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Hidden Gems
Business records offer unique glimpses into history

he Library of Virginia’s collections are accessed every day 

by researchers across the country and around the world. 

Unless someone publishes a book or an article based 

on that research, however, we often do not know how our users 

put their research findings to use. We invite visitors to share their 

discoveries by posting a note on our reading room bulletin board 

or on our Making History: Connect website, but sometimes the 

feedback we receive is purely serendipitous. 

I had such a moment of serendipity a few months ago when 

a former colleague who now lives in Texas shared his gratitude and 

amazement at the breadth and reach of the Library’s collections. His 

wife, an avid collector of old sewing machines, had recently purchased 

a machine manufactured by a company she had never heard of. She posted an inquiry to an 

online discussion group and promptly received a reply from a gentleman who offered a wealth 

of information about the company and its products. When she thanked him for his assistance, 

she asked where he had found the information and he told her that he had uncovered it in the 

records of a small general store—a collection housed at the Library of Virginia. 

Naturally, I became curious. Thanks to the excellent finding aids that our archival staff 

members create when they process collections, I could quickly determine that the information 

came from the Ephraim Baker Collection. Ephraim Baker (1836–1919) operated a general 

store in Mount Olive, in Virginia’s Shenandoah County, for most of his life. The collection, 

which family members had carefully preserved, contains correspondence, accounts, 

advertisements, price lists, and other documents that shed light on the day-to-day operations 

of a small mercantile business. Baker, however, was also a registered agent for the Davis 

Sewing Machine Company headquartered in 

Watertown, New York, and the collection includes 

a large amount of material that documents that 

company’s history. The Davis machine, which 

went into production in the late 1860s, had 

improvements over the more famous sewing 

machine invented by Elias Howe two decades 

earlier. The vertical feed that the Davis machine 

featured allowed for smoother seams with stitches appearing alike on both sides. Although the 

popularity of Davis machines waned in the early 20th century, the Ephraim Baker Collection 

provides a unique glimpse into this company’s history during its heyday and connects 

these machines to the people who used them in a small community nestled in the Virginia 

countryside. 

The Library is fortunate to have an outstanding business history collection with the 

records of hundreds of small enterprises like Baker’s as well as the papers of some of 

Virginia’s major companies, among them the Tredegar Iron Works, the Mutual Assurance 

Society, Virginia Electric and Power Company (now Dominion Energy), and WRVA radio. I am 

grateful that my friend in Texas reminded me just how important our business collections 

are and what surprises they may hold for those who delve into them. 

Sincerely,

Sandra G. Treadway, Librarian of Virginia

T

He had uncovered it in the 

records of a small general 

store—a collection housed 

at the Library of Virginia.

ON THE COVER
This detail from a postcard depicting Arrival 
at Camp at Camp A. A. Humphreys (now Fort 

Belvoir in Fairfax County), ca. 1918, is from the 

Virginia War History Commission Collection, State 

Records Collection.



800 East Broad Street | Richmond, Virginia 23219-8000 | 804.692.3500 | www.lva.virginia.gov  

Welcome to the Library of Virginia, the state’s oldest institution dedicated to the 
preservation of Virginia’s history and culture. Our resources, exhibitions, and events 
attract nearly 200,000 visitors each year. Our collections, containing more than 
126 million items, document and illustrate the lives of both famous Virginians and 
ordinary citizens. 
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INFORMATION
804.692.3500 | www.lva.virginia.gov

GENERAL HOURS
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

READING ROOM HOURS
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
www.lva.virginia.gov/news/holiday.asp

ADMISSION IS FREE
Some special programs may have fees. 
Check calendar listings for details.

PARKING
Limited parking for Library visitors is available 
in the underground parking deck, accessible 
from either Eighth or Ninth Streets. 

THE VIRGINIA SHOP
804.692.3524
Monday–Friday, 10:00 am–4:00 pm

THE VIRGINIA SHOP 
AT THE CAPITOL
804.698.7661

DISCOVERY CAFE
Monday–Friday, 8:30 am–3:00 pm

EXHIBITIONS
Teetotalers & Moonshiners:
Prohibition in Virginia, Distilled
Through December 5, 2017

Virginia’s Forgotten Canneries
Through December 30, 2017

LIBRARY REFERENCE DESK
804.692.3777
refdesk@lva.virginia.gov
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

ARCHIVES REFERENCE DESK
804.692.3888
archdesk@lva.virginia.gov
Monday–Saturday, 9:00 am–5:00 pm

EVENTS
804.692.3999

CALENDAR
libva.com/news

STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES
804.692.3999
www.lva.virginia.gov/lib-edu/education
The Library provides relevant and useful 
educational material on Virginia’s history, 
culture, and people to educators, students, 
and lifelong learners of any age.

SUPPORT THE LIBRARY: 
MEMBERSHIP & OTHER 
GROUPS
804.692.3813 
dawn.greggs@lva.virginia.gov
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THE WORLD AT WAR 
FASCINATING ITEMS COMMEMORATE WORLD WAR I CENTENNIAL 

To mark the centennial of America’s entry into World War I, the Library of Virginia is highlighting a selection 

of items in a digital collection. Virginians recorded their wartime experiences through photographs, postcards, 

scrapbooks, diaries, and even cartoons, while the U.S. government encouraged citizens to conserve food and purchase 

war bonds through a series of posters. Explore our World at War site (www.virginiamemory.com/collections/ww1) to 

view the items shown here and more from Private Papers, State Records, Visual Studies, and other collections.

WAR WOUNDED

A Surgical Operation, 1918, by Benjamin Alston Stimson, is part of the U.S. Army Base 

Hospital No. 45 World War I Photograph Collection, Visual Studies Collection.

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

World War I Photograph Collection

U.S. Army Base Hospital No. 45, Toul, France

The U.S. Army Base Hospital No. 45 World War I Photograph Collection includes 172 film negatives and an album 

containing 134 photographs and 47 postcards offering views of the hospital, doctors, nurses, soldiers, and nearby towns. 

Many of the photographs in the album were taken by Benjamin Alston Stimson, who worked in the X-ray department of 

the hospital in 1918. Organized at the Medical College of Virginia and commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Stuart McGuire, 

U.S. Army Base Hospital No. 45 was located in Toul, France, within a few miles of the front and served not just as a 

base hospital but also as a triage and evacuation hospital. Within two weeks of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in Sep-

tember 1918, 8,000 casualties arrived there. The mortality rate was one of the lowest of any of the military hospitals 

of that time and Dr. McGuire was awarded the Legion of Honor medal from France and the Distinguished Service Cross 

from the U.S. government.



World War I Stereograph Images

Set of Cards by the Keystone View Company 

The Keystone View Company published a set of 90 stereograph cards in 1922 that shows scenes from World War I in Belgium, England, 

France, Germany, Italy, Serbia, and the United States. From the 19th century until early in the 20th century, stereograph cards were printed 

for education and entertainment. They were collected and viewed using a stereoscope device that presents two slightly different images—one 

to each eye—that the brain combines into a single 3-D image. This once-popular entertainment format predates slides and the moving pic-

ture, and was largely displaced by the advent of film. Viewfinders, a common toy in the mid-20th century, and today’s virtual reality displays 

make use of this same function in human vision to enhance our experience of images.

Mules of World War I

A Veterinarian’s Scrapbook 

This small scrapbook assembled about 1915 by Dr. J. H. 

Breazeale (1889–1966), a veterinarian who served in the Army 

Medical Corps, reflects the striking public-private dichotomies 

of life in wartime, serving apparently as both a family photo 

album and a work journal. Approximately half of Breazeale’s 

48 amateur photos capture his wife and young sons at home. 

The rest of the images document the grim duties of a wartime 

veterinarian, with sobering captions such as “These pens 

contain 1300 Missouri Mules,” “Shot for losing foot,” “Burial 

at sea,” and “Loading the dead wagon, Newport News, Va.” 

At the outset of World War I, the mule was indispensable 

for moving artillery, ammunition, and other supplies. It’s 

estimated that more than 500,000 horses and mules were 

processed for use in Europe during the war, with more than 

68,000 killed in the course of action.

PROPELLER PAIR

This ca. 1922 stereograph card from the Visual Studies Collection depicts a World War I 

scene described as “Liuet. LeMaitre of French Aviation Forces in America, explaining 

mechanism of ‘Nieuport’ airplane, Fortress Monroe, Va.”

SERVICE ANIMALS

A World War I veterinarian’s scrapbook illustrates how important mules 

were in transporting supplies during the conflict.

2017  |  ISSUE NO. 4                                                                                                                                                           broadSIDE  3



4   broadSIDE                                                                                               WWW.LVA.VIRGINIA.GOV                                                     2017  |  ISSUE NO. 4

GOOGLE ARTS & CULTURE EXHIBITION
www.google.com/culturalinstitute/beta/partner/library-
of-virginia

Food for Fighting

World War I Food Conservation Poster Collection
The Library’s Google Arts & Culture exhibition Food for Fighting 

explores how poster art encouraged food conservation on the home 

front. World War I created a shortage of food for the people of 

war-torn Europe. Prior to its entry into the war, the United States 

was already the largest provider of wheat and meat for the Allied 

nations. Rather than imposing forced rationing during WWI, the 

newly formed U.S. Food Administration used poster art to encourage 

food conservation, substitution, and augmentation. Citizens were 

encouraged to eat less meat, wheat, and sugar and fewer eggs. 

Voluntary food rationing became a sign of patriotism and changed 

the eating habits of the American people. Food shipments to Europe 

doubled within a year, providing the U.S. troops and Allies with the 

necessary sustenance for combat. 

PINTEREST
www.pinterest.com/libraryofva/ma-dunning-cartoons

World War I in Cartoons

M. A. Dunning Cartoon Collection
M. A. (Marshall Alston) Dunning enlisted in 1918, serving first 

with the 158th Depot and then with the Medical Department at 

Debarkation Hospital No. 52 at Richmond College (now the University 

of Richmond). Twenty-three of Dunning’s original drawings are 

located in the Margaret Ethel Kelley Kern Papers in the Personal 

Papers Collection. His cartoons began appearing in the hospital’s 

newspaper, Heads Up, on January 4, 1919, and ran until the paper 

ceased publication on April 7, 1919. After the war, Dunning’s work was 

published in many major newspapers and he was also employed as an 

animator for the Walt Disney Company and Columbia Pictures.

WASTE NOT

The newly formed U.S. Food Administration produced this food conservation 

poster during World War I.

WAR HUMOR

M. A. Dunning’s World War I cartoons often depicted personalities and events at a 

military hospital in Richmond.



PROFILES OF HONOR 
Mobile tour and scanning 
program shares and collects history 
www.virginiawwiandwwii.org/tour

To commemorate the 100th anniversary of the United States’ entry into World War I and 

the 75th anniversary of its entry into World War II, the Library of Virginia and the Virginia 

World War I and World War II Commemoration Commission partnered to create Profiles of 

Honor, a statewide online collection of original documents and items from those wars that 

have been in private hands. The Profiles of Honor Mobile Tour is an interactive exhibition that 

travels to museums, libraries, and historic sites throughout the state and invites visitors to 

bring their own World War I and II–related items to be scanned for inclusion in the project. This 

partnership will help preserve the documents and stories of Virginia’s veterans for generations 

to come. The 2018 tour schedule is in the works now. Organizations or schools interested in 

hosting the Profiles of Honor Mobile Tour may submit an application through the website (www.

virginiawwiandwwii.org/tour). A sampling of images and documents from the scanned collections 

can be found on the commission’s Flickr page (www.flickr.com/photos/virginiawwiandwwii/

albums) and on its Transcribe page (www.virginiamemory.com/transcribe/collections/show/3).

HISTORY ON TOUR

1. The Profiles of Honor Mobile Tour, an interactive exhibition on Virginia during the World Wars, invites visitors to 

bring their own related photographs and documents to be scanned and added to the digital collection. Photograph 

courtesy of the Virginia WWI & WWII Commission.

2. Military decorations are displayed for Clarence Williams’s service in the Battle of the Somme during World War I. 

Photograph courtesy of Elbert Williams.

3. Walter “Bill” Harloe (right) from Strasburg in Shenandoah County was an attending physician on a World War I 

hospital train. Here he poses with his friend Louis Armentrout (left) in France. Photograph courtesy of Charles Funk. 

4. Members of the 16th Engineers Regiment formed a baseball team during their service in World War I. Photograph 

courtesy of Sarah Brooke.

community connections
OPEN GOVERNMENT & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
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find your history

Buried like gold nuggets inside the Library of Virginia’s extensive 

Board of Public Works Collection are little leather-bound field 

notebooks filled with historical information on Virginia communities 

and landscapes. Established in 1816 to promote the construction 

of internal improvements, the BPW employed engineers to survey 

routes for turnpikes, canals, and railroads in all corners of the state, 

but chiefly its mountainous western portion through which Virginia 

producers hoped to connect to the vast markets of the American 

interior. The BPW engineers jotted down survey measurements in 

field notebooks, information vital to calculating grades and distances, 

but they also sketched meticulous maps of the terrain they traversed. 

Farms, mills, ironworks, camp meeting grounds, and even sheds and 

fences were observed and noted.

To present-day researchers, these maps are like stills taken by 

a drone flying over a past world. The maps fill in details that may 

be missing or inconclusive in written records. One example is the 

historic Bath County farm known as The Wilderness (not to be 

confused with the Wilderness in Spotsylvania County, site of a Civil 

War battle). Research for a recent 

National Register of Historic 

Places nomination hinted that the 

farm was an early cattle-ranching 

operation. A BPW engineer passed 

through in 1832 and sketched the 

farm and its miles of fencing, 

including rectangular pens that 

may have been corrals and a 

broad avenue that may have 

been a drovers’ road for herding 

cattle from upland meadows to 

market—visual information that supports the sparse written record.

BPW principal engineer Claudius Crozet drew his maps with 

a gem-cutter’s precision, a reflection of his professional training 

at the École Polytechnique in Paris (his best marks were in map 

and figure drawing). Crozet also commented on what he saw and 

heard. In his 1826 survey of the Rivanna River, he noted that certain 

“freshets” (floods) scoured bateaux sluices free of sediment, while 

others filled them with sand and gravel. He gave special attention to 

“Mr. Jefferson’s dam,” visiting the fringes of Monticello a week or 

FAMILY & COMMUNITY HISTORY 

MORE THAN NOTES

Above: Virginia Board of Public Works engineers used field notebooks, such as this 

one from 1830, to record survey measurements and, occasionally, sketch maps and 

drawings of what they encountered on their travels.

At right: This two-page spread from an 1826 Board of Public Works field notebook 

includes a sketched map and drawings of mountains in Rockbridge County, in 

addition to survey measurements.

A Drone’s-Eye View of History
The field notes of the Board of Public Works Papers contain hand-sketched 
maps, drawings, and local color  
BY DAN PEZZONI

These glimpses into 
the personalities and 
experiences of the 
engineers are some 
of the serendipitous 
delights of working 
in the Board of Public 
Works Collection.



find your history
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two after the president’s death on July 4, 1826, and at the back of his 

field notebook he recorded his lodging expenses in the now-vanished 

Fluvanna County town of Bernardsburg. 

The engineer who surveyed the line of the Chesterfield Railroad in 

1831 was something of a naturalist. On a single page he recorded pine 

woods, marshy ground, a cornfield, and “chinquapin bushes,” indicating 

each with little figures of pine trees, cornstalks, and the like. In the 

unused pages at the back he scribbled down the punch line of a joke, 

which he might have heard in one of the several taverns he encountered 

on his route. In Alleghany County an engineer wrote “good quarters” 

beside the name of a farm, evidently pleased with the hospitality he had 

received there. Another sketched a tiny cross next to his survey line and 

wrote “dinner here.” 

These glimpses into the personalities and experiences of the 

engineers are some of the serendipitous delights of working in the 

Board of Public Works Collection. 
	
Dan Pezzoni is an architectural historian and preservation consultant 
based in Lexington.

HIDDEN ART 

An 1826 notebook used by Board of Public Works principal engineer 

Claudius Crozet contains this sketch of a little cabin and what 

appears to be the Rivanna River beyond.
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featured book
Chasing Space: 
An Astronaut’s Story of Grit, Grace, 
and Second Chances
by Leland Melvin

In this revelatory 
and moving memoir, 
a former NASA 
astronaut and NFL 
wide receiver shares 
his personal journey 
from the gridiron to 
the stars, examining 
the intersecting 
roles of community, 
perseverance, and grace that align to create 
the opportunities for success. Leland 
Melvin—who was honored in 2009 as one 
of the Library of Virginia’s African American 
Trailblazers in Virginia History—is the only 
person in human history to catch a pass in the 
National Football League and in space. 

HarperCollins, 2017. Price: $25.99       
Young Readers version: $17.99

the virginia shop
800 East Broad Street | Richmond, VA 23219

www.thevirginiashop.org

804.692.3524 | e-mail: shop@thevirginiashop.org

WHAT ARE 
YOU READING?

PETER BLAKE
Director, State Council of                  

Higher Education for Virginia

Lab Girl, by Hope Jahren

share an Audible account (for audiobooks and original audio) with my son, so I 

often am pleasantly surprised by what shows up on my reading list. This summer 

it included Lab Girl, Hope Jahren’s poetic memoir of 

her academic journey. The daughter of a community 

college instructor, Jahren learned early about the 

mysteries of the natural world. She taught and 

researched at several universities and now serves on 

the faculty of the University of Oslo. In simple and 

engaging language, Jahren writes mostly about plants 

and soil. Filled with figures and facts, Lab Girl is not 

just a book about botany. Jahren also writes beautifully 

about life and friendship, notably with her longtime lab 

partner, Bill. By the end of the book, the reader will be 

grateful for scientists among us and also be compelled 

to plant a tree.

his summer Jonathan Ford of Richmond Digital Color installed large portraits of 

authors Edgar Allan Poe, Ellen Glasgow, Anne Spencer, and William Styron (all 

Library of Virginia Literary Lifetime Achievement honorees) on windows in the Virginia 

Authors Collection area, which is now housed in our East Reading Room.

POE IN THE WINDOW
New portraits in East Reading Room highlight 
Virginia Authors Collection 

T

I

LITERATURE & LITERACY

literary virginia
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POETRY

RITA DOVE | Collected Poems:            
1974–2004 | WINNER

CATHRYN HANKLA | Great Bear

SALLY KEITH | River House 

NONFICTION 

BELLE BOGGS | The Art of Waiting 

ANNETTE GORDON-REED & PETER S. ONUF 
“Most Blessed of the Patriarchs”

MARGOT LEE SHETTERLY               
Hidden Figures | WINNER 

EMYL JENKINS SEXTON             
LITERARY AWARD FOR FICTION

JOHN GREGORY BROWN | A Thousand 
Miles from Nowhere | WINNER

LEE CLAY JOHNSON | Nitro Mountain

KELLY KERNEY | Hard Red Spring

				  

PEOPLE’S CHOICE FICTION FINALISTS

JANE ALISON | Nine Island

CARRIE BROWN | The Stargazer’s Sister  
WINNER

JOHN GRISHAM | The Whistler

KATHLEEN GRISSOM | Glory over 
Everything: Beyond the Kitchen House

ELIZABETH POLINER | As Close to Us as 
Breathing 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE                   
NONFICTION FINALISTS

JENNIFER ACKERMAN | The Genius of Birds

BETH MACY | Truevine: Two Brothers, a 
Kidnapping, and a Mother’s Quest

PATRICK K. O’DONNELL | Washington’s 
Immortals 

MARGOT LEE SHETTERLY               
Hidden Figures | WINNER

LEE SMITH | Dimestore: A Writer’s Life 
 
ART IN LITERATURE:                            
THE MARY LYNN KOTZ AWARD 

DAWN TRIPP | Georgia: A Novel of    
Georgia O’Keeffe  

YOUNG ADULT VIRGINIA AUTHOR AWARD 
LISA MAXWELL | Unhooked

LITERARY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

DAVID BALDACCI

LITERARY AWARDS SPONSOR

Dominion Energy

CELEBRATION SPONSORS 

Blue Edge Capital

Christian & Barton 

Ms. Carol L. Hampton &                         
Dr. Robert W. Downs, Jr.

Ms. Jan Karon

Mr. & Mrs. Marc C. Leepson

Mr. Christopher Marston

MercerTrigiani

Ms. Anna M. Moser &                            
Mr. Peter B. Schwartz

Ms. Katherine Neville

Richmond Public Library Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Steven A. Rogers 

VMFA

Mr. & Mrs. Marcus M. Weinstein

LUNCHEON SPONSORS

VCU College of Humanities & Sciences

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Broadwater, Jr.

LITERARY LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
David Baldacci

POETRY AWARD
Rita Dove

YOUNG ADULT VIRGINIA AUTHOR AWARD
Lisa Maxwell

NONFICTION AWARD
Margot Lee Shetterly

FICTION AWARD
John Gregory Brown

PEOPLE’S CHOICE NONFICTION AWARD
Margot Lee Shetterly

PEOPLE’S CHOICE FICTION AWARD
Carrie Brown

ART IN LITERATURE: 
THE MARY LYNN KOTZ AWARD

Dawn Tripp

Literary Awards Celebration 

CONGRATULATIONS!
Winners and finalists honored at 20th Annual Literary Awards

Author Adriana Trigiani hosted the gala celebration on October 14, 2017, at the Library   

of Virginia. For more information, visit www.lva.virginia.gov/litawards.

LITERARY AWARDS FINALISTS



EDUCATION

Library Hosts Teachers
Anne & Ryland Brown Teacher Enrichment Fund 
supports professional development

ndowed in 2009 by Ellen and Orran Brown in honor of his parents, 
Anne and Ryland Brown, of Forest, Virginia, the Brown Teacher 

Enrichment Fund is a legacy to their lifelong belief in the power of education 
to improve an individual’s well-being and that of his or her family. The fund 
supports two important programs at the Library of Virginia that enhance 
knowledge and training in history and social science instruction in Virginia. 

2017 BROWN TEACHER INSTITUTE EXPLORED THE HISTORY OF 
PROHIBITION IN VIRGINIA AND OTHER PROGRESSIVE ERA REFORMS
At this year’s Brown Teacher Institute, held August 1–2 at the Library, guest speakers and Library 

staff members focused on the history of Prohibition in the commonwealth, as well as other 

Progressive Era reforms, including industrialization, child labor, woman suffrage, and immigration. 

Teachers learned how to use primary sources to enhance student learning in their classrooms, 

were introduced to new digital resources, and toured the Library of Virginia’s exhibition Teetotalers 
& Moonshiners: Prohibition in Virginia, Distilled, on display through December 5, 2017.

2017 BROWN RESEARCH FELLOW DEVELOPED 
ONLINE RESOURCES FOR VIRGINIA CLASSROOMS
Brown Teacher Research Fellowships provide educators with an 

opportunity to study a topic related to Virginia’s history and culture 

and to develop teaching materials in collaboration with the Library’s 

professional staff. This year’s Fellow, Barbra Anderson, has taught U.S. 

history, honors government, and world geography at King George High 

School for the past 18 years and also serves as events coordinator 

for the Historic Fredericksburg Foundation. Anderson created a set 

of documents to complement our exhibition Teetotalers & Moonshiners that will be added to 

the online resource collection Document Bank of Virginia (www.edu.lva.virginia.gov/dbva), the 

Library’s initiative to get primary documents into classrooms.

E
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TEACHER TRAINING 

Clockwise from top left: Teachers participate in group 

activities, examine historic documents in the Special 

Collections Reading Room, and review social reforms 

with guest speakers at the Brown Teacher Institute, 

held August 1–2, 2017, at the Library.

At left: Barbra Anderson, the Library’s 2017 Anne and 

Ryland Brown Teacher Research Fellow, worked on 

materials for the Library’s Document Bank of Virginia 

project.



a closer look EPHEMERA COLLECTION

Among the more than 1,100 vintage 

paper napkins donated by local 

collector Charlotte LaRoy, many have 

holiday themes (Halloween, Christmas, and 

birthday greetings), some are humorous 

(Dennis the Menace cartoons), one 

remarkable set from the 1950s features 

security messages from the Pentagon 

cafeteria, and, not surprisingly, a large 

number of them are cocktail napkins 

illustrating alcohol-related imagery. Vintage 

paper napkins may seem somewhat trivial, 

but, as a combined resource, the Charlotte 

LaRoy Paper Napkin Collection offers 

information about commercial printing, 

graphic design, and social history.

Although the Scott Paper Company 

brought paper napkins to the American market 

in 1931, it’s unclear when the classic cocktail 

napkin became mainstream. Speculation is 

that its introduction coincided with the rise 

of alcohol consumption following the repeal 

of Prohibition in 1933. (Visit our exhibition 

Teetotalers & Moonshiners: Prohibition 

in Virginia, Distilled on display through 

December 5, 2017: www.virginiamemory.com/

exhibitions/current_exhibition.) Handsome 

typography and the strategic use of color 

make many of these early cocktail napkins 

remarkably appealing. Unfortunately—as 

classic examples of ephemera (created, used 

briefly, and then discarded)—few survive.

Scholars are making increasingly inspired 

uses of printed ephemera as historical source 

material, but vintage paper napkins are also 

just fun to look through! Browse a selection of 

the cocktail napkins at www.pinterest.com/

libraryofva/cocktail-napkins. 

—Dale Neighbors, Visual Studies 

Collection Coordinator
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calendar         Fall/Winter    Events

Through Friday, December 15, 2017
FALL FOOD DRIVE
Donate Food Items Here for FeedMore 
Place: Circulation Desk
Coming to the Library this season? Please 
donate to our Fall Food Drive! Help feed our 
community and visit our Virginia’s Forgotten 
Canneries exhibition while you’re here. Donate 
a food item and we’ll waive any fines or fees 
you owe the Library! Donation boxes can 
be found near the Circulation Desk and at 
the entrance of events. According to Central 
Virginia’s FeedMore organization, most-needed 
items include peanut butter, canned tuna and 
chicken, and low-sodium vegetables.

Wednesdays: Dec. 6 & Jan. 10 | 5:30–7:30 pm

Saturdays: Dec. 16, Jan. 27 & Feb. 24 
Noon–2:00 pm

Tuesday, February 6 | 5:30–7:30 pm

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
Transcribe-a-thon  
Place: Network Training Center
Registration required: http://bit.ly/LVAvolunteer
Join other volunteers to transcribe handwritten 
pages by reading written text and typing it into 
digital form. Participate in enhancing access 
to collections of more than 400 years of 
Virginia history and culture. Twelve computer 
stations will be available. If you have your own 
laptop, please bring it! Transcribe-a-thons 
are facilitated by the volunteer organization 
HandsOn Greater Richmond. Minimum age is 
16 (12 with an adult).

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
Friday (at noon)–Tuesday, December 22–26 
HOLIDAY CLOSING
Closed for the Christmas Holiday 

Saturday–Tuesday, December 31–January 2 
HOLIDAY CLOSING
Closed for the New Year’s Holiday 

Friday–Monday, January 12–15 
HOLIDAY CLOSING
Closed for the Lee-Jackson & the          
Martin Luther King Jr. Holidays 

For the latest event information…
Check our online calendar: www.lva.virginia.gov/news/calendar.asp 

TRAVELING EXHIBITIONS
For a schedule of our traveling exhibitions, please visit:

www.lva.virginia.gov/public/smw/2017/exhibit.htm
www.lva.virginia.gov/public/vawomen/2017/events.htm

exhibitions

at 800 
east broad

Prohibition in Virginia, Distilled

LAST CALL FOR ALCOHOL!
Through December 5, 2017 | Exhibition Gallery & Lobby
Explore the impact of Prohibition on the Old Dominion. On November 1, 1916, Virginia’s 
breweries and distilleries closed their doors as the state began a grand experiment in 
Prohibition. From that date until 1933, state inspectors and federal agents attempted to stem 
the flow of illicit alcohol to a thirsty populace. Newsreels of still-busting raids, music from 
the Jazz Age, and vintage stills complement the archival record of the exploits of Virginia’s 
Prohibition Commission. Supported in part by the Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control and the National Alcoholic Beverage Control Association. 

Virginia’s Forgotten Canneries 
Through December 30, 2017 | Second Floor Reading Rooms
Created by the Blue Ridge Institute of Ferrum College, Virginia’s Forgotten Canneries documents 
the home-canning industry developed by local farmers that supplied vegetables and fruits to the 
commonwealth’s increasingly urban population for more than 50 years. The exhibition features 
colorful and eye-catching labels—on graphic panels as well as on a pyramid of actual cans—many 
of which were created by the Piedmont Label Company (now Smyth Companies), of Bedford, 
which donated approximately 10,000 of its pre-1960 labels to the Blue Ridge Institute in 2014.
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800 East Broad Street | Richmond, VA 23219

804.692.3524 | e-mail: shop@thevirginiashop.org

Happy Holidays! 
Our wide range of holiday, literary, and historical gifts are sure 

to please everyone on your list. The Virginia Shop is your 
headquarters for items related to Richmond and Virginia, but don’t 
miss our holiday décor. We have pillows, dishtowels, and ornaments 
to get you into the southern holiday spirit. Visit our stores or our 
online shop. Looking for something specific? Contact us.

Shop our online store 24 hours a day at 

WWW.THEVIRGINIASHOP.ORG. Or visit the 

shop and take advantage of the (limited) free 

and secure parking below the Library.
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Founder’s Circle Gifts 
of $2,500+
Anonymous

Janet Armentrout

Dominion Energy

Jan Karon / Mitford Children’s 
Foundation

Lisa R. Moore

Thomas P. Myers

Dianne Robinson

Kathy & Steven Rogers

Smithfield Foods, Inc.

Thomas F. Jeffress Memorial Trust

Virginia Foundation for 
Humanities & Public Policy  

Carole & Marcus Weinstein

Leadership Circle Gifts
of $1,000–$2,499
Ann McCauley Askew

The Hon. & Mrs.                 
Gerald L. Baliles

L. S. & J. S. Bryan Fund of The 
Community Foundation Serving 
Richmond & Central Virginia 

Estate of Robert Y. Clay

Encyclopedia Virginia, a 
publication of the Virginia 
Foundation for the Humanities

Enrichmond Foundation

Friends of the                   
Virginia State Archives

William M. Gilliam

The Jamestowne Society

Mary Jo & Joe Kearfott

Mary Lynn & Nick Kotz  

Janna & Marc Leepson

Chris Marston

N. Garland Miller / Heart Sing

Mutual Assurance Society of 
Virginia Fund of The Community 
Foundation Serving Richmond & 
Central Virginia

Anna M. Moser &                 
Peter B. Schwartz

Stephanie & Edward Oldfield III

Ellen K. Penick

Elizabeth Cabell Richardson

Rouse-Bottom Foundation

Marcy & Hunter Sims

Julia K. Sutherland &          
Philip Smith

Times Publishing Company

Sandra Gioia Treadway

Katie & Ted Ukrop

Virginia Distillers Association

W. Bruce Wingo

Patron Gifts                 
of $500–$999
Anonymous

Dana & Marshall Acuff, Jr.

John Mason L. Antrim

Bob & Corynne Arnette

Elizabeth Askew

Lynn & J. Temple Bayliss

Annette Breingan & Robert White 

Amy Bridge 	

Mr. & Mrs. Peter E. Broadbent, Jr.

Grace & Bill Broaddus

Buford Family Fund of The 
Community Foundation Serving 
Richmond & Central Virginia

Deborah Clayton 

P. Steven Craig

Vanessa Crews

Betty Ann Dillon

Kate Duval

Jim Glanville

Clara H. Harsh 

Heather & Scott Hicks

Anna Logan Lawson

John Metz

Su Yong Min

Jan Neuharth & Joseph Keusch

R.E.B. Foundation

Julia M. Rickus

Mariah Robinson

Robert B. Starke, Jr.

Cherie Swenson

Lucia Anna (Pia) Trigiani

Virginia Genealogical Society

Kenan & Briscoe White III

Sustainer Gifts              
of $250–$499 
Huldah & Wyndham Anderson

William Bays

William Bedwell

Mildred Bell

Amy Bertsch

Carol & Warren Billings

Lorene & Bob Blackwood

Jon Bowerbank

K. Johnson Bowles

Peter Bowles

Amy Lynn Breedlove

The Hon. & Mrs.                      
L. Preston Bryant, Jr.

Elizabeth Butterworth

Linda Caldwell

Michael Chesson

Anne Gordon Curran

Adele & Robert deButts

Virginia Dunn

Robbie & Mark Emblidge

Harold Gill

The Hon. & Mrs. Barry R. Green

Eugene A. Gregory

John H. & Margaret C. Hager 
Fund of The Community 
Foundation Serving Richmond   
& Central Virginia

Lindsay & Brenton Halsey

Carol L. Hampton &           
Robert W. Downs, Jr.

Laura & Robert Hartless

Jan Hathcock

Carol C. Henderson

R. Neil Hening

Darlene L. Hunter

Mr. & Mrs.                               
F. Claiborne Johnston, Jr.

Mary & Miles Cary Johnston, Jr.

Gregg Kimball

Jane & Joseph Knox

Robert Kyle

Brenda & Parker Lee

Edith M. & Robert        
Chambliss Light, Jr.

Bessie S. Manz

Adrienne & John Maxwell, Jr.

Valerie & Michael Mayo

Debra A. McClane 

Mr. & Mrs. Lyle W. Minter

Terry Moore

Robert T. Muse

Emily O’Quinn

Dorothy & Stanley Pauley

Mary Bryan Perkins

Alexander B. Rawles

Ann & Charles Larus Reed, Jr.

Bagley Reid

Mark Romer

Rachel & George Sanborn

Robert M. Sexton

Katherine Smallwood &      
Robert Gottschalk

Margaret Owen Thorpe

Margaret L. Van Hemert

Mr. & Mrs. Dudley Cabell Vest

Betty & Hays Watkins

George Wildasin

Sandra & Roger Wiley

Thomas A. Wolf

Semper Virginia Society
The members of the Semper Virginia Society help to further the Library of Virginia Foundation’s 

mission of promoting cultural and historical literacy throughout the commonwealth. 

Each gift represents a strong vote of support for the work that we do and is gratefully received. 

This list represents gifts of $50 or more that were received 

between July 1, 2016, and June 30, 2017, and includes 

both unrestricted gifts and gifts restricted to a specific project.

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA FOUNDATION
A N N U A L  S U P P O R T  2 0 1 7
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Supporter Gifts               
of $100–$249
Christopher Agnew

Alex and Ani, LLC

Richard Anderson

Jean & Breck Arrington, Jr.

Elizabeth Askew

Carl Avers

Lois A. Badey

Cynthia Bailey 

Glenna Bailey

Barbara Batson

Mason & Wyatt Beazley III

Denise Booth

Betty Bowles

Caroline Brandt

Howard Brown, Jr.

Sarah Bryant

Mrs. Russell Burt

Kristin Cabral

Elizabeth Lee Camp

Mary Cardozo

Mary Carr

Sandra & Richard Carrington III

Deanna Chavez

Susan Chiarello

Children of the Confederacy, 
Virginia Division

Shawna & Mike Christos

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen C. Clark, Jr.

Joel Cocks

William Cole

Mr. & Mrs. David Condon

Laura Crank

Julia & John Curtis, Jr.

Allen Denmark

Pam & Thomas Digges

District of Columbia             
State Society Daughters of 
Colonial Wars

Nadine & James Donachy

Christina Dunn 

Kenneth Eberhart

Carole & Conley Edwards III

The Hon. & Mrs.                
Walter H. Emroch

Brenda Epperson

Mohammed Esslami

Kelley Ewing

Mark Fagerburg	

Eric Fairfield / The HF Group

Crissandra Faison

Susan Falbo

Jean Federico

Philomena & Joseph Formica

William Fox

Fran & Lawrence Framme III

Cecilia & Alfred Fry

Sharon Gable

Carrie Galeski

Jane & Ray Garland

Joan & Peter Gates

Elyse Gefell

Genealogical Research    
Institute of Virginia

Georgianne Ginder

Betty Gollwitzer

Georgie & Gilbert Green

Dawn Greggs

Virginia Griffith

Elizabeth Grizzard

Serf Guerra

Alyce Hackney

Mary Helen Hackney

Dr. & Mrs. Dana B. Hamel

Jane Hamilton

Lucinda Harrison-Cox

Patricia Haynsworth

Jean Holman

Harriett Hook

JoAnn & Peter Howard

Michael House 

Linda & Roger Hultgren

John Jameson

June & LeVonne Johnson

Ed Jordan

Willa Kalman

George Kegley

Susan Keller

Gordon Kerby

Roberta Kerr

Sandra Kidd

Jessica & Dean King

Robert Kline

John Kneebone &          
Elizabeth Roderick

Lyn & Donald Kocen

Sara Koperski

Ronald Kozlowski

Susan Krumhaus

Jon Kukla

Bob Kyle

Charlotte LaRoy

Alice & Robert Lynch

Calvin Lucy, Jr.

Mary-Ball Massey

Trudy & Larry McCarty

Lynne McClendon

Charlotte McCutcheon

Emily & James McDaniel

Mary McDonald

Kim McDougle

Mary Beth McIntire

C. Q. Meadows 

William Milam

George Mitchell, Jr.

Maria Mitchell

Marilyn Moll

Phyllis Moore

Thurston R. Moore

Sara Moriarty

Martha & Richard Morrill

Shelley Murphy

The Nabama Foundation /  
Family of Lori W. McElroy

Rob Natelson

Patty & Ned Nicholas

Michael Nicholls

Trudy Norfleet

Christopher Oprison

John Orrock

Hugo Owens, Jr.

Joseph Aaron Papa

Patrice Owens Parker

Elizabeth Paschall

Sharon & Edson Pederson

Virginia & Manuel Pinto, Jr.

Jane & Kenneth Plum

Marilyn Pollard

Andrea Potts

Leighton Powell

Lynn Rainville

Karen Ramsdell

Dee Raubenstine

Avis Bonita Robinson

Martha Rollins

Patricia Rollston

Gilbert Rosenthal

John Rupp

Emily & John Salmon

Nancy & Robert Scoggins

Virginius Shackelford III

Charol Shakeshaft

Betty Shepard

Beverly Sherrid

Julia Shields

Mary & Dennett Slemp

Mrs. William F. Smith

Errol Somay

Catherine Southworth

Janet Spahr

Peggy & Jamie Stalnaker 

Ann & Stephen Story

Kristin Swenson &                
Craig Slingluff, Jr.

Richard Szucs

Sue & Francis Terminella

J. Richard Toler

Anne & Robert Turnbull

Virginia & Massie Valentine*

Robert C. Vaughan III

Ed Via

Kristen Wack

Dorris Wampler* 

John Warkentin

David Weaver

John Wells

Diane & David West

Clara Belle Wheeler

William Whitley

Georga Williams

Beatrice & Richard Wills

Amy Winegardner

Betty Woodward

Mary & Jonathan Woody

Lara Wulff 

Friend Gifts                   
of $50–$99
Michael Abley

Diane & David Adkins

Julian Adkins

Alfred Alexander

Janis Allen

Robert Alley

Rosemarie Ashton

Lee Ball

Sandra & Robert Balster

David Bearr

Jan Belote

S. Woodruff Bentley, Sr. /       
The Bolling Family Association

J. David Bishop

Linda Bishop

Jennifer Blessman

The Hon. & Mrs.               
Robert Bloxom, Sr.

G. E. Borst

Hylah & J. P. McGuire Boyd

Arlene Bradley

Matilda & John Bradshaw, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bridge

George Bruner, Jr.

Sarah Bryant

Caryl Burtner

Jean Busboso

Thomas Casey

Virginia Cherry

Carl Colonna

Norma & Wayne Combs

Dianne Conwell
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Larry Coons

Renna Cosner

Janet Crow

Carol & Lonnie Dalton

Betsy & Gordon Davies

Mary & Allen Davis

Rickey Davis

Mr. & Mrs. H. Talmage Day

Lillian Dean

Meredith DeGuenther

Lyn & Tom Emory, Jr.

Shirley Ennis

Mr. & Mrs. John M. Epperly

L. Nelson Farley

Laura Feller & John Fleckner 

Callie & Jim Freed

Joyce Garner

Mr. & Mrs. James Goetzinger

William Goodman

Noreen Goodson

John Grady

Linda & William Green

Bettie Grose

Amelia Guckenburg

Susan Guckenburg

William Hall

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hamilton

Dr. & Mrs. Charles E. Hamner, Jr.

Linda Harwell

Shelia & Stanley Hazen

Marina Heiss

Ann Henderson

Alfred Herman

Janet Hollatz

Donna Hollie

Jennie & Robert Howe, Jr.

Merle Hundley

C. Gordon Keesee

Marion Cooper Kennedy

Martha King

Stanard Lanford

Robert Lee & Sue Kellon 

Bryce Lindsay

Barbara Little

S. J. Lobaugh

Elizabeth Long

Judith & John Looney

Karen & Rodney Lorence

Win & Roger Loria

Joan Losen

Anne & Dan Malone

Ralph Mann

Gerald McCarthy

Sean McCauley

Elaine McCrate

Maria McKelvey

George McLean, Jr.

Mrs. E. A. McMath

Margaret McNeny

Grayson Miller, Jr.

Robert Miller

Joseph Morgan

Roger Neathawk

Dale Neighbors

Judi Niermann

W. K. Norman, Jr.

Susan Norwood

Nancy Ody

Nancy & Charles Ohlinger

John Pagan

Patricia Parks

Philip Paschall

Patsy Pettus

Peter Piness

Frank Pleva

Lee M. Price

Edward Pulliam

Rebecca Quesenberry

Daniel Ream

William Reese

Melanie Remple

Barbara Rio

Laurie & Penn Rogers

Patricia Row

Frances Sadler

Jacqueline Schryer

John Selph

Josie Shotts

Betty Shumate

Ann Silverstein

Melinda & Ernest E. Skinner

McNeale Smith

Susan Sokolsky

Nancy & Morton Thalhimer, Jr.

Rebecca S. Thames-Simmons

Margaret Thomas

Pat & Ken Thomas

Valerie Townes

Patsy S. Turney

United Way of Greater    
Richmond & Petersburg

Patricia & Douglas Valentine

Nancy & Ernest Vaughan, Jr.

Mary Vidlak

The Virginia Society of the 
Dames of the Court of Honor

Jessica Ward

Paula Ward

Camille Wells

Shirley & Edgar Wheeler

Patricia White

Laura & Donald Whitley

James Williamson

Sandra Williamson

Mary Windle-Jacob

Nadine Wingfield

Roland Woodward

Honor Gifts

In honor of Amy Bridge	
Leighton Powell

In honor of                       
Sandra MacLean Clunies 
District of Columbia State Society 
Daughters of Colonial Wars

In honor of Tom Crew	

Genealogical Research       
Institute of Virginia

In honor of Dr. Henry Grunden
Audrey McElhinney

In honor of Susie Marston & 
Meherrin Regional Library 
Elizabeth Grizzard

In honor of Dan Stackhouse	
Patricia White

In honor of Carole Weinstein
Marilyn & Jay Weinberg

In honor of the                    
White & Hudgins families
Robert T. White

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Sara Bearss
Marina Heiss

In memory of                       
Mary Elizabeth Canham 

Peggy & Jamie Stalnaker

In memory of Lillian P. Eberle 

G. E. Borst

Anne Deem

Margaret Grosser

Cindy & Dennis Hamilton

Janet Hollatz

Sharon & Earle Maiman

The Nabama Foundation /  
Family of Lori W. McElroy

Mrs. Robert Preston

Lee M. Price

Julia & Michael Rickus

Jill H. Sauter

In memory of Earl Hamner, Jr.
Barbara Lynn Griffith

In memory of Philippa P. Osdene
Roger Neathawk

In memory of                     
William Francis Smith
Nancy Smith
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The Fry-Jefferson Map Society seeks to develop, 
enhance, and promote the cartographic collections 
of the Library of Virginia by supporting its 
research, acquisition, preservation, education, 
exhibition, and lecture programs. All gifts to the 
Map Society go directly to support the Library’s 
cartographic collection and programs.

Anonymous 

Penny Anderson

William G. Anderson

Jerome Becker

John W. Bottger

Kim Brace

William H. Browder, Jr.

Jeffrey Cartwright

Joseph V. Catanzaro

Philip M. Deemer

Susan & John Docktor

Eliane & John Dotson

June & Porter Echols, Jr.

Margaret Page Edgerton

Evelyn Edson

Ralph E. Ehrenberg

Susan & David R. Goode

Dennis M. Gurtz

John H. Haldeman

Capt. J. H. Hardaway, USN, Ret.

Alfred A. Herman

Donna Johnson

Hubert O. Johnson III

Judy & James Lester, Jr.

Joseph L. Marinucci

Marianne M. McKee

Anna & George McLean, Jr.

Thomas P. Myers

Stephanie & Edward Oldfield III

Kelly Pickerel

Bernice & Peter Porrazzo

Roy E. Putze

Carolyn & Clyde Ratcliffe

Kathleen Register

Laurie & Penn Rogers

Jennifer Runyon

Jeanne & Thomas Sander

Albert H. Small

Mary & Jack Spain, Jr.

William A. Stanley 

Alyson L. Taylor-White 

Mr. & Mrs. Hendrikus E. Theloosen

Kathryn Gillespie Thurman

J. Thomas Touchton

Col. (Ret.) Luke Vavra

David A. Williams

Thomas A. Wolf

Nat Wooding

Joyce & Bill Wooldridge

Don Zeigler

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Zeugner through           
The Community Foundation Serving 
Richmond & Central Virginia

Membership in the Virginia Authors Circle          
is open to Virginia authors, their families, and 
those interested in all things literary. All funds 
raised go directly toward purchasing titles by 
Virginia authors.

Tom Angleberger & Cece Bell

David Bearr

Barbara P. Chavatel

Michael A. Chitwood

The Hon. Martin Fillmore Clark, Jr.

Edward P. Crapol

Ruth H. Doumlele

Bob Lipper & Margaret Edds

A. Roger Ekirch

Clifford Garstang

Carolyn K. Gomez & Patricio Foronda

Tony Horwitz

Michael House

Kathy & Joe Jackson, Jr.

Marc Leepson

Louis H. Manarin

Debra A. McClane

Katherine Neville

Michael Nicholls

Virginia Pye

George Reiger

Emily & John Salmon

Lee Smith 

Ron Smith

Martha Steger

Library of Virginia               
Literary Awards Celebration   
2016 Sponsors

Anonymous 

Kristin Cabral

Christian & Barton

Dominion Energy

Carol L. Hampton & Robert W. Downs, Jr.

Janna & Marc Leepson

Chris Marston

MercerTrigiani

Anna M. Moser & Peter B. Schwartz 

Katherine Neville

Richmond Times-Dispatch

Roots Matter

Kathy & Steven Rogers

Smithfield Foods

University of Richmond

Horacio Valeiras, Virginia Tech                
Board of Visitors

Virginia Tech, RVA Alumni Chapter

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Carole & Marcus Weinstein 

Matching Gift Companies

These companies supported the philanthropy of 
their employees by matching their contributions. 
Please contact your human resources office to 
find out whether your company has a matching 
gift program.

Bank of America 

Collie Limited Partnership

Dominion Energy

ExxonMobil

IBM

Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies

Norfolk Southern Foundation 

Pfizer Foundation

Media Partners

The Community Ideas Station

Richmond Times-Dispatch

If there is an error in this listing, please call 
the Foundation office at 804.692.3900.    
We apologize for any inconvenience.

V
A

Virginia 
Authors 
Circle
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In Need of Conservation and 
Up for Adoption

Maps Related to the 
Board of Public Works
Genre: Map Collection | Date: 1827 | Size: 37.5" x 47.25"

Description: Virginia’s state map of 1827—a reduced version of a 

larger map produced in 1826—was one of the first of its kind to be 

copyrighted by a state government. Its information comes from county 

maps made under the supervision of John Wood and Herman Boÿe. 

Of the 48 known surviving Wood-Boÿe maps, 40 are housed here 

at the Library of Virginia, three are in county courthouses, three are 

in private repositories, and two are in the National Archives. These 

maps are part of the Library’s Board of Public Works Map Collection, 

which consists of manuscript and printed maps and surveys for canal, 

navigation, railroad, and turnpike companies. This series also includes 

river surveys, internal improvement maps, maps for special projects, 

and related plans and drawings.
	

Proposed Treatment: Remove cellulose acetate lamination with 

solvent. Treat aqueously. Provide an overall lining of Japanese 

tissue. Additional water-solubility testing on inks will be required 

after cellulose acetate removal to confirm suitability of water-based 

treatment. Rejoin the two sections into a single map.
  	

Total Estimated Conservation Cost (for the map featured here): $1,300 
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ADOPT VIRGINIA’S HISTORY

Save a Piece of the Past
Your gift can preserve items in the collections

The Adopt Virginia’s History program supports conservation 

efforts for the 126 million items and books in the Library of 

Virginia’s collections. The Library of Virginia Foundation raises 

funds for the Library’s conservation projects through private 

donations to the program by individuals, groups, and member 

societies, such as the Fry-Jefferson Map Society, which focuses 

on map conservation. For more information about this program, 

please contact Dawn Greggs at 804.692.3813 or dawn.

greggs@lva.virginia.gov. To view “before” and “after” images of 

our conservation projects and the current list of conservation 

projects in need of support, go to www.lva.virginia.gov/involved/

adopt.asp.

VIRGINIA STATE MAP 

H. S. Tanner and E. B. Dawson engraved and published this hand-colored map of 

Virginia in 1827.
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COLONIAL VIRGINIA PAPERS               
FROM THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
RECORDS COLLECTION 

Genre: Manuscript Material | Date: 1679–1708 

Description: This collection of loose colonial Virginia papers consists largely 

of government records kept by the clerk of the colonial Council, the royal 

governor, and other officials. These oversized vellum documents are very 

sensitive to humidity, and had shrunk and wrinkled over time. Their uneven 

surfaces make them vulnerable to abrasion and loss of text. Three oversize 

items from this collection, described below, were adopted for conservation.

A Commission to Thomas Culpeper from                       

King Charles II, Adopted by Neil Henning 

Conservation Cost: $400

A commission of instructions from King Charles II granted to Thomas 

Culpeper, second baron Culpeper of Thoresway, as governor of the 

colony of Virginia, following the death of Sir William Berkeley, dated 

December 6, 1679. 

Two Colonial Deeds, Adopted by the                

Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia

Conservation Cost: $800 

A deed between William Harlee, of Witham in Essex County, 

England, and John Savill, of Colchester in Essex County, for 50 

acres in Hatfield Peverel, Essex County, dated June 8, 1713. 

A deed between Stephen Coney, of Burwash in Sussex County, 

Virginia; Edward Austin, also of Burwash; and Constance Cromh, 

of Heathfield in Sussex County, widow of William Cromh, dated 

January 6, 1708. According to the deed, William Cromh originally 

sold three parcels of land containing 16 acres of Heathfield to 

Coney on January 12, 1701. 

Conservation Treatment: The items were relaxed in an ultrasonic 

humidity chamber, gently flattened, and then housed in custom storage 

enclosures. 

–Audrey C. McElhinney, Senior Manuscript, Map, and Rare Book Librarian

ADOPTION SUCCESS STORIES
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CONSERVATION TERMINOLOGY: Ink Solubility
When conducting a conservation treatment on manuscript materials, tests must first be performed to establish ink solubility. While 
modern inks are often soluble in organic solvents, older inks are more soluble in water. The removal of lamination requires treatment 
with both. Some maps contain water-colored elements, which can also be affected by an aqueous treatment. In some cases, fixatives 
may be used to protect soluble media and enable an aqueous treatment to be performed.

BEFORE & AFTER 

This 1679 commission to Thomas Culpeper from 

King Charles II, shown (above) with our conservator 

after treatment, received new housing that will allow 

for easier handling and a more secure environment 

for the vellum document now that it has been 

conserved and scanned for researchers.
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1. 

in circulation WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
AT THE LIBRARY

1. Left to right: Librarian of Virginia Sandra Treadway, Haven Headley of the 

Montpelier Branch of Pamunkey Regional Library, and senior map archivist 

Cassandra Farrell share information on library resources with a visitor at the 

Library’s booth at the State Fair of Virginia on October 7, 2017.

2. WTVR CBS Channel 6 chief photographer Brad Wilson (left) and 

reporter Greg McQuade (right) film architectural models from the Library’s 

collections in the Special Collections Reading Room on September 27, 

2017, for a news story on Richmond architect Haigh Jamgochian. 

3. Genealogy conference attendees take a break between sessions 

during “Virginia: Where African American Genealogy and History Begin,” 

held at the Library on September 15, 2017.

4. Governor Terry McAuliffe (center front) poses with the participants 

and organizers of the “Governor’s Datathon 2017: Using Data and 

Analytics to Battle the Opioid Crisis,” held at the Library on September 

28–29, 2017.

5. Writer and historian Jon Kukla (right) and a historical interpreter dressed 

as Patrick Henry pose with a copy of Kukla’s book Patrick Henry: 
Champion of Liberty after his talk at the Library on July 6, 2017. 

Find more event images at www.flickr.com/photos/lvaevents
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SEMPER VIRGINIA SOCIETY
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Library of Virginia Online Donation Page www.lva.virginia.gov/donate

t this special time of year, when family and friends gather to celebrate the 

holidays, we hope that you will remember the Library of Virginia Foundation 

in your year-end giving. Your gift to our annual fund campaign will help to preserve 

items in our collections as well as assist with the acquisition of research resources   

and items for Special Collections. 

To make a donation to our annual fund campaign, or to give a membership as 

a holiday gift, please visit our website, www.thevirginiashop.org/foundation-

membership.aspx, or call 804.692.3813.

DONATING End-of-Year Giving
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Membership Has Its Privileges

Though millions of people from across the country and around the world use the 

Library’s collections for research, the Library is only partially funded by the 

Commonwealth of Virginia. Did you know that the Library has a membership program that 

supplements its programs, events, and exhibitions? Our corps of members provides the 

support needed to share and enrich the Library’s collections. Membership is tax-deductible 

and offers many benefits:

       A subscription to Broadside, the quarterly magazine of the Library of Virginia

A one-time, 30% discount at the Virginia Shops each year you renew

A 10% discount for the remainder of your membership at the Virginia Shop and the 

Discovery Café 

Discounted tickets for special trips

Invitations to exclusive members-only programs and events

Discounted tickets for fee programming and the annual Literary Luncheon

The best benefit of all? Ensuring the continued legacy of Virginia’s history and culture. 

To learn more about the Semper Virginia Society and benefits of membership, contact 

Dawn Greggs at 804.692.3813.
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Special Giving 
Opportunities 
Do you have a particular passion within 

the Library? If so, one of these special 

giving opportunities may be for you.

Adopt Virginia’s History
Each year the Library of Virginia conserves 
hundreds of books, documents, and 
other artifacts. By “adopting” an item for 
conservation you help to keep it safe and 
available for future generations. Visit 
www.lva.virginia.gov/adopt to learn more 
and see items available for adoption.

Virginia Authors Circle
All funds raised by the Virginia Authors 
Circle go directly to support the 
acquisition, conservation, and study of 
works by Virginia authors. Membership 
is open to Virginia authors, their families, 
and those interested in all things literary. 

The Hening Society: 
Planned Giving
Bequests can help the Library in many 
ways, always based on your wishes, and 
are best made with the assistance of 
an attorney. 

Fry-Jefferson Map Society
Funds raised by the Fry-Jefferson Map 
Society develop, enhance, and promote 
the cartographic collections of the 
Library of Virginia. The $75 membership 
fee includes admission to the annual 
Voorhees Lecture and advance notice 
of other lectures and programs.

For more information, please call       
Dawn Greggs at 804.692.3813.

Donate Your Books 
and Papers
Do you have books, family papers, 
or business records that you would 
like to see preserved for future 
generations to study? They might belong 
at the Library of Virginia! Contact 
Audrey McElhinney at 804.692.0166 
or audrey.mcelhinney@lva.virginia.gov.
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