
ANNUAL UPDATE

THANK YOU FOR MAKING THE 
LIBRARY’S WORK POSSIBLE!HIGHLIGHTS

WEINSTEIN AUTHOR SERIES BRINGS  
FOUR POWERFUL AUTHORS AND BOOKS  
TO THE LIBRARY
Nearly 1,000 people enjoyed Weinstein Author 

Series talks with Karen Cox, Alexis Coe, Dr. 

Samantha Rosenthal and Kristen Green. Topics 

ranged from an untraditional look at one of our 

founding fathers to the resilient LGBTQ+ community 

in Roanoke and the history of monuments and 

the slave trade in Richmond. This series is made 

possible with generous support from the Carole 

Weinstein Endowment for Virginia Authors. 

WAR, REMEMBRANCE AND THE  
POWER OF RECORDS 
In April, the National Endowment for the 

Humanities awarded the Library a significant 

$315,000 grant for a three-year project to digitize 

and begin to make accessible 250,000 WWII 

separation notices. The overall project is a five-year 

initiative that will require additional funding to 

widely promote accessibility and transcription of 

these important family and historical records.

in circulation WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
AT THE LIBRARY
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1. Author and journalist Kristen Green signed copies of her new book, The Devil’s Half 
Acre: The Untold Story of How One Woman Liberated the South’s Most Notorious Slave 
Jail, after her Carole Weinstein Author Series talk at the Library on April 14, 2022. 

Photograph by Ben White. 

2. On April 28, 2022, in the Library’s East Reading Room, Governor Glenn Youngkin 

signed the Virginia Literacy Act into law in front of students from Richmond’s Martin 

Luther King Jr. Middle School and other guests. The bipartisan effort will help address 

lagging reading rates in the commonwealth’s classrooms. 

3. Historian and author Gregory D. Smithers presented a talk on his new book, Reclaiming 
Two-Spirits: Sexuality, Spiritual Renewal & Sovereignty in Native America, at the Library on 

April 26, 2022.

4. On May 3, 2022, Bill Leighty, senior strategic advisor at the L. Douglas Wilder School 

of Government and Public Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth University, gathered a number 

of Virginia’s former Secretaries of Administration at the Library for a briefing on state 

construction projects in and around Capitol Square, followed by a hard-hat tour of the 

new General Assembly Building, slated to open later this year. front row, left to right: Bill 

Leighty, Nancy Rodrigues, Lisa Hicks Thomas, Viola Baskerville, Sandra Bowen, and Carolyn 

Moss. back row, left to right: Mike Thomas, Grindly Johnson, Bryan Slater, and Don Moseley. 

5. Meredith Henne Baker presented a talk on “Garden Clubs Make History: How Virginia’s 

Gardening Women Changed a State” at the Library on April 28, 2022. An author and 

independent scholar, she conducted research on the subject at the Library as a Virginia 

Humanities Research Fellow during the autumn of 2021. 
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THE LIFE AND WORK OF 
LOUIS HYME FREEMAN JR.
In 2019, the Library acquired a large collection 

from local Black freelance photographer L.H. 

Freeman Jr., who lived in Richmond’s Jackson 

Ward neighborhood. The collection contains 

more than 20,000 negatives documenting 

Freeman’s community during the 1940s–1970s. 

In fall 2021, the Library received a grant 

from the Shelton H. Short, Jr. Trust to begin 

digitizing the collection and using community 

crowdsourcing to identify the people, places 

and events photographed.

TRANSFORMING THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES AND MUSEUMS
Last summer, the Library welcomed six undergraduate students for a 10-week intensive 

experience to explore career and education options, develop skills and experience, 

connect with professionals and reflect on possibilities within cultural institutions. Each 

of the interns worked on 

a specific project with 

their supervisor in their 

area of interest. The 

2022 summer cohort 

was supported in part by 

EBSCO, the Universal 

Leaf Foundation, and 

other Library supporters.

FISCAL YEAR 2022 
(July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022)

In 2023, the Library will celebrate its 200th anniversary with a 
series of educational programs, special events and exhibitions 
that build on the Library’s historic past while looking toward 
its third century of public service as the oldest cultural state 
institution in the commonwealth.

Watch for these anchor activities in 2023:
  Statewide outreach vehicle in YOUR community

  Anniversary exhibition and multimedia experience

  Star-studded Virginia Literary Awards Celebration

THE LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA CELEBRATES 200 YEARS!

BY THE NUMBERS
behind the scenes titles are discoverable in one place. I enjoy speaking about our map collection, 

leading map workshops, and giving presentations about maps and cartographic 

history. I really think of myself as a map historian. 

Have you worked with any particularly unusual or memorable maps?

CF: My favorite maps to research and study are from the colonial and Early 

Republic period. I enjoy discovering the kinds of information diffused from 

maps, how they are made, and learning 

about those who made them. The making 

of a map involves several people and 

processes, and I find that fascinating. 

Is there anything that would surprise 

people about the work that you do?

CF: I think how multifaceted the work 

is and the sheer amount of knowledge 

you have to gain in order to do this 

kind of work correctly. There is a lot of 

background work that gets done before a map or map collection appears in 

our catalog. n

I enjoy giving 

presentations about 

maps and cartographic 

history. I really think 

of myself as a map 

historian. 
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Help Preserve Virginia’s History! 
Your support helps the Library care for its world-class Special 
Collections, which include maps, architectural drawings, 
rare books, and private papers. Please consider making a gift 
at www.lva.virginia.gov/donate.

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
With your gift of $100 or more, you can join one of the Library of Virginia 
Foundation’s affinity groups like the Fry-Jefferson Map Society, which is 
for individuals interested in developing, enhancing, and promoting the 
cartographic collections of the Library. To learn more, contact Elaine 
McFadden at 804.692.3592 or elaine.mcfadden@lva.virginia.gov.

CARING FOR THE COLLECTION

above: Farrell returns a map to the storage area in the archival stacks.

below: One of Farrell’s favorite items in the collection is this 1676 

miniature map by English cartographer and historian John Speed entitled 

Virginia and Maryland. Only 8 x 12 centimeters in size (or a bit over 3 by 

a bit under 5 inches), the map is oriented with the north at the right.
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VOLUNTEER FOR A RESEARCH SPRINT
History Unfolded: 
U.S. Newspapers & the Holocaust
With help from volunteer researchers, since 2020 the Library 

of Virginia has contributed historical resources to “History 

Unfolded,” a national project from the United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum. By examining historical newspapers, this 

project explores what Americans knew about the Holocaust and 

how they responded. The research is structured around specific 

events—such as the German government passing the Nuremberg 

Race Laws on September 15, 1935—that were likely to be 

covered in U.S. newspapers, from large daily papers in major 

cities to small weekly publications in rural communities.

The Library’s research sprint volunteers receive an 

orientation to the History Unfolded project from USHMM staff 

members, and Library staff members demonstrate how to 

research these events using our historical newspaper resources. 

Participants find related articles in Library newspaper collections 

and submit them to the project. Once reviewed and approved, 

the articles form a research database that can be used by 

researchers, educators, and students, as well as by the museum 

as it prepares exhibitions and educational materials. 

For virtual research sprints, the Library has used Newspaper 

Archive (an online historical newspaper database provided to 

all Virginians with a Library account) and Virginia Chronicle (our 

freely accessible newspaper database). The virtual format has 

allowed us to interact with volunteers throughout the state, and 

will be continued this year.

However, our research sprints were originally planned as 

in-person events to make use of the microfilmed newspaper 

collections on-site at the Library, which are even more 

extensive than our digitized collections. With the easing of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we are finally be able to host our USHMM 

colleagues and our incredible volunteers for two in-person 

research sprints in 2022—one that was held on June 4 and 

one to come on October 1. 

Join us for a research sprint to sharpen your research skills 

and learn more about how the events of the Holocaust were 

covered by newspapers in Virginia.

2022 Research Sprints 

Virtual | Wednesday, July 27, 5:30–7:30 pm 

In-person | Saturday, October 1, 12:00–2:00 pm

Registration required: bit.ly/LVA-historyunfolded

Make some history with us!
View all of our crowdsourcing projects at                        

virginiamemory.com/makinghistory 

Sign up for an account on fromthepage.com

Join our workspace to connect with Library staff members 

and other transcribers at bit.ly/TranscribeSlack

Transcribe Library of Virginia documents at                  

fromthepage.com/lva

Register for a Transcribe-a-thon event 

2022 Transcribe-a-thon Schedule

Virtual Sessions | Wednesday evenings, 5:30–7:30 pm

July 13, Aug. 10, Sep. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9 & Dec. 14

Registration required: bit.ly/makinghistory-virtual

In-person Sessions | Saturday afternoons, 12:00–2:00 pm

July 23, Aug. 27, Sept. 24 (Transcribe-a-versary Celebration), 

Oct. 22 & Nov. 19 

Registration required: bit.ly/makinghistory-inperson
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800 East Broad Street | Richmond, Virginia 23219 www.lva.virginia.gov

WEB PAGE VIEWS

5,517,515

VOLUNTEER TRANSCRIBERS 

7,224

USER WEBSITE SESSIONS

2,002,803

PAGES TRANSCRIBED

4,490,635

ESTIMATED TOTAL ITEMS 
IN LVA COLLECTION 

131,891,962

SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS

Facebook TwitterInstagram

13,042 4,354 7,449

IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL 

PROGRAM ATTENDEES

5,247
RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 16,177
TOTAL NUMBER OF ITEMS ADDED 
TO THE COLLECTION

2,799,044

COLLECTION ITEMS 
CONSERVED 

30 PROJECTS  
TOTALLING  
17,171 PAGES

GIVING & BENEFITS
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Library of Virginia Online Donation Page
www.lva.virginia.gov/donate

SUPPORT YOUR 
LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA

Though millions of people from across the country and around the world use the 

Library’s collections for research, the Library is only partially funded by the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. The Library relies on individuals like you to help support 

its programs, collections, education activities, and outreach initiatives. Become a 

member today to help us continue to share Virginia's history and literature with 

the world. Membership is tax-deductible and offers many benefits. In gratitude for 

your support, the Library of Virginia Foundation extends the following benefits to all 

donors of $100 or more:

Priority seating at Library events

One free Library workshop per year

10% discount at the Virginia Shop

Discounted tickets to Library programs 

Invitations to members-only lectures and events

One-year print subscription to Broadside magazine

Recognition in the Library’s annual list of donors on our lobby display

The best benefit of all? Ensuring the continued legacy of Virginia’s history and culture.

To learn more about the benefits of membership, contact Dawn Greggs at 
804.692.3813. 

	

n	

n

 
n

 

n

n

n

n

Make a significant investment to aid the 

Library in its mission to acquire, preserve, 

and promote access to unique collections of 

Virginia’s history and literature. Donors whose 

annual giving totals $1,000 or more become 

members of the Semper Virginia Society.

Join fellow donors at exclusive Semper 

Virginia programs, events, and travel 

opportunities. To learn more, please contact 

Elaine McFadden at 804.692.3592 or  

elaine.mcfadden@lva.virginia.gov.

SEMPER VIRGINIA SOCIETY

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU
Email us: 
elaine.mcfadden@lva.virginia.gov

Connect with us: 

Keep up to date by checking our 
event calendar: 
www.lva.virginia.gov/eventscalendar

78,412,500
40,615,500
8,738,977
2,304,402
1,086,864 

673,500 
54,753 
4,903 

563

State Records

Local Records

 

General Book Collection

Visual Studies Collection

Federal Records 

Map Collection

DVD/VHS/Audio 

State Art Collection 

Rare Book and Private 
Manuscripts Collection

LIBRARY CARD HOLDERS

14,440

INCLUDING TEXT CORRECTIONS 


