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INTRODUCTION.

ERHAPS the fentiments contained in the following
pages, are not yet fufficiently fafhionable to pro-
cure them general favor ; a long habit of not think-
ing a thing wrong, givesita {uperficial appearance of
being right, and raifes at firlt a formidable outery in
- defence of cuftom. But the tumult {oon fubﬁ‘des.;‘
Time makes more converts than reafon. '

As a long and violent abufe of power, is generally
the means of calling the right of it in queftion (and in
matters too which might never have been thought of,
had not the {ufferers been aggravated into the inquiry
and as the King of England hath un
own right, to {fupport the Parliament in
theirs, and as the good people of thi
grievondfly opprefled by the combinatior
undoubted privilege to enquirg"ixﬂ&
both, and equally to reject the ufur

In the following fheets, the
avoided every thing which is per
Compliments as well as cenfure |
part thereof. The wife, and th
the triumph of a pamphlet ; a
ments are injudicious, or unfr
themfelves unlefs too much p
their converfion. . . . &

~The caufe of Am;éi’ica‘iis
; 2f'a11 mé;fkind.' Many
~ 2rle, which are not lacal
% 9 - ¥ l“r
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and fword, declaring war againft the natural righ&*@{
of all mankind, and extirpating the defenders thereop
from the face of the earth, is the concern of every

man to whom nature hath given the power of feeling,
~ of which clafs, regardle{s of party cenfure, is the

Philadelphia, February 14, 1776,
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‘wha e{' oufe tlwdm‘h‘l

-mcn, whoe are m w‘-,
‘cannot fee ; prejudicec
a certain fet of mo
“the @tﬁ-dpeamwa& i
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to Bofton, that feat of wretchednefs will teach us
dom, and inftruct us for ever to renounce a poy,
‘whom we can have no truft. 'The inhabitants of
‘unfortunate city, who but a few months ago we
cafe and affluence, have now, mo other alterp

- than to f{tay and ftarve, or turn out to beg. Ej

- gered by the fire of their friends if they continue ywig,
in the city, and plundered by the foldiery if they leaye
it. - In their prefent condition they are prifoners wig,
~out the hope of redemption, and in a general attac

. their relief, they would be expofed to the fury of b

-.‘Migs:':-xm iy e s TameE gm0 20 1R
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This is not mﬂammg or exaggerating matters, but -
trying them by thofe feelings and affections which na-
ture juftifies, and without which, we fhould be inca-
pable of difcharging the f{ocial duties of life, or enjoy=-
ing the felicities of it. I mean not to exhibit horror
for the purpofe of provoking revenge; but to awaken
us from fatal and unmanly flumbers, that we may purc
{ue determinately fome fixed object. It is not in the
power of Britain or of Europe to conquer America, if
fhe does not conquer herfelf by delay and timidity. The
prefent winter is worth an age if rlghtly employed, but
if loft or negleéted, the whole continent will partake )
of the misfortune ; and there is no punifhment which
that man will not deferve, be he who, . r what, or
where he will, that may be the m@aﬁ
feafon fo precious and ufeful.

It is repugnant to reafon, to&hﬁ;
things, to all examples from former 2

~ that this continent can longer ren
external power. The moﬁ fang
not think fo. The utmoft fretch
cannot, at this time, compafs a |
on, ke can promife the com&m@
curity. Reconciliation is #ow a fa

- ture hath deferted the connedion,
ply her place. For, as Milton wi
ver can true reconcilement gmw&

~ deadly hate have pierced fo deep.”

Every quiet method for peace k
Our prayers have been rejected
tended to convince us, that nof
confirms obftinacy in kings mo
oning—and nothing hath contr

~ very meafure to make &k&‘k :
- Witnefs Denmark and
nothing but blows will do,

‘W&M paration,
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