2008 Virginia Women in History

Degrees of Separation

“Degrees of Separation” refers to the idea that, no matter how different we think we are, each person is only a
few steps away from another person, and she, in turn, is only a few steps away from another person. With a
little work, you can discover that many people have similar interests, challenges, and circumstances in life.

These commonalities can connect us all.

Your challenge is to connect the 2008 Virginia Women in History as quickly as possible with as few links as
possible. You must use all eight women and connect them in eight steps or fewer. The circle in the middle

is reserved for you. How do you connect to the women? What characteristics do you have that are similar to
the 2008 Virginia Women in History? Write a statement in the blank lines provided in the middle of the page
about yourself that connects you to one of the eight women. Write your name in the circle and then draw aline

from the circle to that woman's name.

Lady Berkeley H

was her husband’s confidante
during Bacon’s Rebellion
involving the Indians.
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was an Indian who acted as a foster
mother for Nottoway children.
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2008 Virginia Women in History
Degrees of Separation Worksheet Guide for Teachers

Lady Berkeley was her husband’s confidante during Bacon’s Rebellion involving the Indians.
Edith Turner was an Indian who acted as a foster mother for Nottoway children.
Lucy Goode Brooks helped set up a children’s orphanage.

Providencia Gonzalez introduced the custom of celebrating Epiphany, a religious Catholic celebration,
with a children’s festival.

Patricia Buckley Moss helped famine-struck African countries through a Mennonite (a religious group)
African relief fund.

Isabel Wood Rogers was a moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA), a
religious group.

Elizabeth Bermingham Lacy was elected by the Virginia General Assembly and advised lawyers to write in
plain English.

Sharyn McCrumb writes about myths and legends of the Appalachia region.



