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The EXAMINATION

Of Do&tor BENFAMIN FRANKLIN,

before an  Auguft Affenbly, relating to the
Kepcal of the Stamp-AcT, &e.

£ 8-
firong inftance of this, when a bill was brought into parlia-
meat, with a claufe to make royal inftruétions laws in the
colonies, which the houfe of commons would not pa’s, and it
was thrown out.

Q. And have they not flill the fame refpe& for parliament }

A. No; it is greatly leflened.

Q. To what caufe is that owing ? _

A. Toaconcurrence of caufes; the reftraints lately laid on
their trade, by which the bring:ng of foreign gold and filver
into the colonies was prevented ; the prohibition of making

* paper money among themfelves ; and then demanding a new
and heavy tax by ftamps; taking away at the fame time, trials
by juries, and refufi~p ¢ - ‘eccive & hear their humb'e petittons,

Q. Don’t you think ‘hey would fubmi: to the flamp-aét, if
it was modified, the nbnoxious paits taken out, ard the duties
reduced to fome particu'ars, of ffinal. m meut ?

A. No; they will never fubmit to 1.

Q. What do you think is the reafon that the people of Ame-
rica increafe fafler than in England ? ,

A. Becaufe they marry younger, and more generally.

Q Why fo?

A. Becaufe any young couple that are induftricus, may
eafily obtainland of their own, op which they can raife a tamily.

Q. Are not the lower rank of people more at their cafe
America than in England ?

A. They may be fo if they are fober and diligent; s they
are better paid for their labor.

Q. What is your opinion of 2 future t:x, impcfed on the
fame principle with that of the ftamp-aét, how would the
Americans receive it ?

A. Juft as they do this. They would not pay it.

Q. Have you not heard of the refolutions of this houfe, an¢
of the houfe of lords, afferting the right of parliament relating
to America, including a power to tax the people there ?

A. Yes, I have heard of fuch refolutions.

Q. What will be the opinion of the Americans on thofe
refoiutions ? '

A. They will think them unconftitutional, and urjuft.

Q. Was it an opinion in America before 1763, that the
parliament had no. right tc lay taxes and duties there ?

A. I never heard any objection to the right of lay:ng dutics
to regulate commerce; but a right to lay internzl tzxes was
never {uppefed to be in parliament, as we are not reprefer ted
heze,
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Q. Was not the farcity of g !d and filver an argument ufed
againt! abolifhing the paper ?

A. I fuppole it was. :

Q. What is the prefent opinion there of that law ? Is it as
unpopu'ar as it was at fuft ?

A. I think it is not, : :

Q. Have not inflru@ions from hence been fometimes fent
over to governors, highly oppreflive and unpolitical ?

A. Yes. ;

Q.Have not fome governors difpenfed with them for that reafon?

A. Yes ; 1 have heard fo ;

Q. Did the Americans ever difpute the controling power of
pariiament to regulate the commerce ? A. No.

Q. Can any thing lefs than a military foice carry the ftamp
alt into execution ? . .

A. I do not fee how a military force can be applied to that
purpule. ° Q. Why may it nct?

A. Suppofe a military force fent into America, they will
find nebedy inarms; whatare they thentodo? T'hey cannot
force a man to take fiamps who choofcs to do without them.
They will not find a rebeliion ; they may indeed make one.

Q. If the at is not repealed, what do you think wiil be the
confequences ?

A. A total lofs of the refpe& and affc&ion the people of
America bear to this country, and of all the commerce that
depends on that refpect and affcélion.

. Huw can the commerce be affected ?

A. You will find, that if the act is not repealed, they wili
take very little of your manuia&ures in a fhort time.

Q. Is itin their power to o without them ?

A. Ithink they may very well do without them ?

Q. Is it thewr intereft not to take them ?

A. The goods they take from Britain areeither neceffaries,
mere conveniencies, or fuperfluities,  The firft, as cloth, &c.
with a little induftry they can make at home; the fecond they
can do without, till they arc able to provide them among
themfelves ; and. the luft, which are much ‘the greateft part,
they will ftrike off immediately. They are mere articles o
fathion, purchufed and confumed, becaufe the fathion in a re-
fpected country, but will new be detefted and rejefled. The
people have already ftruck off, by geneial agreement, the ufe
of all goeds fathionable in mournings, and many theulatd
pounds worth are fent back as unfalr.ble.

Q. Is it their intereft to make cloth at home ? C

A. 1think they may at prefent get it cheaper ﬁMmam,
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Ramp-aQ, the Colonies will acquiefce in the authority,
Q. But if the legiﬂature thould think fit to afcertain its
right to lay taxes, bv an a& laying a fmall tax, contrary to

their opinion, would they fubmit to pay the tax ? 3
A. The proceedings of the people in America have heen
confidered too much togother. The proceedings of the afl-m-
blies have been very different from thofe of the mobs, & fhould
be diftinguithed. as having no conne&ion with each other.---
The aflemblies have only peaceably icfolved what they take to
be their rights ; they have taken no meafures for oppofition by
force; they have not built a fort, raifed a man, or provided a
Frain of ammunition, in order to fuch oppofition.---The ring-
eaders of riots they think ought to be punithed ; they w0ufd
punith them themfelves, if they could. “Every fober fenfible
man would wifh to fee rioters punifhed, as otherwife peaceable
people have no fecurity of perfon or eftate. But as to any inter-
Lnal tax, how fmall foever, laid by the legiflaiure here on the
people there, while they have no reprefentatives in this legifla-
ture, [ think it will never be fubmitted to.--- They will oppofe it
to the laft.---They do not confider it as at all neceffary for you
toraife money onthem by your taxes, becaufe they are,& always
have been, ready to raife money by taxes among themfelves,
and to grant large fums, equal to their abilities, upon requifi-
tion from the Crown.---They have not only granted equal to
their abtlities, but, during all the laft war, they have granted
far beyond their abilities, and beyond their proportion with
this country, you yourfelves being judges, to the amount of
many hundred thoufand pounds, and this they did freely and
readily, only on a fort of promife from the fecretary of ftate,
that it fhould be recommended to pirliament to make them
compenfation. It was accordingly recommended to parlia-
ment, in the moft honourable manner, for them. America
bas been greatly mifreprefented and abufed here, in papers, and
pamphlets, and fpeeches, as ungreatful, and unreafonable, and
unjuft, in having put this nation to immenfe expence for their
defence, and refufing to bear any part of that expence. The
Colonies raifed, paid and clothed, near 25000 men during the
Jat war, a number equal to thofe fent from Britain, and far
beyond their proportion ; they went deeply in debt in doing this,
and all their taxes and eftates are mortgaged, for many years
to come, for difcharging that debt. Government here was at
that time very fenfible of this. The Colonies were recom-
mended to pariiament. Every year the King fent down to the
houfe a written meflage to this purpofe. That his Majetty,
being highly fenfible of the zeal and vigour with whifd_x h?is‘
aithfuv
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A. No, certainly ; the frontier parts, which have been ravaged
by the enemy, are greatly difabled by that means, and therefore,
in fuch cafes, are ufually favoured in our tax laws.

Q. Can we, at this diftance, be competent judges of what fa-
vours are necellary ?

A. The parliament have fuppofed it, by claiming a right te

~make tax laws for America : 1 think it impoffible. ‘

Q. Would the repeal oi the ftamp-a& be any difcouragement
of your manufa&ures ? Will the people that have begun the ma-
nutacture decline it ?

A. Yes, I think they will ; efpecially, if, at the fame time, the
trade is opened again, fo that remittances can be eafily made. |

“have known feveral inftances that make it probable. In the war
before lalt, tobacco being low, and making little remittance, the
people of Virginia went generally into family manufactures.  Af-
terwards, when tobacco bore a better price, they returned to the
ufe ot Britith manufa&tures.  So fulling mills were very muck dif-
ufed in the lalk war in Pennfylvania, becav’e bills were then plen-
ty, and remittance could eafily be made to Britain for Englifhcloth
and other goods.

Q_ If the famp aét fhould be repealed, would it induce the af-
femblies of America to acknowledge the rights of parliament to
tax them, and would they erafe their refolutions ? A. No, never.

Q. Isthereno means of obliging them to erafe thofe refolutions ?

A None that | know of; they will never do it unlefs compelled
by force of arms.

Q_ Is there no power on earth thatcan force them to erafe them ?

A. No power, how great foever, can force inen to change their
op:nions. '

Q_Do they conlider the poRt-office as a tax, or asa regulation ?

A. Notas a tax, but as a reguldtion and conveniency ; every af-
fembiy encouraged it, and fupported it in its infancy, by grants of
money, which they would not otherwife have done ; and the peo-

. ple havealways paid the poltage.

Q. When did yeu receive the:nftru®ions you mentioned ?

A. 1 brought them with me, when I came to England, about
15 months firce. ;

Q_ When did you communicute that inflru@ion tothe piinifler ?

A. Soon uafter my arvival, while the Ramping of America was
ander confideration, and before the bill was brought in.

Q. Would it be mott for the intereft of Great-Britain, to ewploy
the Lands of Virginia in tobacco, or in manufalures ?

T L L
"Q. What ufed to be the pride of the Americans ?

A. Toindulge in the tuthrons and manufaures of G. Britaia.
, Q. What is now their pride 2 ;

A. To wear their oid cloaths over again, till they can make new

ones. Withdrean,

™HRE END
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