2009 African American Trailblazers in Virginia History

Claudia Alexander Whitworth is Inducted into the Virginia Women’s Hall of Fame in 1992

The Roanoke Tribune
Thursday, January 30, 1992

Hall of Fame Inductee
CLAUDIA WHITWORTH

RICHMOND - Tribune Editor Claudia A. Whitworth will be one of seven distinguished women
inducted when The [Virginia] Council on the Status of Women presents its 2nd Annual Women’s Hall of
Fame Awards on Friday, March 20, at the Richmond Marriott. There will be a reception at 6:30 p.m. and
the banquet will begin at 7:00 p.m. A press conference will be held during the reception.

The Hall of Fame, was founded in March 1991, by the Council and the Business and Professional
Women’s Foundation to honor and recognize distinguished women from Virginia who have contributed
to the improvement and general welfare of the state. Governor L. Douglas Wilder, proclaimer of
Women’s History Month in Virginia, has been invited to preside over the induction.

The other six inductees are: Sister M. Majella Berg, Clara Mortenson Beyer, Susanna M. Capers,
Dr. Lisa G. Kaplowits, Supreme Court Justice B. Lacy and Lila H. M. Valentine. The Council received
overwhelming responses from numerous women’s organizations, educational institutions and corporate
entities in support of this event and over forty nominations were received for consideration for induction
into the Hall of Fame.

This year the Council has added a special Virginia Corporate Achievement Award category.
These corporations have identified top women achievers to receive this honor. Central Fidelity Bank-
Deborah J. Brooks, Corporate Executive Officer; Signet Bank-Thalia K. Poland, Branch Operations
Officer; Blue Cross & Blue Shield-Phyliss Marstiller, President; Virginia Power-Irene M. Moszer, Vice
President of Information Systems; and Phillip Morris-Diane Roberts, Manager of Affirmative Action.

The Virginia Council on the Status of Women (VCSW) is a gubernatorial appointed statewide
commission dedicated to promoting the welfare and interests of Virginia women through the coordination
of leadership development programs, regional meetings, dissemination of educational information and
other professional networking opportunities. One of the organization’s objectives is to promote
meaningful partnerships and coalition opportunities between state agencies, women organizations and
corporations/business entities throughout the state.

Last year’s Hall of Fame Ceremony was celebrated with a standing room only audience at the
State Capitol in recognition of the 1992 proclamation of March as Women’s History Month in Virginia.
The seven 1991 inductees were Mary Tyler Cheek, Mary Hatwood Futrell, Ellen Glasgow, Dorothy S.
McDiarmid, Yvonne Miller, Eva S. Teig and Maggie L. Walker.

Formal invitations will be mailed on February 1. Individual tickets for the banquet are $25 and a
table of 10 is is $250. The deadline for purchase of tickets is February 14. Checks should be made
payable to: Virginia Council on the Status of Women, c/o Donna A. Pickett, Chairperson, P. O. 26666,
Richmond, VA 23261. For additional information call Donna A. Pickett (VCSW) at (804) 771-4797 or
Karl Bren, Program Committee at (804) 782-1986.

Source: Roanoke Tribune, January 20, 1992
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