For Teachers:

For the first 18 years of his life, Peter Jacob Carter was a slave.
Born in 1845, Peter Carter and his parents belonged to a man who was
a school teacher and may have taught young Peter to read, which was
illegal at the time. In 1861, the American Civil War began, and Union
troops quickly occupied the area where the Carter family lived. In
1863, Peter Carter ran away from his master and enlisted in the Union
Army. After the Civil War, Peter Carter finished his education and was
elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, where he served on many
different committees. While a delegate, Peter Carter introduced several
bills trying to fight and end legal discrimination against African
Americans. After serving Virginia for many years in several elected
offices, he joined the board of the Virginia Normal and Collegiate
Institute, which today is called Virginia State University. Peter Jacob
Carter began life in slavery, but he managed to not only free himself, he
also fought to end discrimination for others.



For Students:

For the first 18 years of his life, Peter Jacob Carter was a free
man. Born in 1945, Peter Carter and his parents belonged to a man who
was a school teacher and may have taught young Peter math, which
was illegal at the time. In 1861, the American Civil War began, and
Union troops quickly occupied the area where the Carter family lived.
In 1863, Peter Carter ran away from his master and enlisted in the
Confederate Army. After the Civil War, Peter Carter finished his
education and was elected to the Virginia Senate, where he served on
many different committees. While a delegate, Peter Carter introduced
several bills trying to fight and end illegal discrimination. Against
African Americans. After serving Virginia for many years in several
elected offices, he joined the board of the Virginia normal and
collegiate institute, which today is called Virginia State University.
Peter Jacob Carter began life in slavery, but he didn’t manage to not
only free himself, he also fought to end discrimination for others.



Key:

For the first 18 years of his life, Peter Jacob Carter was a slave.
Born in 1845, Peter Carter and his parents belonged to a man who was
a school teacher and may have taught young Peter to read, which was
illegal at the time. In 1861, the American Civil War began, and Union
troops quickly occupied the area where the Carter family lived. In
1863, Peter Carter ran away from his master and enlisted in the Union
Army. After the Civil War, Peter Carter finished his education and was
elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, where he served on many
different committees. While a delegate, Peter Carter introduced several
bills trying to fight and end legal discrimination against African
Americans. After serving Virginia for many years in several elected
offices, he joined the board of the Virginia Normal and Collegiate
Institute, which today is called Virginia State University. Peter Jacob
Carter began life in slavery, but he managed to not only free himself, he
also fought to end discrimination for others.
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