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The world is a cold, scary place when you are about take your first leap in the deep end. When I 

was a toddler my answer to the worldly question of what I would be when I grew up was a 

definitive "policeman." As my experiences broadened, the next time my answer was an emphatic 

"Superman." But now that I'm teetering on adulthood, I need to find a real answer.  

 

As a youngster my parents instilled the importance of truth. Your character is all you have to 

show the world, they would say, so make sure it's a good one. I understood the "truth" part of the 

lesson, but the value of good character took a little longer to develop.  

 

It's 2012 and time to make my introduction to the world. I am the latest incarnation of my 

ancestral clan; I represent each of them. I represent African Americans; I represent men; I 

represent those who are tall; those who wear glasses; and the list goes on. But most importantly, 

I need to represent all the facets of me with dignity and truth. For all the wrongs I see with the 

world, I know that any change has to begin with me. If I want the world to be more caring, I have 

to embrace that quality and let the world see compassion whenever they look at me.  

 

During elementary school I started an environmental warriors club. I wanted to help the 

environment and inspire my friends and their friends to do the same. In middle school I began 

helping deliver meals and encouragement to the homeless. It's hard to hear words of hope if your 

stomach is grumbling and I wanted them to know that someone cares. In high school I started a 

group to help empower vegetarians. I raise awareness and funds for abandoned animals locally 

and throughout the state.  

 



As I move through my life's journey, I know that Mrs. Hairston's quote is well-suited to keep me 

motivated on my quest to uplift and inspire the world by exuding my positive energy onto others. 

That is my gift ... I accept it humbly and enthusiastically. 


