For Teachers:

When Gwen Bingham enlisted in the United States Army, she
thought she would serve a few years then leave. Now, over 30 years
later, she has risen through the ranks and held many important
positions. She is currently a Brigadier General, serving as the first
African American and also the first woman to be in charge of the White
Sands Missile Range in New Mexico. But that was not her only “first”;
before taking that posting; she was the first female Quartermaster
General of the Army at Fort Lee, Virginia. That means that she was in
charge of all of the people that help the Army get the supplies it needs.
General Bingham has traveled to more than 20 countries around the
world in the service of her own nation. We honor her today for her
service to all Americans and for the accomplishment of being the first
African American and woman to serve at many of her posts.
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later, she has risen through the ranks and held many important
positions. She is currently a Brigadier General, serving as the first
African American and also the first woman to be in charge of the White
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