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G.ANNE NELSON RICHArDSON (B. 1956)

G. Anne Nelson Richardson became chief of the Rappahannock in
1998, when she succeeded her father, Captain O. Nelson. As a child
her Indian name was Princess Little Fawn. She grew up on Indian
Neck, in King and Queen County. At age eighteen she was elected
assistant chief. Her work on a study to establish the historical
predecessors of the eight modern Virginia tribes helped the
Rappahannock win official state recognition in February 1983.

In 1991 Richardson became executive director of Mattaponi-
Pamunkey-Monacan, Inc., a consortium providing training and
employment services for Virginia Indians. In January 1998 she was
elected to her first five-year term as chief of the Rappahannock,
the first woman to hold the position since early in the eighteenth
century. Of the three hundred Rappahannock, about half live on or
near tribal lands in Caroline, Essex, and King and Queen Counties.

Richardson has diligently worked for cultural, economic, and social

BENITa FITZGETaLD MOSLEY (B. 1961)

The second woman and the first African American to win an
Olympic geld medal in the 100-meter hurdles, Benita Fitzgerald
Mosley is today a-highly visible telecommunications executive.
Born in Warrenton, she-grew up in nearby Dale City, where at
an early age she began to exeel in both sports and academics.
Her accomplishments in track and.field competitions won her
induction into the Virginia High School Hall of Fame and a full
athletic scholarship to the University of Tennessee, where she
earned a B.S. in industrial engineering. While at Tennessee,
she was a fifteen-time All-American and won four National
Collegiate Athletic Association titles, including three 100-
meter hurdles outdoor championships. Moseley qualified-as a
member of the 1980 and the 1984 U.S. Olympic Teams and won
her history-making gold medal at the 1984 Los Angeles games.
Mosley has been inducted into the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame
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revitalization, including completing a cultural center and planning
for housing and future tribal development.

Richardson became chair of the Native American Employment
and Training Council in 2005. She campaigns for federal recognition
of Virginia's documented tribes and lobbies at both state and federal
levels to ensure their rights. She seeks to educate the public by
dispelling stereotypes. When asked in 2000 the single thing she
wanted the public to know about the Rappahannock, Richardson
replied, “That my people still exist and will continue to exist. I think
most people, when they think about the history of Virginia and the
Indians in particular, . . . think about these things like the dinosaurs
that existed and died and now we're writing about them and learning
about them. But that’s not the case with the tribes. They have vibrant

communities that have been preserved for thousands of years.”

and the University of Tennessee’s Lady Volunteers Hall of Fame.

Early in the 1990s Mosley turned from competition to sports
marketing and administration. She served as a regional director for
Special Olympics International in Washington, D.C., as program
director for the marketing division of the Atlanta Committee for
the Olympic Games, and as director located in Colorado of the
four Olympic training centers in the United States. She has been
president of the board of the Women's Sports Foundation and is
a staunch advocate for expanding opportunities for young women
in sports and fitness education. In 2001 the nonprofit Women
in Cable and Telecommunications, a 4,500-member association
based in Chantilly, Virginia, appointed Mosley as its president
and chief operating officer. In 2004 Television Week Magazine
named her Cable Television Executive of the Year.
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Women have been an integral part of life in
Virginia since the earliest days of recorded
history, yet their contributions/have often been
overlooked in the history books. Until well into
the twentieth century, women could not serve
in the military, vote, or hold public office, and
written histories tended to focus on the deeds
of great warriors and famous statesmen, ignor-
ing women’s roles as wives, mothers, teachers,
nurses, farmers, artists, pioneers, laborers,
and community builders.

Today, we recognize and celebrate women's
accomplishments in all walks of life, par-
ticularly in March each year, which has been

designated by Congress as National Women's
History Month. The Library of Virginia, in
partnership with the Virginia Foundation for
Women, presents the 2006 Virginia Women in
History poster to honor eight women—past and
present—who have made important contribu-
tions to Virginia and America. We encourage
you to learn more about these fascinating
women who saw things differently from their
contemporaries, developed new approaches to
old problems, strove for excellence based on
the courage of their convictions, and initiated
changes in Virginia and America that continue
to have an impact on our lives today.



KATHCI'TNE HAI'WOOD WALLEI BAITCTT
1858-1925
STAFFOI'D COUNTY, REFOIrmer

Mary virGinia Hawes Teraunc
1830—-1922
AIMELIa COUNTyY, WIITEr

Katherine Harwood Waller Barrett devoted her
life to providing needed medical care, shelter,

For seventy-five years Mary Virginia Hawes
Terhune’s pen name, Marion Harland, was
education, and training for unmarried mothers
and their children.

nationally known to readers of her novels, short
stories, and domestic advice.

JOHN-GELINE MaCDONALD BOWIMan GI'aC€ BI€WSTCI Murray HOrPpeEr

1890-1946
RICHIMOND, BUSINESS EXCCUTIVE

John-Geline MacDonald Bowman helped establish
business and professional organizations for
Virginia women and served as president of the
National Federation of Business and Professional

1906—-1992
ATLINGTON county, CompuTer
SCIENCE PIONEECT aD REAI' ADIMITAL

Nicknamed “Grandma COBOL,” Grace Brewster

Murray Hopper was a pioneer in computer science
and the first woman to achieve the rank of rear

Women’s Clubs. admiral in the United States Navy.
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SISTEer Marie MajeLLa Berc HF ”FW . MaryTyLer Freeman cHeekMcCLenaHan
1916-2004 1917-2005
ATLINGTON COUNTY RICHMOND, CIVIC LeaDer
COLLEGE Presipent

Mary Tyler Freeman Cheek McClenahan worked

Sister Marie Majella Berg transformed Marymount 1{0) imprOVC the llfe Of RlChmOﬂd reSidentS and to

University from a junior college for women to
a coeducational university during thirty years as
its president.

preserve Virginia’'s/history.

G. ANNNE NELSOIN RICHAI'DSOIN BENITA FITZGEIrdLD MOSLEY
1956— 1961-
KINnG anp Queen counTty HAYMAI'KET, MEDIA EXCCUTIVE d1D
RAPPAHANNOCK CHICF OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST

G. Anne Nelson Richardson, chief of the
Rappahannock since 1998, works to revitalize

A track star and Olympic champion, Benita
Fitzgerald Mosley serves as president and GEO
her community and win federal recognition for of Women in Cable and Telecommunications
Virginia's Indians. and works to expand opportunities for young

women in sports.



