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CRUMP

Began his career as a bus boy.
Because he wanted to be the very best bus
boy in world, he has become a featured
dancer. Now his ambition is to be a
worthy successor to his friend, Bill
Robinson. That’s why when he’s not actually
on the stage, he’s practicing his steps and

thinking up new dance routines.

Being the Best Bus Boy

FLAT

ON HIS BACK

BUT HE

NEVER LOSES

ATAP

Earned Him an Opportunity to Compete for Best Dancer

By LILLIAN JOHNSON

BALTIMORE- Pleasant R. Crump, the dancer who won first place on a Major Bowes

program two Thursday nights ago, is not only at the present time the featured member of

a Bowes unit, a dance stylist, and a comedian, but he is an ambassador of good will as

well.



And the institution for which he spreads good will are nonetheless than the
National Hotel Management chain of hostelries whose Belmont Plaza and Hotel New
Yorker of New York City gave him his start.

As a side-line, he also spreads good will for his native city, Richmond, Va.,

and among his credentials is a letter from Mayor J. Fulmer Bright of that

city, which says among other things:

“Just always remember that you come from Richmond, Va. Therefore, you can
hold your head high.

“Some day, | expect to see your name in big headlines as a possible successor to
our good old friend, Bill Robinson.”

And the mayor could have paid Pleasant no higher tribute than to liken him to Bill
Robinson, whom the younger dancer idolizes.

“I named my four-month old daughter, Fannie, after Bill’s wife,” he said.

The child’s name is Dolores Fannie. “If it had been a boy,” Crump said, “I

would have named him for Bill.”

Among his most prized possessions are clippings of and letters from Bojangles,
who Crump says has never failed to encourage him.

Crump began his career as a bus boy in a Richmond hotel, the Capitol. He
decided then and there he would be the best bus boy the hotel ever had.

Best Bus Boy
In a short time his willingness to work, to live up to his name, Pleasant, caught the

attention of the manager, W. E. Hockett, white. Then Mr. Hockett began to learn other



things about Pleasant. He found out that Pleasant had to leave school at an early age in
order to help support his mother.

He found out that when Pleasant was pushing tables full of dishes around he was
dancing a little jig all the time he was doing the pushing.

Then he found out as Pleasant stacked chairs on tables prior to doing the

cleaning, he was sounding out the chairs by lying down on the floor and

tapping into the chair from his prone position.

Mr. Hockett decided that life ought to hold better things for Crump than just being
the best bus boy in the Capitol Hotel. So, he wrote to George V. Riley, the manager of the
Hotel New Yorker, about his unusual bus boy.

Dishwasher and Dancing

The New Yorker sent for him and he soon found that he had less and less
dishwashing to do, and that more and more often, he was called out to the dance floor to
show patrons of the ballroom how well he could dance.

Then he got an audition with Major Bowes and brought the house down.
Immediately, the manager of the Baltimore’s Hippodrome wired the Major, asking if
Crump couldn’t come down and join the Collegiate unit, which was to open the following
day at the Baltimore house.

And Crump stopped the show!

“Discovery of the week, interpolated in the current doings by managerial request,
is Pleasant Crump, with good comedy and selling ability,” Variety said. “Audience goes

for his stuff, which earns a pleasing truckin encore.”



Pride in his work and in the fact that it is all original is equaled by his pride

in his wife, who he says can dance as well as he can, and in the baby, who he

hopes will grow up to be a great dancer.

He also has a brother, Freddie, who is the drummer with Norman Thomas’s
quintet, now, making a tour of Europe.

The group is playing this week at the Million Dollar Pier in Atlantic City and
there are prospects of other engagements in the immediate future.

Of course, | haven’t seen them all. But in the view of the fact that he ranks with
the best now, and also because he says he means to keep on dancing and to study and
work hard as long as he dances, it seems that the young man in the red bellboy’s jacket-

Pleasant Crump—is the most likely candidate to succeed the great Bojangles.



