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Funeral servioes will be held at
11:30 a.m. tomorrow for Mrs.
Esther I Cooper, 88, a longtime
Arlington civil rights leader, who
died unexpectedly of cardiac ar-
rest Saturday at her home, 500 S.
Veitch St. She came to that house
as a bride 56 years ago.

Mrs. Cooper, presidet emeritus
and lfetime member of the Ar-
lington branch of the National
Assn., for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), was &
founder and first president of the
Arlington branch of the NAACP in
1940.

She was president of the Arling-
ton branch of the NAACP 13 years.
In 1956 she wus bhonored with a
lifetme membership In'the orga-
nization. Again In 195 Mrs, Coop-
er was honored at the 25th anni-
versary of the Arlington branch

Esther Cooper,Area
Rights Leader, Dies

Cooper's first job was working for

the lste State Rep. Harry Sinith §

of Clevelund, first Negro momber
of the Ohio legislature. She edited
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a newspaper, The Gazelte, pub- s

lished by Rep. Smith, e Intio-

duced the first anti-lynching bill B3

in the Ohio Siate legislature,

She later worked a year us sec-
retary to Neennie H. Burroughs of
Loulsville, Ky., who became pre-
sident of the National Ttaining
School for Women and Cirls In
Washington. Miss Burroughs then
was president of the auxiliary to
the ‘ National Baptist Convention,
After she married and was living
in Arlington, Mrs. Cooper launght
business subjects at the National
Training School for Women and
Girls.

In 1913 Mrs. Cooper accopted a
clvil service appointment in Wash-

of the NAACP.
Bom in Cleveland, Ohio, Mrs.

ington as a secretary in the Forest
(See ESTIER, Page 2)
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