An archivist is an individual who typically cares for original material
including letters, posters, zines, photographs, government records,
oral history, digital files and more!

Anyone can be an archivist! Do you care for your family’s records
and share oral traditions? Do you collect material concerning your
community? These are all the actions of an archivist.

An archive is a collection of materials created by the activities

of an individual, family or organization. It is essentially a central
place of memory, where others can learn about a particular

individual or group.
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ARCHIVES: AN ART AND A SCIENCE

While professional archivists may enter the field in various ways,
what they all have in common is a shared set of skills. Archivists
develop these skills through various degrees, certifications and
training, all in the pursuit of learning and adapting to ever-changing
best practices.

EDUCATION:

© Master's degrees in Library and Information Science,
History or English

@ Certificates like Digital Archives Specialist Certificate and
Arrangement and Description Certificate

ORGANIZATIONS FOR ARCHIVISTS:
© Society of American Archivists (SAA)
© Council of State Archivists (COSA)

@ National Association of Government Archives and
Record Administrators (NAGRA)
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Archives are everywhere. They can be housed in a public
place like a library, historical society, church, community
center or university, or in a private space such as an attic,
basement or barn. An archive is anywhere material is stored
or memory Is held.

Archives preserve the physical and digital material that
helps us connect the past to the present. Without active care
of archives, we run the risk of losing these connections.
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Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference




