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Sometimes you have no choice but to face your accusers armed only with nobler ideals. When 

Sergeant William H. Carney kept up the flag, he didn’t think of all the white men who had ever 

kept him down or the system that had oppressed him in his past and would continue to do so in 

his future. Instead, Carney fought for the rights and liberties that all Americans strove to protect 

and preserve. In the face of danger, he maintained his conviction.   

 

My enemies did not approach me with bayonets and gunfire, but rather fired at me from beyond 

privileged walls of citizenship. I was not born in the United States, and though I had lived in 

Canada for several years prior to moving, it was not an easy transition. Teased on the first day of 

school for my Canadian accent and mocked because of my Asian heritage, I constantly felt the 

stings of the crowd as they seized onto parts of me that were different, rather than all the aspects 

that were the same. Yet, when the Pledge of Allegiance came on the announcements that first 

day of fifth grade, as I turned to salute the flag, I did not see the faces of all the children who had 

called me names that day, or of the government that had refused my father permanent residency 

in favor of a work visa instead.  

 

When I placed my hand over my heart and read the pledge aloud, I symbolically became part of 

a nation that valued the struggle for equality in the face of oppression. That same flag that 

Sergeant Carney protected with his life had become an emblem of constant striving and seeking 

for me rather than simply a destination.   

 

The United States was not, is not, and will never be perfect. Even so, it is the struggle, not the 

endpoint, which makes all the difference. Though the flag may fall, so long as men like Sergeant 

Carney are there to keep up the cause and maintain the ideals I realize, I locked arms with him in 

the battle. The frontlines are always difficult, but this nation has always advanced on the voices 

of those who sought to make a difference. Citizen or not, it is certainly a battle well worth 

fighting. 

 


