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Benjamin Tonsler, Black Educator and Community Leader, Obituary, 1917

A COLOREL |
EDUCATOR DEAD; e ot e ot o

War period  will casily rank him
among the highest of his people in

——— i —

t Henjamin E Tongler, for nearly 44 this section and in the South Quiet
Fyvenrs the earnest and efficient prin and unassuming, but  with a clear
cipal of the Jefferson Graded Sehoal poreeption of the vast field for good
for colored children, died of pneu which lay betore those of hix race
monia yesterday alternoon  -ut his who are ambitious  to rise, he im-

" home, 327 Bixth Streot, 8 W, aflter prossed himself on the rising genera-
an Hiness of less than one week Jdons under him in a way which won
The funeral will e held at 3.0 the adwiration and esteem of all his
Jdoteloek tomorraw afternoon from the white neighbors 1o his smaller fivid

| First Colored Buptist Church, the set
viee to be conducted by the pastor,
Hev, ¢ M Long The interment will
Hbe in Onk Hill Cemetery.

' Principal Tonsler was in the sixty.
| fourth sear of hix age and was born
and reared near Earlyseville, in this
county. Edueated at Hampton lusti

it viay be justiy sabd without exag:
geration that he measured up to the
high standard  of usefulness to his
peaple  which  was set by Hooker
Washiogion : nd men of his stamp.
Benjamin Tonster was married to
Pannie Gildersieeve, of this city she

" tute he returned to his native county aurvl'w». with xix -Mhl_r_-.-n : b.Immu
and in the early 50's was electod a Harrs, of Alderson, W. ¥ai Comp
teacher In the colored publie school, ton and Glldersleeve  Toansler,  of
not long since established  After six || this ety Joliff Curtis, of Chicago,
years of effective work he was pro- Mabel Sampson, of this iy, and
moted to the position of principal of Huail Tunstall, of Richmmond e als
the school and by his umugnm wiy leaves two brothers, Jerry and
aud devotion to the upbuilding of his | Horare Tonsdor, of tis oity, and one
race he hax earned a high place in | diter  Judith Stewsrt, of Washing

the estimation of the school authori-
ties of the State. His  steadiness of |

Yy e B S G

v LT st i o

Citation: “A Colored Educator Dead,” Charlottesville Daily Progress, March 7, 1917, Library of Virginia

Education & Outreach Department edu.lva.virginia.gov/dbva/




