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Librarian of Virginia announces intent to retire, national search begins for her successor

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA — The Library of Virginia Board will embark on a national search for the tenth Librarian
of Virginia, after Sandra Gioia Treadway announced her intent to retire by the end of the calendar year after a
distinguished 45-year career with the agency.

“We are profoundly grateful for Dr. Treadway’s outstanding service and dedication to the Library of Virginia,”
said C. Paul Brockwell Jr., chair of the Library Board. “It is essential that we find a new leader who can build on
Sandy’s legacy and keep moving the Library’s work forward as it reaches and serves new audiences across the
commonwealth.”

A renowned historian, Treadway has served as Librarian of Virginia for the past 16 years and was deputy
librarian for 11 years prior to that. She joined the Library in 1978 as an associate editor of publications and
went on to serve in various positions before being named the State Librarian in 2007. In this role, she oversees
the Library's comprehensive collection of print and manuscript materials documenting the history, culture and
government of Virginia.

During her tenure, the Library achieved significant growth in the digitization and accessibility of its records,
opening new windows to the past for diverse audiences through projects like Virginia Untold: The African
American Narrative and Making History with LVA, a volunteer transcription program. The Library also
expanded onsite public programming to draw new audiences to its facility and strengthened outreach to
communities statewide with the launch of its mobile van, LVA On the Go, in 2023.

Her retirement comes as the Library prepares to conclude a yearlong celebration of its 200th anniversary with
a special series of events and programs.

“It has been an honor to lead an organization of such importance to the commonwealth and the nation,”
Treadway said. “As a librarian and a historian, | appreciate the richness and scope of the Library’s vast
collections and the extraordinary expertise of our dedicated staff. It has been exciting to watch our progress
over the years in making the Library’s holdings more widely accessible through innovative programs,
exhibitions and digital projects. Working to strengthen relationships within state government and the wider
library and cultural community has been immensely gratifying. And | can’t think of a better way to cap off my
career than to help the Library share the stories of Virginians from all corners of the commonwealth and all
walks of life as we celebrate our 200th anniversary.”



Treadway also led the Library’s involvement in several of Virginia’s most important historical
commemorations, such as the work of Jamestown 2007; the Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil
War Commission; the Virginia Bicentennial of the War of 1812 Commission; and American Evolution, 2019.

“We are thankful for Sandy’s steadfast leadership and for her work to build a capable, dedicated and
enthusiastic team to carry out the Library’s important missions,” said Blythe Ann Scott, vice chair of the Library
Board. “She is admired across the country for her wealth of historical knowledge and passion for unlocking
inspiration and new knowledge in the Library’s vast collection of Virginia history.”

Brockwell, chair of the Library Board, has appointed a search committee comprised of board members that is
organizing this month to begin the search for Dr. Treadway’s successor. He said he looks forward to
collaborating with the Office of the Secretary of Education on the effort to recruit to the next state librarian.

“Sandy will be a tough act to follow and leaves big shoes to fill,” Brockwell said. “Our Board is committed to
finding an excellent tenth Librarian of Virginia who can continue her hallmarks of outstanding servant-
leadership for the Library and the many people it serves across Virginia.”

Find a related image here:
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ABOUT THE LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA
The Library of Virginia is the state’s oldest institution dedicated to the preservation of Virginia’s history and
culture. Our online offerings attract nearly 4 million website visits per year, and our resources, exhibitions and
events bring in nearly 100,000 visitors each year. The Library’s collections, containing more than 130 million
items, document and illustrate the lives of both famous Virginians and ordinary citizens. The Library is located
in downtown Richmond near Capitol Square at 800 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23219. Learn more at
www.lva.virginia.gov.

ABOUT THE LIBRARIAN OF VIRGINIA

Dr. Sandra G. Treadway has served as the ninth Librarian of Virginia since 2007. She is a graduate of
Manhattanville College and earned a doctorate in American history from the University of Virginia and a
master’s degree in library and information science from the University of Tennessee. She is the author of
Women of Mark: A History of the Woman's Club of Richmond, Virginia, 1894—-1994 (1995) and coeditor of the
two-volume set Virginia Women: Their Lives and Times (2015 and 2016), among other works. She is also a
founding editor of the multivolume Dictionary of Virginia Biography and is coeditor of numerous other
historical publications. Treadway serves on several commissions and state advisory groups, including the
Virginia Freedom of Information Advisory Council and the Virginia Women’s Monument Commission. She is a
member of the American Library Association, the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies, and the Southern
Association for Women Historians, among other organizations.
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