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							Overview

								
									
			
				Blank naturalization certificate, City of Richmond Hustings Court, after 1905


Many—but by no means all—immigrants to Virginia chose to become citizens. The naturalization process changed over time, from being overseen by Virginia’s colonial government under the direction of Great Britain to a federal system administered by local courts. The Library of Virginia has citizenship records prior to 1900 and a growing number of twentieth-century records.


Early citizenship records may contain only an individual’s name and country of origin. After 1906, when the federal government standardized naturalization forms, records contain not only a name and country of origin, but information such as date of birth, birthplace, date and place of departure, method of arrival (such as the name of a ship), date and place of arrival, and names of spouse and children.


		   

								

								
							

						

					


						
							Related Resources

								
									
			
				Naturalization Laws

		   
	Hening's Statutes at Large (VAGenWeb)Full text of statutes passed by the colonial Virginia government.


	United States Statutes at Large (Library of Congress)Full text of federal statutes from 1789 to 1951.


	[British] Statutes at Large (Wikipedia)Information about locating historical British statutes.





			
				Other Repositories


		   
	Immigrant Records at the National Archives

	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services: Genealogy

	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services: Research Guides
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