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“Women Shifting the Balance”

TURTLE TALK EDITORIAL

“Uniting the world one heart at a time” is one of my favorite mottos of the Baha’i Faith.
But such global unity is contingent upon the eradication of millions of years of multiple
prejudices which have hopelessly divided the human race since its infancy and which today, in
mankind’s coming of age, poses the greatest threat to our national, international and global
security as well as our economic and ecological survival.

One such prejudice to our detriment has resulted in the elimination of women from top
positions of power in the business, corporate, religious and political arenas, a situation which is
finally changing with the strong women’s movement of today which is gaining momentum each
year.

For the second year in a row Virginia Governor L. Douglas Wilder has proclaimed March
as Women’s History Month, and the trend is fast becoming nationwide.

Over 140 years ago Baha’u’llah, Prophet/Founder of the Baha’i Faith, made the
staggering claim that women should be regarded as the equals of men and should enjoy equal
rights and privileges, equal education and equal opportunities.

As unpopular as that concept is even today, imagine how outrageous it must have been
when spoken 140 years ago—and in Iran (Persia) of all places!

“In fact,” he contends, “the education of girls is even more important than that of boys as
girls will soon become mothers, the first teachers of the next generation.”

Through recent events and observances | have been made poignantly aware of the
universal “sisterhood” of women which transcends many man made barriers that the
“brotherhood” of men seems unable to span.

From the Baha’i writings we are reminded, “The world in the past has been ruled by
force, and man has dominated over woman by reason of his more forceful and aggressive
qualities both of body, and mind. But the balance is already shifting; force is losing its
dominance, and mental alertness, intuition, and the spiritual qualities of love and service, in
which woman is strong, are gaining ascendancy.”

When woman’s point of view receives due consideration and woman’s will is allowed
adequate expression in the arrangement of social affairs, we may expect great advancement in
matters which have often been grievously neglected under the old regime of male dominance—
such matters as health, temperance, peace, and regard for the value of the individual life.
Improvements in these respects will have very far-reaching and beneficent effects.

Women must go on advancing, said Abdu’l Baha. They must extend their knowledge of
science, literature, history, for the perfection of humanity. Erelong women will receive their
rights and men will see women in [earnest], bearing themselves with dignity, demanding equal
opportunities.

Hence the new age will be an age less masculine and more permeated with feminine
ideas, he contends. An age in which the masculine and feminine elements of civilization will be
more evenly balanced.

Source: Roanoke Tribune, April 2, 1992
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