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Governor Henry A. Wise to Col. Geo. W. Munford, 17 October 1859 
 

Transcription 
 
 
Richmond Va 
Octr 17th 1859 
 
To Col. Geo. W. Munford 
 Dear Sir 
  Called away by a sudden emergency, occasion may arise in reference to the 
service in and & other matters, for official signatures, & you are hereby authorized to act, by 
signing my name & doing all other acts necessary to be done in the office of Govr in my 
absence. 
     Yrs truly 
     Henry A. Wise 
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Governor Henry A. Wise to General Charles C. Egerton Jr., 24 October 1859 

 
Transcription 

 
Richmond Va. 
Octr 24th 1859 
 
To Charles C. Egerton Jr. 
     Genl. Comdg. etc etc 
 
Sir. 
 In reply to yours of the 21st. inst., I say at the earliest moment, that I do not consider the 
arms captured on Maryland or any other soil, by Maryland or any other troops, as belonging to 
the troops which captured them.  I deem them the property of the criminals charged with using 
these arms unlawfully until they are convicted, and then these arms will be subject to forfeiture 
according to the judgment of the court which tries the persons accused.  The arms will then 
become, I presume, the property of the U. States or of the State of Virginia whose jurisdiction 
and territory have been invaded by these persons.  And if these persons are acquitted the arms 
captured belonging to them must be restored.  They were placed in the arsenal at Harper's Ferry, 
and Col. Lee in command of the US. Marines, informed me that after they were there placed for 
safe keeping some forty or fifty of rifles, and how many pistols he could not say, were taken 
without leave or authority by some of the Maryland troops.  These, thus taken, I beg leave 
respectfully to say should be restored to the armory Arsenal. 

Very Respectfully 
Yours etc 
Henry A. Wise 
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Proclamation, 2 November 1859 
 

Transcription 
 
 

$2000 Reward 
 

BY THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA. 
A PROCLAMATION. 

 
Information having been received by the Executive, that Owen Brown Barclay Coppic [Coppoc], 
Francis J. Meriam & Charles P. Tidd (who are severally charged with the crimes of reason 
Murder & conspiring & advising with slaves to Rebel in the County of Jefferson in this 
Commonwealth) have escaped from justice 
and are now going at large; therefore I do hereby offer a Reward of five hundred Dollars to any 
person who shall arrest the said either of said fugitives and deliver him into the Jail of said 
County of Jefferson and I do moreover require all Officers of this Commonwealth, civil and 
military, and request the people generally to use their best exertions to procure their arrest, that 
they may be brought to justice. 
 
Given under my hand as Governor, and under the Less Seal of the Commonwealth, at Richmond 
this third day of Nov. 1859 
 
Henry A. Wise 
 
BY THE GOVERNOR 
 
George W. Munford 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
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