come to town. on 2cecount of




Mery Jane Taylor = continuede.

14 beine so far off. I don't =0 to church much. I has to met

Sundeys. =and our folks never wes much hands to zo to
preaching nohow. Aunt Barbara tninks we are =oinsz straieht to the
bad place on account of not =oing. 5She =oes 211 the time, =2nd 1s
a wmowerful hand to ghout.

When I first come to town I uged to =0 right saggrt to a dance
place on the end of rown. but one nishi they had 2 cutting scrape o
out there, - o 1eman T ~owka for told me I better not #o0 no
more as I might =zet = o in some of them scrapes. He is & fine
lawyer, »nd I lowed I hetier take nhis word for it, and I zint been

no more. I stays hers in their house =2t night. I =0v 2 nice room

ans o w»lace can hsve comvany if I wants to. They =ot conveniences

<

nhere, too. I done lesrned o cook on a leatric stove, and wash

h

¢clothes with a leog;c wesher, »nd iron with a lectric iron. It is

- hig heavy irons on the fire nlece 1like Aunt
So. but with 2ll that I aint never zot clothez O
smooth liks hers when she =ets 'sm ready 1o take home
Ltunt Barbara‘she 13 allers talrinz about her white folks.
Seems like her pa was whed she colls & body servant t0 hls ole
master, ~nsd went witn nim to the war, and brought nim back hone
%11led, and they allers thought'a 1ot of him and =1l
ity pa was theyounmest. The land his brother has was
nis pa by will of the fambly. Most of tuem folks has
moved away and lives way out west somewhere, but they comes here
gometimes in great big szutomodliles, and vhen they does they just o
lozss Aunt Barbara dovn with &1l kinds and =ives her

mone? is sure pvroud when she hesrs they is conmning.




Jane Tayloxr = CO
cives mp daddy most all I maies on aceount
~ets most of ay clothas ~ive to me, 2nd
wents to eat, so there aint much left to spend for,
nelps ot home, camse there aint much cash laylinz
ayound on & feym, no mstter koW much other thinmss you zot there.
I a2int never had no occasion to read none '£i11 I co=ze here,
.2 now I hes to vead to the chlldren most every o Th
otz of nice Tooks, and I likes to sit dow
2nd lookx at the nictures , toO.
wmousht about what I would 1like to do i I could
T couls ma-e clothes look like them

Aunt rhare ¥ : 1 couls cook like thet

Then L nETLY NEre.

gne never looks

out Ifron

emount to nouninx

Thsopiar cough &nd =C& il nins ike

that, but nons of then amful 2iseases thst you asve VO & NOSplie

21s for. Thers a2int never nothing exclting havpened to none of us,
and me ars thankzful, camse anful things can hapvzn to folks, =nd hes
nannensd to plenty of them that we xnows about, and some that we do

not. "
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SURVEY OF URBAN MEGRO YOUTH -~ out of sciool =- 16=24 yeurs of aze
made by ‘the Virginia .riters' Project

Enumemtor_&/u/ %‘ M : Scaedule Huuber
- /’/
Date U%//T 20, /940 ity /aﬁ //f%meigh‘oorhood
L 14

1. LIDEHIIFICATIONS , / /
. ¥z > b. 36X \Wc
; __d. 3orn: (1):i0 &2l (2)Yeur .
; ate L) £9\1)8ingle
(2)uar.___ (3)3ez. )i o age at narriage he no,of cuildren
i, Living with (1)Own fuaily 2)Parentul fulily (3)0ther
5. Size of household £3_ k. Howe:(L)}dwmed (2)nented
1. iio, yeurs in preseat comauity 2 / m. Huwe of pluce last lived in
n. (1)iawe or informant, if youth not intervieved
(2)address (3)relation to youth

T —

2e. BuRuitTal FARILY s

ae Fatliar: ae Name %W \7 n/ be Living_ 1/
c. treseat wowe agdress! Jgedn s K Aancey a2 de age__@0
8. 3irthylace da‘ ';ﬁdﬂgée ; '4, LV Ve i T. sdueation 2zt
ge Uccupation he 1f farmer, is he tenant or ouner Tea oS
i. «hat are his interests:(1)Home
(2)¢.urch (3)Copyunity.

e wobauer: a.Birtaplace @444% Zo (ZQ b. Living_ g .. Ce a(€ #i
d. wiving with husband 8. Remurried £, wducution_ ‘21t

g. vcCupation oefore .arriu:e N e R
h. Cccupation since uarriage, if wny outside hous Z o e s Ko
$. .hat are her interests:(1)louse VA
(2)Church (3)Comnunity
G. Fauily: a. Koe.years ia present comaunity_4f 0. o.moves in lust Tive yeurs__Q
c. lo.children living, including self: (1)iale & (2)Feuale__J —~
ug @/a“ﬂz“dz;p

e rio.children ().t houe ;z (2)Under 16_4 — e. Uash incoue gro

3. JDUC..TLICHs '
a. ~ge (1)Started school_;_ (2)Left school /P ». Last grude coipleted 2 Z"
c. uvrades (1)Repeated ’ (2)Skipped
d. .teasons for leaving school: :
uraduated y Yeeded at home rarental attitude sot joo
isliked tescher T'oor health Jisliked subject Other
Failure in school Got married Luck of uoney
c. Vocationsl training: Yrs. taien : Nesired  f. (1)are you satisfied with your
(1)Howe econouics . ' oducation g (2)/ay or why not__.
(2)Coamnercial
(3)igricultural
(¢ )Uther
Z. Subjects studied most
n. subjects liked most .
i. acbivities or .studies you would like to see developed in locul seavel

92 414

0v6!

j. Plans for future (& )3ducational N\ L—
(2)Vocational

o ZMPLOY.LENTS

a. smployed: (1)ione (2)rurtly (3)fully
b. ho. weeks worked during past year (1).vt hous
c. How did you gev your gresent (or last) job




<

d, Cash iacoue during pust yeaur: e, How much did you save during last year:
Youth:Fauily (1)Cash & (2)Property ¥

(
(
(

None s fe
$1-49
50-99
100-249

1)I{ at howue, are you necded therse

S)yway,

3) ‘hat errvan.ements for pay or spending laoney:
(ajNone_____ (b)sages_____ (¢)Partnership
250-499 (d)illovance ___ (e)Gther
500=749 ge To whatl extent are you self-supporting:

Y U-y99 : (1)Complotely, (2)Fartially, (5)Not ab «ll__
10C0-149Y : he (1)ire you sulisfied with prosent situation
1500-2499 : (2)any or way aot
2500=0over : i. Contribution to parentul family $
je Occupationul doscription:(1)Hours of work ~ {(2)To whom responsibdle

(3)Holidays, k. Have you any voice ia eorangement of your vork
1, How amuch training necessury for present job
.11Z gl)Did your schiwool work prepare you for present job in uny way

2 )How
ne wnat other srevious experiencaes helped preparas you

I

i
|<

Sam——

Stm——

|

0. fecord: weekly '
Occupation ' wages Date vezun Date ended Duration

[ ) 11K AP TN *
s S o St Sl N

ge aid received by youth from: iow
Houe econ. teacher ____ Yoo
Public hexlth depte C.CueCe ____.
Employmeunt service VioPaite
Houe agent Relief
Free hospitul clinic Other

p. fesponsible for: Full
Preparing ueuls
Care of children
Care of house
Luundry
Other

s @8 S 48 ga

em——
—
—————

5¢ DnTa FROW WIGRaHT YOUTH: :
a. Reasons thut jnfluenced your coming to eity: (1)Fanaily liviag here .
(2)Friends living here (3)Letter from euployer (4)advertisements
(5)0ther reusons '
b. Did you grow up in(1)City___ (2)Town (5)Villeze (5)size DOPe
(6)Name (7)5tate c. Uid you grow up on (1)furm
(2)0pen country non=faru (3)¥mere
de Length of time in city vefore getting first job
e, How often do you returia n0ie f. Do you plan ever to 50 for good___,
Ze (1)Do you ever send money hoize___ (2)How often (3)How .aucn
ke would you advise & friend to come to the city, i. why

6o LIVING CONUITIONS: A

a. Convemiences and facilities where youth lives:
Slectric lizhts____ Refrigerator ‘'elephone auto Elec. cleuuer .
Electric iron ____ Ruming vater, Screens ____ Aadio ilece.stove '
waghing wachine____ House painted___ Furnace Bath uas stove

b. ko, rooms in houe Ce. SoOCio=oconomic Sroup, d. Family score

e, woekly use of wages: (1)ioom (2)Food (3)Clothes
(4)Savings %S)Helping wamoers of your fumily (6)0ther,

£. When you are sick, wiat do you do,




3
7 LEISURE TIuE ACTIVITLIsS:
a. Three or more uct:.v:. ea,aooldes work, at which you spent mmut
years(1) (2) W (3)
(4). ' i (6) [
be How many times huve yoy one 't.o 'tn.a Jgovies i last moath_ (2)Last year_/2—
ce Do parents object to visits of frionds of (1l)sade sex Z& 2)0ther sex
d. Vo you have satisfactory place $o {1)untort.in cowpuny in your howme EEP
*(2)study____ e, How often do you have fr:.ew howe to visit
f. «#hat do you do usually in tho evening /A
. How often do you go to (1)Parties____ “{2)Dances V] _z. Zazarzdb
1, (1)Do you enjoy menuging other people ___. (2)How
3¢ If 21 years of age or over, are you qualified to vote (1)P01d tax pa.:.d__:/_AAQ___
(2)Registered_____ J. liuve you ever votad k. List of . e vuziiies und papers i.n
hoiag :
1. Numper of'b"qoksl read during past year__ e weues of u fev O( P Z ot

._-—-

- T Times a'btended 'Jolds orfice riela oflice
ijember: lust year (spacify) (spec:.i‘y)

He bhurch__
b, Sunday School
ce Yowng Peoyles Ghrist:.,m ooc:.ety
de athletic club
8, Any Dem. groum
f, any Repub. aroup,
ge Others
h,
i
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9, PLANS FOR FUTURL?

10, COENIS:
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