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The Library of Virginia and the Richmond Public Library are pleased to announce that three titles once 

owned by Thomas Jefferson and part of his personal library at Monticello are being transferred to the 

Library of Virginia by the Richmond Public Library. The books were part of a 1922 gift to the Richmond 

Public Library by Dr. L.S. Randolph, a professor at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. 

 

The titles transferred are a Masonic journal, An Interesting Companion for a Leisure Hour… (1814); 

Monitorial Instruction. An Address (1825), an educational instruction text; and Memorie Sur la greffe 

Banks… (1800), an early French tree-grafting and gardening work with a lengthy manuscript inscription 

from the author to Thomas Jefferson. The Richmond Public Library’s decision to transfer these titles was 

based on security and environmental concerns and a desire to make the works more readily accessible in 

an appropriate environment. At the Library of Virginia the books will be housed in the Special Collections 

Department where they will join four existing titles from Jefferson’s library already owned by the Library. 

Special Collections materials at the Library of Virginia—including rare books, broadsides, sheet music, 

photographs and fine art—are kept in a secure and environmentally controlled space, are accessible for 

research and general interest, and are often featured in special exhibitions and tours. It is expected that 

the three transferred titles will undergo extensive restoration in the near future.  

 

The transfer of these rare Jefferson-related items from the Richmond Public Library to the Library of 

Virginia is not the first such transaction between the two institutions. Before the Richmond Public Library 

was established, the State Library was the custodian in the early 1920s of the John Banister Tabb 

Memorial collection of children’s books. Tabb was a native Virginian and Catholic priest as well as a 

distinguished poet and educator. After the Richmond Public Library was created, the Tabb collection was 

transferred to that institution. 
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The Library of Virginia was created by the General Assembly in 1823 and is the state’s oldest institution 

dedicated to the preservation of Virginia’s history and culture. The Library’s extensive collections illustrate 

the rich and varied past of the commonwealth, documenting the lives of Virginians both famous and 

ordinary. 

 

The Richmond Public Library was established by City ordinance in 1923. The public library’s mission to 

“inform, enrich and empower” Richmond’s residents is carried out through the materials, programs and 

services provided through its nine libraries.  
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