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Preserving
Virginia’s History

The State Historical Records 
Advisory Board (shrab) 
works to preserve Virginia’s 
irreplaceable documentary 
heritage. Letters, photographs, 
diaries, and court records, 
among other materials, tell 
the stories of the past. shrab 
works with record keepers 
throughout Virginia—at local 
historical societies, archival 
institutions, museums, and 
other organizations—to save endangered records, preserve 
them, and make them available to all researchers. 
Ultimately, these records help illuminate the history of 
the commonwealth and the nation.

The board is the central advisory body for historical 
records planning in Virginia. It promotes practices that 
ensure preservation of and access to the commonwealth’s 
public and private historical records. Under the direction 
of the state archivist, it publishes and sponsors surveys 
of conditions and needs of historical records in the state, 
reviews records and grant proposals by institutions in 
the state, and makes recommendations to the National 
Historical Publications and Records Commission (nhprc).

Preservation

shrab promotes an understanding of the importance 
of Virginia’s historical records and works to ensure 
their preservation. The board encourages adherence to 
archival and records management principles through 
meetings and workshops.

shrab encourages the management of public and private 
records. The board surveys repositories, supports the 
Library of Virginia’s records management program, and 
promotes the sharing of collection information. shrab 
encourages the preservation of private records, especially 

those records for which there is no centralized repository 
(such as business records).

shrab solicits, develops, and reviews proposals for nhprc 
grant projects.

shrab fosters the development of electronic records 
systems and disaster plans, thereby insuring the 
preservation of historically valuable information. 

Access

shrab promotes access to records consistent with the 
public interest, right to access, and privacy protection law.

shrab fosters cooperative networks among repositories 
dealing with historical records.

Education

shrab encourages the professional development of 
archivists, curators, volunteers, and others dedicated to 
the task of caring for Virginia’s documentary heritage.

shrab sheds light on the value of historical records in 
the commonwealth through presentations, publications, 
workshops, and other outreach activities.

Recent Virginia Grants

2011- Library of Virginia, Richmond: A $12,688 State 
and National Archival Partnership Grant to support 
activities of the State Historical Records Advisory Board, 
including Archives Month and outreach programs on 
preserving Virginia’s documentary heritage. 

2010- Library of Virginia, Richmond: $150,000 to 
support the digital imaging of Augusta County Chancery 
Causes, 1745-1912. The collection contains an estimated 
800,000 court records that document the rich history 
of Augusta County and its inhabitants. The cases may 
contain plats, correspondence, wills, publications, 
photographs, and architectural drawings.

2010- Library of Virginia, Richmond: A $17,149 State 
and National Archival Partnership Grant to support 
activities of the State Historical Records Advisory Board, 
including Archives Month and outreach programs on 
preserving Virginia’s documentary heritage. 

2010– George Mason University, Fairfax: $24,750 to 
arrange, describe, and preserve the photographs of Oliver 
F. Atkins and Arthur E. Scott. The collections contain 
60,000 images of important 20th century political 
figures, historical events taking place in Washington, 
D.C., and scenes of American life.

2009– Library of Virginia, Richmond. A $19,994 State 
and National Archival Partnership Grant to support 
activities of the State Historical Records Advisory Board, 
including Archives Month and outreach programs on 
preserving Virginia’s documentary heritage. 

Other Sources Of Grant Support

Institute of Museum and Library Services
(www.imls.gov)

National Endowment for the Humanities, Preservation 
Assistance Grants for Smaller Institutions
(www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/pag.html)

National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
(www.archives.gov/grants)

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities and Public Policy 
(www.virginia.edu/vfh)

Virginia Genealogical Society 
(www.vgs.org/awards.htm)

• • •

Visit the Library of Virginia’s Web site at 
www.lva.virginia.gov for additional information 
about the Virginia State Historical Records Advisory 
Board, including the board’s strategic plan. 
Meetings of the board are open to the public.


