
Bear Run 

Proposal Information 
Proposed name Bear Run 
Proposal type new name for unnamed feature 
Current official name N/A 
GNIS ID N/A 
Proponent Michael Pelton; Middlebrook, VA 
Date proposed 6/18/2023 
BGN case number 6080 
Quarterly Review List 452 

Feature Details 

Primary coordinates 37.9993, -79.34906 
Secondary coordinates 38.01982, -79.35765 
Feature class stream 
Feature size 1.7 mi. long 
Feature description heads on the SE side of Little North Mountain 3.5 mi SW of 

McKinley, flows SE into Walker Creek 0.8 mi. NE of Zack 
Name history named for bears seen in the area 
USGS primary topo map Brownsburg 1:24,000 (mouth) 
State(s) Virginia 
County(s) Rockbridge County, Augusta County 
Land ownership private 

BGN decisions 
• None

Other Names
• Unpublished names: None found

• Published names: None found

Case Summary 

The new name Bear Run is proposed for an unnamed 1.7-mile-long tributary of Walker Creek in Rockbridge 
County and Augusta County.  In 1999, the proponent purchased land that includes the stream’s source and its 
upper 0.75 miles, and in 2003 placed the land into a permanent conservation easement.  He states that the 
name “can raise awareness of the respect it deserves and help others see the importance of keeping it clean.” 

GNIS lists a stream named Bear Branch 15 miles to the southeast in Augusta County; this stream is across the 
Shenandoah Valley on the Blue Ridge. 

Stakeholder Input 

Local government Rockbridge County 
Augusta County 

State Names Authority Virginia 
Federal Agency n/a 

Federally Recognized Tribes 
All federally recognized Tribes 
contacted under Policy X 

Other 

Approved, July 11, 2024





Domestic Geographic Name Proposal Form 
The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible for standardizing the names of geographic features 
within the 50 States and in other areas under the sovereignty of the United States. The BGN retains the legal 
authority t o promulgate all official names and locations of natural features (e.g. mountains, rivers, valleys), as well as 
canals, channel s, reservoirs, and other  select feature types. 

This form is to propose a new name or name, spelling, or application change for a geographic feature for Federal 
use. A proponent should carefully review the proposal prior to submission to ensure that it is consistent with the 
BGN policies. Please note all fields with a red outline are required prior to submitting this form. 

The proponent should also be aware that the entire proposal—including personal identifying information and any 
associated correspondence—is in the public domain and may be made publicly available at any time. 

Submit 
Proposal: 

1. Email this form and supporting
documentation to: BGNEXEC@usgs.gov

i. Save PDF as ‘ST_GeographicNam e’
for example ‘CO_BearCreek’ 

ii. Email Subject: ST_GeographicName

OR 2. Send by mail to:
U.S. BGN Executive Secretary, Domestic Names
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-523
Reston, VA 20192

Y N 

Please note that anything submitted by mail will delayed. 

Contact Us: 
BGNEXEC@us gs.gov 

Naming Basics 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

Proposed Name: 

Is this name in current local use? 

Y N 

What is the Feature Class?

Is this to change an existing name? 

If yes, please provide the official name and Feature ID 
as it appears in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS). 

GNIS Name: 

Feature ID: 

Location Basics 

Where is the feature? 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

For Linear Features (e.g. stream or valley): 

Mouth/Confluence 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

Source/Headwater 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

General Location: 

State: 

County: 

City/Town/ 
Township/ 
Borough: 

Public Land Survey System: 
Section(s), Township, Range, Meridian 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names


 

  

 

Feature Description 
Physical shape, length, width, etc. (Maps can be submitted separately by email) 

 

Name Details 

Name information: 

 Please provide 
relevant information 
about the proposed 
name, such as 
origin, meaning, how 
long it has been in 
current use, as well 
as current or 
historical 
significance. Also 
include why you 
believe the feature 
requires a name or 
name change and 
why the proposed 
name is appropriate. 
Describe any 
documents that you 
will be submitting 
(separately by email) 
to support your 
proposal. 

 



Y N 

Please provide a list of supporting documentation, including any web links: 
Examples: Published sources showing the proposed name or letters of support (local government, historical 
society, etc.). 

Is the name commemorative? Does the name honor or refer to a person or persons? 

Please note that the BGN will only accept proposals for names that are intended to honor a person or persons 
deceased at least five years. The BGN will disapprove names that could be construed to honor living persons. The 
person being honored should have had either (1) some direct or long-term association with the feature, or (2) have 
made a significant contribution to the area, community, or State in which it is located; or (3) have outstanding 
national or international recognition. The BGN discourages the use of an individual’s full name except to avoid 
ambiguity. 

If yes, please provide the following: 

Honoree’s Date of Birth: Honoree’s Date of Death: 

Short biography and significance or association with the geographic feature: (list any additional honorees here) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=17


 

Y N 

Is the feature in a Wilderness 
Area or Wilderness Study Area? 

Y N 
If yes, please provide your justification for making an 
exception to the Wilderness Policy: 

Please note that the BGN will not approve new names for unnamed features within wilderness areas or wilderness 
study areas , unless an overriding need can be demonstrated by the proponent. 

Y N 

Unknown 

Additional Information

Is there any local opposition or conflict with the proposed name? 

If yes, please explain and descr ibe any opposition: 

Additional notes: 

Proponent Information 

Please provide one form of contact (email preferred): 

Proponent’s Name: 

Agency or Organization, if applicable: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Are you completing this form for someone else? 

If yes, please fill out the following: 
Completed by: 

Full Name: 

Email: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Please submit this form and supporting documentation to:  1. By email to BGNEXEC@usgs.gov   2. By mail to the address on page 2. 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/pubs/DNC_PPP_DEC_2016_V.2.2.pdf#page=19
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov



	Proposed Name: Bear Run
	Local Use: Choice2
	Feature Type: [Stream]
	Official Federal Name: Choice2
	Current GNIS Name: 
	Current GNIS ID: 
	Point Latitude: 
	Point Longitude: 
	Mouth Latitude: 37.9996241
	Mouth Longitude: 79.3492199
	Source Latitude: 38.0158459
	Source Longitude: 79.3552435
	State01: Virginia
	County/City: Augusta
	Zip code: Middlebrook
	Section, Township, Range and Meridian: 
	Click or tap here to enter Feature Description (Physical shape, length, width, etc: 
	): This small stream begins on our property on the East side of Little North Mountain in Augusta County, Virginia and flows approximately 1.5 miles to Walkers Creek. It meanders through forest and fields. It's width varies from 3 feet to 10 feet and flows year round. 

	Name Information: We purchased the property in Augusta County, VA in 1999; the 422 acres borders Little North Mountain Wildife Management area, the largest one in Virginia. Due to the geologic structure of the mountain, our property encompasses the entire watershed of the spring and 3/4th mile of the stream. The stream flows through 4 other properties before flowing into Walkers Creek, and then to the Maury River in Rockbridge County. Prior to our purchase, no one had given the creek a name or used a specific name to describe the feature. The name 'Bear Run' was chosen because of the regular sightings of bears since we purchased the land and because Virginia is known for using 'Run' in the name for small creeks.

 In 2003, we put our entire farm into a Conservation Easement which includes the watershed for the spring and 3/4 mile of the creek. Thus, the headwaters are protected forever from any negative intrusions, but improvements are needed below us (especially due to access by cattle in the creek). We hope that by naming the creek, we can raise awareness of the respect it deserves and help others see the importance of keeping it clean.
	Supporting documentation with details: Attached photos
	Is the name commemorative: No
	Honoree's DOB: 
	Honoree's DOD: 
	Short Biography and Significance: 
	Is the feature in a wilderness area: No
	Justificaation for making an exception to the Wilderness Policy: 
	Is there any local opposition: No
	explain and describe any opposition: 
	Additional Notes: 
	Proponent Full Name: Michael Pelton
	Agency or Organization: 
	Proponents Email: mpelton@utk.edu
	Proponent Mailing Address: 545 Balser Lane
Middlebrook, VA 24459
	Proponents Phone Number: 540- 885-3050
	Are you filing this for someone else: Choice2
	Submitters Full Name: 
	Submitters Email: 
	Submitters Mailing Address: 
	Submitters Phone Number: 


