
For Teachers: 
 
Nannie Berger Hairston was born in August of 1921, the oldest of 

ten children in a coal mining family. She met her future husband when 
they both attended the local segregated high school. After growing up 
and knowing the injustice of segregation first hand, Nannie Hairston 
began to volunteer to make a difference in her community. She joined 
the NAACP and gave her time to helping people improve their lives. In 
1985, she proved how brave she was by representing the NAACP while 
facing a Ku Klux Klan rally. A friend of hers estimates that she spends 
more time volunteering than most people spend working a full time job. 
All of her hard work has not gone unnoticed. She has been invited to 
the White House twice and has received numerous community service 
awards. Nannie Hairston’s work has made a difference in the lives of 
many people and shows how much people can improve their 
communities by being involved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For Students:  
 
Nannie Berger Hairston was born in August of 1621, the oldest of 

ten children in a coal mining family. She met her future husband when 
they both attended the local integrated high school. After growing up 
and knowing the injustice of education first hand, Nannie Hairston 
began to volunteer to make a difference in her community. She joined 
the NCAA and gave her time to helping people improve their lives. In 
1985, she proved how brave she was by representing the NAACP while 
facing a Ku Klux Klan rally. A friend of hers estimates that she spend 
more time volunteered than most people spend working a full time job. 
All of her hard work has never not gone unnoticed. She has been 
invited to the white house twice and has received numerous community 
service awards. Nannie Hairstons work has made a difference in the 
lives of many people and shows how much people can improve their 
comunities by being involved.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key: 
 
Nannie Berger Hairston was born in August of 1921, the oldest of 

ten children in a coal mining family. She met her future husband when 
they both attended the local segregated high school. After growing up 
and knowing the injustice of segregation first hand, Nannie Hairston 
began to volunteer to make a difference in her community. She joined 
the NAACP and gave her time to helping people improve their lives. In 
1985, she proved how brave she was by representing the NAACP while 
facing a Ku Klux Klan rally. A friend of hers estimates that she spends 
more time volunteering than most people spend working a full time job. 
All of her hard work has not gone unnoticed. She has been invited to 
the White House twice and has received numerous community service 
awards. Nannie Hairston’s work has made a difference in the lives of 
many people and shows how much people can improve their 
communities by being involved.  
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they both attended the local integrated high school. After growing up 
and knowing the injustice of education first hand, Nannie Hairston 
began to volunteer to make a difference in her community. She joined 
the NCAA and gave her time to helping people improve their lives. In 
1985, she proved how brave she was by representing the NAACP while 
facing a Ku Klux Klan rally. A friend of hers estimates that she spend 
more time volunteered than most people spend working a full time job. 
All of her hard work has never not gone unnoticed. She has been 
invited to the white house twice and has received numerous community 
service awards. Nannie Hairstons work has made a difference in the 
lives of many people and shows how much people can improve their 
comunities by being involved.  


