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From the Librarian of Virginia
s we close out 2025, the Library of Virginia 

continues to build momentum toward a 

transformative future. This issue of Broadside 

features two stories that reflect both our enduring mission 

and our strategic evolution.

First, we’re proud to share an update on Virginia Untold: 

The African American Narrative. This project remains one of 

our most vital efforts to illuminate the lives of enslaved and 

free Black Virginians before 1867. The collection continues 

to grow, and with it, our understanding of the individuals and 

communities whose stories have long been hidden. We hope 

you’ll explore the latest additions and share them widely.

You’ll also learn about Scott Weingart, our new chief 

technology officer, in a Q&A-style profile. Scott brings a fresh perspective and deep 

experience in digital strategy. We’re thrilled to have him on board as we expand our 

technology-rich experiences using our collections.

Speaking of expansion, I’m pleased to share that we’ve selected Baskervill, 

a Richmond-based architecture firm with deep experience designing spaces for 

cultural institutions, to lead the schematic design of our building renovation. 

Shepley Bullfinch, a Boston-based 

design firm with significant expertise 

in library design, will join Baskervill 

on the project. This marks a major 

milestone in what will be a multi-

year effort to reimagine the Library’s 

public and staff spaces. Over the 

next few months, our initial work will 

include focus groups to gather input to help inform how our spaces will evolve to 

serve Virginians of today and tomorrow. We’re excited about what’s ahead and will 

keep you informed throughout the process. 

As this edition arrives during the holiday season, I want to take a moment to 

thank you for being part of the Library’s story. Whether you visit us in person, explore 

our collections online or engage with our programs across the Commonwealth, your 

curiosity and commitment inspire our work every day.

From all of us at the Library of Virginia, we wish you a joyful holiday season and 

a bright start to the new year.

Sincerely,

Dennis T. Clark
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Cabins at headquarters of B.S. Cassel, superintendent of 

Freedmen’s Bureau, Poplar Grove near Petersburg, Virginia, 

1866. Visual Studies Collection.



The Library of Virginia is the leading source of information on Virginia’s history, government 
and people. Our resources, exhibitions and events attract thousands of visitors each year. 
Our collections, containing more than 134 million items, document and illustrate the lives  
of both famous Virginians and ordinary citizens. 
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INFORMATION
804.692.3500 | www.lva.virginia.gov

LOBBY & EXHIBITION 
GALLERY HOURS
Monday–Saturday, 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

READING ROOM HOURS
Tuesday–Friday, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Plus special Saturday hours:
Jan. 10 & 24, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Feb. 7 & 21, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
March 14 & 28, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
www.lva.virginia.gov/use/plan

ADMISSION IS FREE
Some special programs may have fees. 
Check calendar listings for details.

PARKING
Limited parking for Library visitors is available 
in the underground parking deck, accessible 
from either Eighth or Ninth streets. 

EXHIBITIONS
House to Highway: 
Reclaiming a Community History
Through Feb. 28, 2026

EVENTS
804.692.3999

CALENDAR
www.lva.virginia.gov/LVAevents

LIBRARY REFERENCE DESK
804.692.3777 | refdesk@lva.virginia.gov 
Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
(On Mondays by phone or email only)

ARCHIVES REFERENCE DESK
804.692.3888 | archdesk@lva.virginia.gov 
Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
(On Mondays by phone or email only)

FACILITY RENTALS
804.692.3929

WHISK CAFÉ AT THE LIBRARY 
OF VIRGINIA
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 

THE VIRGINIA SHOP
804.692.3524
Tuesday–Friday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

THE VIRGINIA SHOP 
AT THE CAPITOL
Monday–Saturday, 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.

STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL 
RESOURCES
804.692.3999
www.lva.virginia.gov/lib-edu/education

SUPPORT THE LIBRARY
804.692.3592 
elaine.mcfadden@lva.virginia.gov
www.lva.virginia.gov/donate
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On Jan. 11, 1856, Jane Connelly, a free Black woman living in the City of Richmond, was committed to jail 

for falsely forging a copy of a certificate of her free Black register. According to evidence submitted with the 

court case documents, Connelly altered her free papers for the purpose of helping an enslaved man named James 

escape. This is just one of the many stories to be found through the Library of Virginia’s groundbreaking project 

Virginia Untold: The African American Narrative, which provides digital access to records that document some of 

the lived experiences of enslaved and free Black and multiracial people in the Commonwealth. This ongoing effort 

improves accessibility to pre-1867 African American history and genealogy found within primary sources, helping 

the public break through the roadblock that has long impeded African American history research. 

More than 28,000 digitized original documents are available for research through the Virginia Untold 

collection. While traditional description, indexing and digitization are part of this effort, the project also encourages 

conversation about and engagement with the records, providing opportunities to create a more diverse narrative 

of the history of Virginia’s communities. Virginia Untold’s website, bit.ly/VaUntold, offers search guidance and 

resources, video tutorials, links to relevant research websites and information about how to get involved by 

transcribing and indexing records for the project.

Lydia Neuroth, the project’s manager, adds records to the Virginia Untold digital collection from the Library 

of Virginia’s collections and travels to county and city courthouses to find and borrow materials from their records 

rooms. She also visits locations and organizations across the Commonwealth to give presentations and share 

information about the project and lead volunteers in transcription and indexing sessions to help make the records 

accessible. 

“It’s important to recognize that the majority of the government records digitized through Virginia Untold 

provide only a limited version of the story, and I’m often left wondering what these men and women would have said 
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Transforming access to Black history and 
genealogy in the Commonwealth

STRIVING FOR FREEDOM

A group of “Contrabands”— enslaved people 

who escaped to Union lines during the Civil War 

— posed for a photo at Cumberland Landing, 

New Kent County, Virginia, 1862. Photograph by 

James F. Gibson, Visual Studies Collection.



about their lives had they been given the chance,” said Neuroth. “Even so, projects like Virginia 

Untold are fundamental to ensuring our collections are accessible to a wide variety of Library 

users. I’m hopeful that enhanced searchability and access will pave the way for new insights into 

the lives of enslaved and free Black Virginians.”

The Virginia Untold website is growing in popularity with researchers, receiving nearly 100,00 page views during the first three quarters of 

2025. Its records have been cited this year in multiple academic papers, books, websites and exhibitions. These include Reginald D. Butler’s book 

“The Evolution of a Rural Free Black Community: Goochland County, Virginia, 1728–1832” from the University of Virginia Press; “Un/Bound: Free 

Black Virginians, 1619–1865” at the Virginia Museum of History & Culture in Richmond; and Virginia Humanities Fellow Tev’n Powers’ website 

titled “Fugitive Data Portraits” (fugitivedataportraits.com), which features interactive data visualizations that illuminate trends and patterns in 

what is documented of Black Virginians’ escapes from slavery. 

Notable additions to the collection this year include many volumes of “Free Negro Registers” (read more about them on page 4), a set of 

church records documenting the biracial history of Cumberland Baptist Church, and additions to existing record type collections such as deeds 

and bills of sale from Lynchburg City. Because enslaved people could be transferred as property through these documents, deeds and bills of sale 

continue to serve as some of the most illuminating documents in Virginia Untold for tracing and identifying enslaved people.

Another fascinating item added this year was an Arlington County record book known as the Gladwin Record. It documents death, burial 

and marriage information about formerly enslaved people in the Alexandria area during the later years of the Civil War and the early days of 

the Freedmen’s Bureau. Some enslaved people self-emancipated in the early days of the Civil War, recognizing that if they made it into Union-

controlled territories like the City of Alexandria, they could be free. In fact, so many self-liberators 

flocked to Alexandria that the federal government installed a “superintendent of contraband” 

in 1862, the Rev. Albert Gladwin, to manage the growing population and record those who had 

died. The federal government created a cemetery, known today as the Contrabands and Freeman 

Cemetery, for the purpose of burying those who had fled slavery. The names of those buried there, 

as well as the self-liberators who began a new life in the early days of emancipation, are recorded in 

the Gladwin Record. n
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MAKING BLACK HISTORY MORE ACCESSIBLE

Right: Virginia Untold project manager 

Lydia Neuroth looks at a register documenting 

free Black Virginians. Above: This family tree 

was submitted as evidence in a chancery 

court case in Lynchburg in 1820 to prove 

the relationships of several members of the 

Evans and Gibson families who were suing 

for their freedom.

I’m often left wondering 

what these men and women 

would have said about their 

lives had they been given 

the chance.”

“

DIGITAL COLLECTIONS



“Free Negro Registers” or “Registers of Free Negroes and Mulattoes,” 

as they were historically called, were created to comply with several 

Virginia laws that required local court clerks in Virginia localities to 

register and record details of free Black and multiracial men and 

women. The 1793 Act of Assembly specified that the clerks record 

the “age, name, color, stature and by whom, and in what court 

emancipated.” These records contain hundreds of names in a single 

digital object, making them extremely useful for researchers.

In 2021, the Library began a digitization initiative to scan all 

extant volumes of “Free Negro Registers,” many of which remain 

in the courthouse archives of localities across the state, for Virginia 

Untold: The African American Narrative. After digitizing the initial 

volumes in our collection, we developed a system in which the Library 

would borrow volumes from each courthouse for scanning and then 

return the books to the localities.

Virginia Untold now has a total of 87 “Free Negro Registers” 

available online. Staff members have added nearly 40 volumes to the 

original set of “Free Negro Registers” in our collections. Since we 

first launched the “Free Registers” collection on the From the Page 

transcription and indexing site in 2022, we’ve indexed 72 registers 

equaling approximately 12,500 pages with over 47,000 names. 

Statistics the Library has collected reveal that the “Free Negro 

Registers” collection is regularly in the top five collections accessed 

by users when searching 

Virginia Untold. For 

example, in June, the 

Carroll County Register 

of Free Negroes and 

Mulattoes and Election 

Record, 1846–1895, 

was requested 77 times 

and the Arlington County 

(Va.) Register of Free 

Negroes, 1797–1841, 

was requested 63 times. 

We compare these figures with other record types that are typically 

requested fewer than ten times in a month or quarter. 

This year I traveled across the Commonwealth to borrow free 

register books for the project from Charlotte, Louisa, Nelson and 

Northumberland counties. Some are now in the Virginia Untold digital 

collection, while others are available for indexing on the From the Page 

site. We’ve also worked this year to make volumes available that we 

digitized last year from localities including Fluvanna, Mecklenburg, 

Montgomery, Northampton, Orange and Pulaski counties.

It’s disheartening to learn that many of Virginia’s registers were 

lost to fire, theft or other types of damage over the years. Some 

were known to exist up until several years ago and were microfilmed 

between the 1970s and the 1990s, but the physical volumes 

are nowhere to be found. For those localities, we plan to digitize 

the images from microfilm. If 

you’re researching free Black or 

multiracial ancestors, we suggest 

looking at minute books or order 

books for a locality as well to 

see if the clerk wrote down any 

registration details alongside other 

daily activities of the court. 

We’ve been digitizing free 

register books for about four 

years, and I am still shocked and 

intrigued by the glimpses they 

offer into the lives of free Black 

Virginians. The following are just a 

few that I’ve run across recently while indexing records. 

Malinda Russell traveled from Washington County, Tennessee, 

to be registered in Montgomery County, Virginia. These two locations 

are approximately 150 miles apart. Travel would have taken days. 

Was the 25-year-old migrating toward family? Looking for better living 

and working conditions? Or trying to get away from something in 

Tennessee? It would be interesting to research the registration laws 

and records from that state to find out more about Russell’s journey. 

In 1863, Spencer Bright had to return to the Montgomery County 

court to have a new copy of his registration made because it was 

“taken from him by the enemy while in the Kanawha Valley.” The 

registration entry does not explain how Bright did so, but he apparently 

provided satisfactory evidence to confirm his status and demonstrate 

he was not a fugitive from slavery. His previous registration on file 

at the courthouse probably helped his cause. Had Bright been 

requisitioned to Public Works during the war? What did a Union solider 

want with his registration? His registration entry provides few clues.

Rachel Findley and her family members were enslaved illegally 

and taken to Wythe County before they could sue for freedom. 

Relatives with the surname “Findley” and “Findly” are recorded in 

the Pulaski County register as having been born free in Wythe County. 

Charlotte Findly and her children are also recorded. In 1858, Charlotte 

was described as “having obtained her freedom many years since by 

suit in Wythe County.” While Rachel fought for freedom in Powhatan, 

Charlotte fought for freedom in Wythe. Because we’ve added the 

Pulaski County free register to Virginia Untold, we can learn even 

more about the Findley family and their fight for freedom across the 

localities of Virginia.

Lydia J. Neuroth is the Library’s Virginia Untold project manager. A 

version of this article previously appeared on the Library’s blog, The 

UncommonWealth.

The Free Registers Project
Many volumes of this rich resource have been added
 to Virginia Untold           BY LYDIA J. NEUROTH

We’ve been digitizing free 

register books for about four 

years, and I am still shocked 

and intrigued by the 

glimpses they offer into the 

lives of free Black Virginians.
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RECORD BOOKS REVEAL EVIDENCE OF LIVES 

Register books describing free Black and 

multiracial men and women hold details 

of pre–Civil War life in Virginia.



RELATED EVENTS
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP

African American Genealogy to 1870 

Friday, Feb. 13 | 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m | Free

Place: Conference Rooms

Registration required:

https://lva-virginia.libcal.com/event/15784241

Explore the methods and resources for African 

American genealogy through the end of the Civil 

War. This workshop will focus on how to find 

free Black ancestors in the Library of Virginia’s 

collections using records such as “Free Negro 

Registers,” wills, chancery court records, deeds 

and tax lists. Participants will learn how to 

determine whether an individual was enslaved 

or free. Archivists will describe records related 

to Black and multiracial people who were free 

before the Civil War and demonstrate the use of 

digital resources such as the Chancery Records 

Index and Virginia Untold: The African American 

Narrative project for further research. 

CULTURESCAPE SATURDAYS

Black History Month Celebration
Saturday, Jan. 31 | 12:00–3:00 p.m. | Free

No registration required.

Join us for a special Saturday event at the Library 

of Virginia honoring Black artists and storytellers 

as we kick off celebrating Black History Month. 

This event will feature: 
 

A pop-up exhibition highlighting local 

Black artists
 

Storytelling workshops 
 

Guided tours of the “House to Highway: 

Reclaiming a Community History” exhibition
 

Resource sharing from community partners  
 

Reference and genealogical assistance  
 

The Culturescape Saturdays series is a new 

Library of Virginia programming initiative 

exploring the intersections of art, culture, 

history, and community across Virginia.  

Virginia Untold’s Unsung Hero
Ed Jordan retires after more than a decade of dedicated 
service to the project

Virginia Untold project manager Lydia Neuroth 

estimates that more than three-fourths of the 

material in the collection is the result of the 

work of part-time archival assistant Ed Jordan, 

who retired in October 2025. Jordan started 

at the Library as a volunteer with the Local 

Records section after retiring from a career with 

the Social Security Administration. In 2013 he 

began working on records for Virginia Untold as 

a part-time employee. Before he retired from 

the Library, he had processed records from 48 

different Virginia localities. The numbers below 

reveal the extent of his work. 

• 385 cubic feet of records examined/processed 
• 7,586 items mended
• 116,554 names indexed
• 60,559 records scanned
• 3,077 pages transcribed
• 21,638 pages approved

Jordan’s favorite part of his work with the materials was learning about how people in the 

past lived and died. “I’m really glad to have ‘illuminated’ these old records,” said Jordan. 

“So many members of the public are unaware that these records exist, and we’re able to 

fill in a few missing family details.” The Library of Virginia thanks Jordan for his many 

contributions to Virginia Untold. He will be missed!
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HELP PRESERVE & 
SHARE VIRGINIA’S 
STORIES!
Your support helps the Library preserve and 
provide access to amazing digital collections that 
hold the stories of Virginians. Please consider 
making a gift at lva.virginia.gov/donate.
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echnology leader and acclaimed scholar Scott B. Weingart joined the 

Library of Virginia this fall as its first chief technology officer. Serving 

as part of the Library’s senior leadership team, Weingart provides 

strategic vision and leadership for the Library’s information technology and digital 

initiatives, including digital collections, web applications, digital engagement, and 

the management of critical systems like Alma, Primo and Rosetta. The divisions 

maintain and provide access to over 130 million digital collection files.

Weingart brings more than a decade of leadership experience in library 

technology, data strategy and digital scholarship. He most recently served as 

chief data officer and inaugural director of the Office of Data and Evaluation at 

the National Endowment for the Humanities, where he shaped policy for national 

humanities initiatives, led multimillion-dollar grantmaking and contracting 

activities, and built strategic partnerships across government, nonprofit and 

philanthropic institutions. 

What drew you to the Library of Virginia, and what excites you most about your new role?

Scott Weingart: The Library of Virginia feels like a national library. By that, I mean 

that its ambitious charge, its vast collections and the breadth of its services chase 

an ideal that often gets lost in today’s world: that a library can strive to fully steward a culture’s collective memory, 

and to act as the backbone of its civic information infrastructure. So often — by necessity of funding and scope — we 

approach cultural heritage and civic infrastructure piecemeal. No so-tasked institution, be it the Library of Virginia 

or the Library of Congress, can ever achieve this ideal. But without institutions that try, we’re lost. That the Library of 

Virginia strives towards that ideal excites me.

I’m a true believer in libraries. Especially now, the public needs institutions that reinforce our shared histories 

and shared humanity, they need information they can trust, and they need spaces and services that offer orientation 

in a disorienting world. Libraries have a long tradition of supporting those needs. But the world is changing, and 

libraries must adapt to meet those changes. I’m excited to work with the Library of Virginia to figure out what that 

means for the Commonwealth. 

Can you tell us a bit about your background and how you got into this field of work? How has your experience prepared you for 

this position?

SW: I’m a historian of science who dreams of long nights reading letters between 17th-century scholars. Below 

everything else, that’s me. In support of my research, I often bartered my technical skills for funding or access to 

collections, which accidentally became a career of its own. I managed a technical project for the National Library of the 

Netherlands, served briefly as Stanford Libraries’ first data scientist, and directed digital initiatives at the libraries of 

Carnegie Mellon University and the University of Notre Dame. Most recently, I served the National Endowment for the 

Humanities as its first chief data officer.

Though leading cultural heritage technology wasn’t my goal, it’s become a passion. I quickly learned how necessary 

and fulfilling it is to build and maintain the scaffolding of cultural memory.

At CMU, I focused almost exclusively on innovation. My colleagues and I created new methods for describing and 

analyzing large collections, ranging from biodiversity data to institutional photo archives. Notre Dame, on the other 

hand, required me to focus more on everyday technical infrastructure, ensuring all our patrons had what they needed to 

succeed. At NEH, a lot of my attention was on how federal policies, data and culture influenced one another. Across all 

my roles, I led teams large and small, scrappy and well-resourced.

T

WIRED FOR THE FUTURE
Scott B. Weingart leads digital-first charge as the 

inaugural chief technology officer



The Library of Virginia offers an opportunity to put all these 

puzzle pieces together: from innovation to infrastructure, and from 

practical daily needs to far-reaching policies.

How do you balance innovation with the responsibility to protect the 

Library’s digital assets?

SW: Excellent question! It’s true that digital innovation and 

stewardship often pull against each other. It’s easier to preserve a 

book than a website, and easier to preserve a website than a complex 

social media environment. At the same time, our public often 

demands a greater focus on library innovation than on traditional 

library services. What’s more, innovation costs a lot of money, and 

even a narrow focus on it can seriously drain the resources of more 

traditional core library services.

But done well, these forces don’t need to be at odds. The 

models I’ve seen work best take into account that you don’t need to 

fully set the dial at one end or the other. Libraries absolutely must 

keep innovating to preserve and keep accessible tomorrow’s records 

as well as we do with yesterday’s, and to ensure the services we offer 

continue to be those that patrons actually need. But yesterday’s 

records and services are no less important to maintain.

To keep yesterday and tomorrow in mind means intentional, 

continued investment in keeping all staff abreast of and 

knowledgeable in the latest technological needs; it means 

collaborating with other institutions as consortia to spread the costs 

of innovations; and it means thinking with care about a library’s 

evolving role over the next century.

For-profit companies that specialize in innovation — both those 

from Silicon Valley and those that serve the library sector — focus 

their attention on the next quarter. That’s their job. It means they 

can get away with riskier moves, and it means we can sometimes 

partner with them to offset our own risks. But our job is to innovate 

toward a farther future than thinking in quarters can get us. This 

has always been the job of libraries and archives, with or without 

computers, and looking to how we’ve handled sudden disruptions in 

the past can give us a guide to adapting as we move forward.

Realizing most of my answers have been abstract, let me 

take a moment to be concrete. I would like to see the Library of 

Virginia work together with other cultural heritage organizations to 

adapt to and continue to serve a changing world. Similar consortial 

experiments — like the Ohio College Library Center (which eventually 

became the Online Computer Library Center, or OCLC, and helped 

establish modern library catalogs), HathiTrust (a groundbreaking 

academic collaborative repository of digital books) and the Digital 

Public Library of America (a collective discovery tool for digital 

materials held in libraries, museums and archives) — facilitate 

both safety and innovation. Sometimes these experiments fail and 

sometimes they flourish, but our best way forward is together.

Are you enjoying life in Virginia?

SW: Virginia is a true joy. Moving across the country to Virginia, 

with my Subaru Outback and the rooftop cargo box packed to 

bursting, I randomly stopped at an interesting-looking park along 

the way. I’d never heard of this remarkable 200-foot-tall natural 

stone bridge, which apparently captivated everyone from the people 

of the Monacan Nation to Thomas Jefferson to Herman Melville. 

Imagine my surprise when I saw 

a painting of Natural Bridge the 

next day on my first family visit 

to the Virginia Museum of Fine 

Arts, and another painting of 

the natural wonder here on the 

Library of Virginia’s second floor. 

Stumbling on this local celebrity 

felt like fate.

What’s one piece of technology that you personally can’t live without?

SW: A pen and a little spiral notebook. I’m not joking. I use mine 

every day. The author Douglas Adams defined technology as whatever 

doesn’t yet work. “We are stuck with technology,” he wrote, “when 

what we really want is just stuff that works.” I don’t like this 

definition, but it basically fits how most people think of the word. AI 

is definitely technology, smart phones are generally so, and TVs and 

vacuums stopped being technology around the same time we stopped 

having TV and vacuum repair shops.

A few years later, author Ursula K. LeGuin wrote, “We have been 

so desensitized by 150 years of ceaselessly expanding technical 

prowess that we think nothing less complex and showy than a 

computer or a jet bomber deserves to be called ‘technology’ at all. 

As if linen were the same thing as flax — as if paper, ink, wheels, 

knives, clocks, chairs, aspirin pills, were natural objects, born with 

us like our teeth and fingers — as if steel saucepans with copper 

bottoms and fleece vests spun from recycled glass grew on trees, and 

we just picked them when they were ripe...” 

Much as I love the latest gadget — and I do absolutely love the 

latest gadget — to me the most essential technologies are the ones 

that never break. Before he passed away, my grandfather gave me a 

shoebox of photos, some of which were well over a hundred years old. 

The odds are a lot worse that I’ll be able to bequeath my grandkids 

digital photos I took in 2005, some of which I already no longer can 

access. We need to re-learn how to celebrate technology as stuff that 

works, and that lasts. My spiral notebook never runs out of batteries.

I quickly learned how 

necessary and fulfilling 

it is to build and 

maintain the scaffolding 

of cultural memory.”

“

A TRUE BELIEVER IN LIBRARIES

As the Library’s first chief technology officer, Scott B. Weingart (opposite page) will 

help the Library adapt to a changing world. At left: Weingart talks with members 

of his team in the Library’s Digitization Lab. Shown left to right: Jessica Beavers, 

manager of information security, compliance and risk management; Kathy Jordan, 

Digital Initiatives & Web Presence division director; Weingart; and Paul Casalaspi, 

Information Technology division director.
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calendar
Wednesdays: Jan. 7 & Feb. 11 | 5:30–7:30 p.m.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Making History With LVA
Place: Online 
Registration required: bit.ly/LVAvirtualvolunteer

Join us for a virtual session to learn how you 
can transcribe historical documents and 
help make them more searchable and usable 
for researchers. For more information email 
makinghistory@virginiamemory.com or call the 
Community Foundation at 804.330.7400. 

Wednesday, Jan. 14 | 6:00–7:30 p.m.
BOOK CLUB
Literary Virginia Book Group
Place: Online
Registration required: lva-virginia.libcal.com/
event/15022194

Read and discuss the best of today’s Virginia 
literature — including books by Virginia 
Literary Award winners and finalists in fiction 
and nonfiction. On the second Wednesday 
of each month, join a virtual book group 
discussion. January’s book is “The Bookshop: 
A History of the American Bookstore” by 
Evan Friss (2025 People’s Choice Award for 
Nonfiction winner). For more information, 
contact Casey Clauberg at casey.clauberg@
lva.virginia.gov or 804.692.3545. 

Thursday, Jan. 22 | 12:00–1:00 p.m.
EXHIBITION-RELATED VIRTUAL TALK
Urban Renewal in Roanoke
Place: Online
Registration required: https://lva-virginia.
libcal.com/event/15784638

Join us for a virtual talk by journalist Mary 
Carter Bishop exploring the history of urban 
renewal in Roanoke and its impact on the 
city’s Black community. Beginning in 1955 
and continuing throughout the remainder 
of the 20th century, much of Roanoke’s 
Black neighborhoods were destroyed 
by urban renewal projects to build an 
interstate, parking lots and a civic center. 
This event is one of a series of programs 
highlighting stories of displacement in 
Virginia communities as part of the Library’s 
programming related to the exhibition 
“House to Highway: Reclaiming a Community 
History,” on view through Feb. 28, 2026. 
Exhibition-related programming is provided 
with support from Virginia Humanities and 
the Mellon Foundation. For more information, 
contact education@lva.virginia.gov.

Saturday, Jan. 31 | 12:00–3:00 p.m.
CULTURESCAPE SATURDAYS
Black History Month Celebration
Place: Lobby & Conference Rooms
No registration required.
See more details on page 5.

Saturdays: Jan. 31 & Feb. 21 | 12:00–2:00 p.m. 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
Making History With LVA
Place: Computer Classroom 
Registration required:
bit.ly/makinghistory-inperson

Join us for a virtual session to learn how you 
can transcribe historical documents and 
help make them more searchable and usable 
for researchers. For more information email 
makinghistory@virginiamemory.com or call the 
Community Foundation at 804.330.7400. 

Thursday, Feb. 5 | 12:00–1:00 p.m.
EXHIBITION-RELATED VIRTUAL TALK
The Displaced Families of Shenandoah National Park 
Place: Online
Registration required: https://lva-virginia.
libcal.com/event/15784706 

Join us for a virtual talk by author and 
professor Katrina M. Powell exploring the 
history of the families and homes displaced 
through eminent domain for the construction 
of Shenandoah National Park. This event is 
one of a series of programs highlighting stories 
of displacement in Virginia communities as 
part of the Library’s programming related to 
the exhibition “House to Highway: Reclaiming 
a Community History,” on view through Feb. 
28, 2026. Exhibition-related programming is 
provided with support from Virginia Humanities 
and the Mellon Foundation. For more 
information, contact education@lva.virginia.gov.

Wednesday, Feb. 11 | 6:00–7:30 p.m.
BOOK CLUB
Literary Virginia Book Group
Place: Online
Registration required: lva-virginia.libcal.com/
event/15022230

Read and discuss books by Virginia Literary 
Award winners and finalists in fiction and 
nonfiction. On the second Wednesday of each 
month, join a virtual book group discussion. 
February’s book is “Devil Is Fine” by John 
Vercher (a 2025 Virginia Literary Award for 
Fiction finalist). For more information, contact 
Casey Clauberg at casey.clauberg@lva.virginia.
gov or 804.692.3545. 

Friday, Feb. 13 | 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
GENEALOGY WORKSHOP
African American Genealogy to 1870
Place: Conference Rooms
Cost: Free
Registration required: https://lva-virginia.
libcal.com/event/15784241
See more details on page 5. 

        WINTER    EVENTS

For the latest information, please follow us on 

social media and visit our Calendar of Events 

at www.lva.virginia.gov/lvaevents.  

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.
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EXHIBITION AT 
800 EAST BROAD

Through Feb. 28, 2026
Monday–Saturday, 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Exhibition Gallery & Lobby | Free

The Library’s exhibition on the history of Richmond’s Jackson Ward neighborhood, 
“House to Highway: Reclaiming a Community History,” explores the historic district 
that was once the center of Richmond’s Black community through the lens of the 
Skipwith-Roper family. Using a combination of archival records, maps and photographs 
from the Library’s collection, the exhibition covers a period from 1767 through the 
1950s, when eminent domain displaced many residents and businesses of Jackson 
Ward for the construction of the Richmond–Petersburg Turnpike. The exhibition is 
presented in partnership with The JXN Project (JXN), a historic preservation nonprofit 
organization dedicated to capturing the pivotal role of the ward in the Black American 
experience as one of the country’s first historically registered Black urban neighborhoods.

SMART GIVING | Meaningful Ways to Support the Library You Love
Your support keeps Virginia’s stories alive — stories of discovery, courage and change that continue to inspire new generations. With 

a little planning, you can make your generosity go even further through smart giving options that benefit both you and the Library you 

love. Consider the options below:

If you’re 70½ or older, a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from 

your IRA is a simple and rewarding way to give. You can transfer up 

to $108,000 each year directly to the Library of Virginia Foundation, 

satisfying your Required Minimum Distribution while reducing taxable 

income.

Donor-Advised Funds (DAFs) are another flexible option. A DAF allows you 

to make a charitable gift today, receive an immediate tax deduction, and 

recommend grants to the Library when the time feels right.

You can also make a powerful impact by donating appreciated securities 

— such as stocks — directly to the Foundation. Doing so allows you to 

avoid capital gains taxes while giving at full market value.

And by including the Library in your will or as a retirement account 

beneficiary, you create a lasting legacy that helps preserve Virginia’s 

stories for generations to come.

Whether you’re looking to maximize tax benefits or ensure your support continues well into the future, thoughtful giving options can help you 

do both. For more information or to schedule a private conversation, please email Kerry Kinnison at kerry.kinnison@lva.virginia.gov.

Wednesday afternoon–Friday, 
Dec. 24–26, 2025

Closed for the Christmas Holiday

Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026
Closed for the New Year’s Day Holiday

Monday, Jan. 19, 2026
Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

HOLIDAY
CLOSINGS

n

n

n

n
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LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA FOUNDATION HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

On behalf of the boards of the Library of Virginia and the Library of Virginia Foundation, we gratefully acknowledge the support of all donors to the Library. 
Donors with cumulative giving of $100 or more between July 1, 2024, and Oct. 31, 2025, are recognized below.

Donors whose gifts total $1,000 or more during this time frame are recognized as members of the Semper Virginia Society.

Former Library of Virginia Board and Library of Virginia Foundation Board members (1823 Council) are indicated by +. Deceased donors are indicated 
with an asterisk. Affinity group designations are denoted as follows: Commonwealth Collections Circle members with (C), Family and Community History 

Circle members with (H), Fry-Jefferson Map Society members with (F) and Virginia Authors Circle members with (V).

Gifts of $2,500+

Corynne and Bob Arnett

Ann McCauley Askew

Elizabeth Askew

Atlantic Union Bank

Wendy and Frank Auerbach F
Michelle and David Baldacci V
Robin Baliles

Josie Ballato and Selena Arrants F
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund

A. Lisa Barker

BigID

Blue Edge Capital, LLC

Peter and Jakie Bowles

William+ and Suzanne Broaddus

Paul Brockwell and Kevin Corn

Ellen+ and Orran Brown V
Jack Catlett and Katharine Spong

The Chrisman Family Foundation

Christian & Barton, LLP

Deborah Clayton and David McFaden

Columbia Gas of Virginia

Comcast NBCUniversal Foundation

Community Foundation for a greater Richmond

P. Steven Craig and Brenda Craig F
Scott Dodson and Kara McCallum

Dominion Energy

Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

Jeffrey Dreyfus and Bob Headrick

E.B. Duff Charitable Lead Annuity Trust

Patricia Duncan

EBSCO Information Services

A. Denny Ellerman F
Freedom Reads

BK Fulton and Jackie Stone V
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia

General Society of Colonial Wars

W. David Harless

Institute of Museum and Library Services

The Jamestowne Society

Joseph+ and Mary Jo Kearfott

Jane Joel Knox V
Rachael Lape and Dennis Smith

Steve and Kathie Markel Family Fund

The Honorable and Mrs. David W. Marsden

McGuireWoods, LLP

Meg Medina

MercerTrigiani, LLP

National Endowment for the Humanities

National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution

Katherine Neville V
NiSource Foundation

OpenGov

Joseph Papa and John-Stuart Fauquet V
Joseph Papa Public Relations, LLC

The Mary Morton Parsons Foundation

Helen S. and Charles G. Patterson Jr. Charitable 
Foundation Trust

Charlotte Porterfield

Dr. Lynn Rainville and Mr. Baron Schwartz

Bagley and Kathleen Reid

Bruce Reynolds

Anne Carter Robins and Walter R. Robins, Jr. 
Foundation

Claire Rosenbaum

The Honorable Jane Marum Roush

The Honorable Blythe Scott and Mr. Simon H. 
Scott III

Brooks and Jennifer Smith

Society of Colonial Wars, D.C.

Sons of the American Revolution in Virginia

Ellen E. Spong and Augustus C. Epps, Jr.

Shareef Tahboub and Dana Chaney

Dr. Sandra G. Treadway+ and Dr. Jon Kukla

Lucia Anna “Pia” Trigiani

Troutman Pepper Locke

The Honorable and Mrs. Malfourd W. Trumbo

Universal Leaf Foundation

Col. Luke A. Vavra F
Virginia Humanities

Virginia Law Foundation

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Virginia United Methodist Conference Archives

Natalie and Kirk von Seelen

Carole+ and Marcus Weinstein V
Sommerville Wickham Jr.

William and Mary Libraries

Matt and Betsy Williams

Joyce and Bill+ Wooldridge F
Lara and Bob Wulff

Gifts of $1,000–$2,499

A. Marshall Acuff Jr.

Kwame Alexander

Nicole Allaband

Huldah and Wyndham Anderson

Cynthia V. Bailey+

J. Temple Bayliss and Mary Lynn Bayliss V
Jean Bear

Mildred Bell V
Denise Bethel C, H
LaBarbara Bowman

Mr. and Mrs. Peter E. Broadbent, Jr.

Mrs. J. Stewart Bryan III

Liz and Preston Bryant Jr.

Elizabeth D. Camp

Ron and Meg Carey

Cynthia Carpenter H, F
Lee Ceperich

Dennis Clark and Laura Gariepy

The Honorable Martin Fillmore Clark Jr. V
Steve Dunn

Will and Diane Ferris

Mary C. Flinn

Betsy Fowler and Doug Hornsby

William M. Gilliam

Good Shepherd Fund

Georgie Smith Green

Aimee and Bill Guidera

Shirley A. Haas H, F
Anne Hallerman C, H, F, V
Cathy Hankla V
Carol Henderson

Daniel and Sarah Hinderliter

Rebecca Hudnall

Ippon Technologies

Miles C. Johnston, Jr.

Jordana and Sam Kaufman

Karen Kelly

Valentina Keremidarska

Kathleen Kreutzer H
David and Susan Landin

Marc+ and Janna Leepson V
Lynne McClendon

Merakata

John D. Metz*

Microsoft Corporation

Dr. Linda Miller

Susan Montgomery

Jeanne Morency

Sara Moriarty and Christopher Hildebrand H
Anna M. Moser+ and Peter B. Schwartz+

Dr. Shelley Viola Murphy

Mutual Assurance Society of Virginia

Patsy K. Pettus

Deborah Powell

Randolph-Macon College

Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Martha Rhodes

Elizabeth Cabell Richardson F
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Rollston

Robert Schmidt

Virginia Sharpe

Mr. and Mrs.+ Hunter W. Sims, Jr.
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Gifts of $500–$999

Anonymous (2)

Amplitude9

Hannah Auerbach F
Rebecca Auerbach

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Bass

David Benton

Amy L. Breedlove C, H, F
Annette Breingan and Robert White H
Caryl Burtner C
Gilbert E. Butler Jr.+

Theresa Call

Dr. Robert L. Canida II

Tell Carlson

Nan Carmack

Mary Lou Carr

Charlottesville Area Community Foundation

Leila Christenbury V
Roger Cross

Anne Gordon Curran

Chelle Davis

Rebecca and Philip Deemer F
Paula Clark Dennison

Michelle Drake

Friends of the Virginia State Archives

The Honorable and Mrs. Ray L. Garland

Dr. Carolyn Kreiter Gómez-Foronda and               
Mr. Patricio Gómez-Foronda V
John Grady V
Carol Hampton+ and Robert W. Downs, Jr.

Heart Sing

Drs. Cliff and June Henderson H, V
R. Neil Hening

Irene Herold

The HF Group

Ed Jordan

Ken Jordan

Gordon Kerby

Frank and Kathy Key

Maconit, Inc

Joseph L. Marinucci F
Sandra Mikesell

Mr. and Mrs. P. William Moore, Jr.

Phyllis Anne Moore

Curry Nelms

Novamorph

Patrice Owens Parker+ H

Brad Parks+ and Melissa Taylor V
Florence Powell

Margaret Powell H
The Aaron M. Priest Literary Agency, Inc.

Inez L. Ramsey, Ph.D.+

Dee A. Raubenstine

Karen Ray

Mr. and Mrs. Mark+ Romer

George and Rachel Sanborn

Jeanne and Tom Sander F
Donald and Barbie Selby

David Silver

Pamela Stallsmith V
Judith Watson Tidd H, V
Katie and Ted+ Ukrop

John R. Warkentin V
Westminster Canterbury Foundation

Bessida Cauthorne White and Philip N. Bladen

Henry Wiencek+ and Donna Lucey

Williamsburg DAR Chapter

Thomas A. Wolf F
Nolan+ and Hope Yelich

Gifts of $250–$499

Frazier+ and Brad Armstrong

Edward L. Ayers

David Beeghly C
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Billings

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson D. Blythe F
Frances Broaddus-Crutchfield

Whitney and Jared Brooks F
Sarah Bryant H
Herb Brynildsen

Monica Cetrone

Michael B. Chesson F
Kathy Coleman

The Commonwealth Assembly

Nell Cordick

Mr. and Mrs. Trevor Cox

Tim D’Angelo

Art Davis

Christina Dunn

Andrew Edmunds

Maurice and Demitry Edwards

Lawrence Emmert

The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia

Carol G. Finerty

Paige Fitzgerald

Dr. Nikki Giovanni*

Robert Gottschalk and Katherine Smallwood

Dennis M. Gurtz F
Charles C. Hall F
Lucinda Harrison-Cox

Jean and David Holman

Peter and Jo Ann Howard V
Bronwyn Hughes

Jefferson Legacy Foundation

Glenn Johnson

Mr.* and Mrs. F. Claiborne Johnston, Jr.

John Keefe C, F
Dean+ and Jessica King V
Kerry Kinnison

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Krumhaus

Mary Kunkemueller and Roger Wallach

Leroy Lane

Penny Lewis

Elizabeth Terry Long H
Lyrasis

Amy Marschean and Paul Gilding

Valerie Jean Mayo+

Dr. and Mrs. James L. McDaniel C, F
Elaine and Matt McFadden

Libby McNamee

Emily Messer

Judy Miller

Jennifer Montague

Dr. and Mrs. Richard+ L. Morrill

Lavinia Moxey and Craig D. Stein

Kellie Murphy

National Society of Colonial Dames of America in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia

Dale Neighbors

Michael L. Nicholls V
Trudy Norfleet

Catherine Obrion and John Obrion

Hugo A. Owens Jr.+

Barbara Parker

Mark Penn

James Penny F
PGA Charities

Brad Pittman F
The Honorable and Mrs. Kenneth Plum F
Allen Lee Price F
Adriana Puckett

Julia Randle

Lana Real+

Katherine G. Remick+ F, V
Sharon Richardson C, H, V
William Sachs

Janet Spahr V
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Spain, Jr. F
Paula Squires

Peggy+ and Jamie Stalnaker 

Timothy Stephenson

Birgitte H. Tessier

Mr. and Mrs. Hendrikus E. Theloosen H
John D. Trezise H
Robert M. Turnbull F
The Valentine

Laurance B. VanMeter

Leigh and Sandy Vaughan H
Edward Villanueva

Sally Watters

Lillie Wauford

Sharon Hart Winters

Jaynae Wright

Gifts of $100–$249

Anonymous (4)

Thomas and Ann Ackiss H
The Rev. Dr. Christopher M. Agnew H, F
Robert Allen

Neil Amin

Ruth Arnold

Lee T. Ball

Thomas Ball

Society of Colonial Wars in the State of Virginia 

Standard Petroleum Logistics

Jill Stefanovich

Martha W. Steger V
Mary Elizabeth Stewart

Mary Kelly Tate

Kathryn Gillespie Thurman F
Mary Yolanda Trigiani

Katherine Vaughan

Verato

Mr. and Mrs. B. Briscoe White III

Ellen Hancock Wickersham

George Michael Wildasin

Georga S. WilliamsSE
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Kenneth Beals

Rachel Beanland

Sue L. Beard

Jan G. Belote

Francis Biasiolli

Carol Biles

Beverly and Julian Bivins

Carol Blackwelder

Katherine Blair

Lucie Blanchard

Laura L.L. Blevins+

Patricia Bloxom V
Elsa Bonstein

Kim Brace F
Caroline Y. Brandt

Elizabeth Brew

Denis Brion

David Thomas Brown

William Bryant

Jean W. Brydon

Raymond and Donna Butler

Sarah Butz

Christine Campbell

Mr. and Mrs. James Carragher

Carolyn Chenoweth

Marie Claveloux

Courtney Wortham Clements C, V
James Coakley

Dr. Christopher Colenda C
Collegiate School Saunders Family US Library

Rachel Collins V
Megan Colson

Kristin Conradi

Maria Cosby H
Ruth Ann and John Coski V
Renna H. Cosner V
Cassandra Cossitt

Brenda Crawford

John and Julia Curtis

Garland and Mary Beth Dalton C
John J. Davies III

Daniel Paul Davis

Rickey Davis

Linda Lee Davis-Skinner H
Betsy Davison

Judy Deichman

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Dicks III C
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Digges

Gwen Douglas

Cheryl Drum H
Gordon Dudley C, H, F
Virginia S. Dunn

Kate Duval+

Edward Eacho C, H, F
Laura and David Earle

James and Martha Easton

Elizabeth Edmonds H
Evelyn Edson F
Justene Hill Edwards

Mary Ege

Melinda Ehredt

Howard Ellis

Anne Evans

Crissandra Faison

Latorial Faison

Euxine Faix

John Fennell

Fife Family Foundation

John Fleckner and Laura Feller V
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Framme III

Mr. and Mrs. Morton H. Friedman

Alfred and Cecilia Fry H
Carrie T. Galeski

Patricia Garris F
Clifford Garstang V
Elizabeth M. German H
Constance Giarrusso

Noreen Goodson

Mr. and Mrs. Barry R. Green

William and Linda Green

Virginia Griffith

Emily Anne Gullickson

Annette and David Hagy

Jenean Hall

Robert Hall

Suzanne Harley

Ann N. Harris

Carol Hart

Laura Hawley-Jarvis

Carl J. Hayslett H, V
Llewellyn Hedgbeth

Ann E. Henderson

Dan Henry

Darlene Herod

Sue Hoffman C
Mr. and Mrs. Guy W. Horsley

Michael House V
James M. Howard H
Jennifer Howard C, H, F, V
Linda and Roger Hultgren C
Arthur Impastato V
Kathleen James-Chakraborty

Elaine Johnson-Dull

Anne Johnston

Willa S. Kalman

Sue Kellon and Robert Lee

Elizabeth Kerr

Sandra Kidd F
Richard King

John Kneebone and Elizabeth Roderick

Sarah Kreger

E.H. and Beverly Lammay

Stanard F. Lanford

Judith Lanoux

John Mason Lee+ and Holly Antrim

Patricia and Stephen Lemon

Edie and R. Chambliss+ Light, Jr. F
Barbara Vines Little+ F
Patricia Little-Taylor H
John Jefferson Looney C
Bobbie Lublin

Lisa MacArthur

Dr. Brian M. Magee

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Marston

Carolyn Marvil

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Mattox

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald P. McCarthy

Trudy and Larry McCarty

Debra A. McClane V
Lisa McLaughlin

George and Anna McLean F
Brian McNeil

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel T. McNeny II H
Elizabeth McWhirt

Dr. and Mrs. Mark H. Merson V
Tommy Michaels

Jane Michel H
William F. Milam

Frances E. Millhouser C
Lyle W. Minter

Tracy Molnar

Mr. and Mrs. John Morris H
Mr. and Mrs. James Morton F
Susan Murphy

Erica Naone

William Neale

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Nicholas

W.K. Norman Jr. F
Lorraine North

Stephen Nugent

Nancy Enikeieff Ody

Charles Ohlinger H, F
Theresa Okes H
Mark Olinger F
Victoria Parrish

Kathy Patterson C, V
Richard Payne

Sharon and Edson Pederson

Margaret Peters

Clorisa Phillips

Jennifer Pina F
Peter Piness F
David Poole

Peter Porrazzo F
Daniel Ream and Lucretia McCulley C, H, V
Deborah Rice C
Sheila A. Ritter H
Dr. and Mrs. Franklin+ E. Robeson

Bartley H. Robey H
Avis B. Robinson

Nancy Rodrigues and Michael Abley

Laurie and Penn Rogers F
Hugh Rowland F
Mildred W. Runkle

John A. Rupp

Fran M. Sadler+ C, H, V
Emily and John Salmon V
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Sanders II

Thomas Schleicher

George Schneickert

John Schoeneck

Anne D. Schwartz V
Lynn Schwartz V
Henry Sharp

Judith M. Sheldon

Julia L. Shields H
James and Elizabeth Shirley

Barbara Shoff C
John Shuck

Ellen Shuler V
Mark Singer V
McNeale T. Smith H, V
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Sue Smith

Catherine Southworth C, H, F
Rosemary Spell

Joseph Stainback IV H
Alicia Starliper

Sharon K. Steo

Greg E. Summy F
Christine Sweeters

Dr. Kristin M. Swenson and Dr. Craig Slingluff, Jr. V
David Swords

Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Szucs

Francis Terminella

Margaret R. Thomas V
Richard Toler

Dianne Tomasek F
Lynn and Barry Trott

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas M. Valentine

Dudley Cabell Vest C, F
Ed Via

Virginia Genealogical Society

The Virginia Society of the Dames of the             
Court of Honor

Stephen Waite

Jessica B. Ward

Ann Warner

Sandra Warwick

John B. Wells

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh A. West

Karen Stultz Whetzel H
Charles W. Whitlock F
Kathryn L. Whittington

Sandra and Roger Wiley C
Lauri Willner

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wills

Mauri and Amy Winegardner

E. Tayloe Wise V
John F. Wood and The Honorable M. Hannah Lauck

Thomas Wood F
Virginia Steele Wood

Darlene Woodfin

Nat Wooding F
Frances Woods

David Woodson H
James W. Wrenn

Antoinette Young C, H
Jingjie Zhang

Matching Gift Companies

The following companies supported the philanthropy 
of their employees by matching their contributions. 
Please contact your human resources office to find out 
whether your company has a matching gift program.

Atlantic Union Bank

Dominion Energy 

Microsoft Corporation

Palo Alto Networks

Honor Gifts of $500–$999

In honor of Robin Baliles
David and Susan Landin

In honor of William P. and Martha Jane Becker
Julian Bivins

In honor of Dennis Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Selby

In honor of Art Collin
The Aaron M. Priest Literary Agency, Inc.

In honor of BK Fulton and Jackie Stone
Mary Trigiani

In honor of Marianne Julienne and Trenton Hizer
Marietta Julienne

In honor of Mary Moon
John J. Davies III

In honor of Frank Monroe Rowland, Sr.
Hugh Rowland

In honor of Emily Golightly Rusk
Genealogical Research Institute of Virginia

In honor of Brent Tarter
John Jefferson Looney

In honor of Sandra Treadway
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Framme III

Edie and R. Chambliss Light, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh A. West

In honor of Natalie von Seelen
Mary Ege

In honor of Carole M. Weinstein
Jane Joel Knox

In honor of the Woodson Family
David Woodson

Memorial Gifts

In memory of Martha Betty Tinsley Andrews
Marcia Swenck

In memory of James B. Askew
Ann McCauley Askew

In memory of Elizabeth Agnes Crane Barker and 
Clyde Monroe Barker
A. Lisa Barker

In memory of Sara Bearrs
Marina Heiss

Arthur Impastato

In memory of Lt. Col. S. Woodruff Bentley, Sr.
Claire P. Bentley

In memory of Denise Booth
Mary Carroll

In memory of Susan Brumfield
Dale Brumfield

In memory of Mary Fisher Bryant
Sarah Bryant

In memory of Earle and Virginia Chesson
Michael Chesson

In memory of Ruth Michaels Claveloux
Marie Claveloux

In memory of George Dudley
Gordon Dudley

In memory of Albert Ebelein
Suzanne Harley

In memory of John J. Finerty
Carol G. Finerty

In memory of our beloved grandfather and too many 
of his well-deserved family titles to list
Stephen Waite

In memory of Gil Green
Georgie Smith Green

In memory of Dennis Maher Hallerman
Anne Hallerman

In memory of her parents and brother – Page Turner 
Hancock, George Whitmore Hancock, Sr., and 
George Whitmore “Whit” Hancock, Jr.
Ellen Hancock Wickersham

In memory of Thomas Jernigan, immigrant ancestor 
(VA), 17th century
Jane Michel

In memory of Helen Byrd Johnson
Elaine Johnson-Dull

In memory of F. Claiborne Johnston Jr. and John Metz
Dr. Sandra G. Treadway

In memory of Virginia Christine Jones
Leigh and Sandy Vaughan

In memory of Katherine Cullen King
Richard King

In memory of Audrey McElhinney and Pierre Courtois
Catherine G. Obrion

In memory of David McGrann
Christy Wooddy

In memory of John Metz and Audrey McElhinney
The HF Group

In memory of Evelyn Watts Fears Moore
Wanda Fears

In memory of Philippa Osdene
Roger D. Neathawk

In memory of Wendell Scott
Karen Stultz Whetzel
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In memory of Grace Kenyon Singer and Luke 
Gregory Singer
Mark Singer

In memory of Kenneth H. Sweeten
Lena McDonald

In memory of Jean Hartley Taylor
Rickey Davis

In memory of Angolan – William Tucker
Wanda Tucker

In memory of Raymond E. Watson, Sr.
Judith Watson Tidd

In-Kind

Donna Andrews

Robin Baliles

Paul Brockwell

Billy Bryan

Jeanette and Duane Burpoe

Cabell Childress Group

Cadence Theatre

Dana Chaney and Shareef Tahboub

Chrysler Museum

Jeffrey Dreyfus and Bob Headrick

Frontier Culture Museum

Groovin’ Gourmets

Gunston Hall

Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation

Jordana and Sam Kaufman

The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association

The Richmond Forum

Richmond Triangle Players

Science Museum of Virginia

Studio Two Three

Swift Creek Mill Theatre

The Trigiani Sisters

The Valentine

Virginia Arts Festival

Virginia Film Festival

Virginia Genealogical Society

Virginia Humanities

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Virginia Museum of Natural History

Virginia Opera

Virginia Repertory Theatre

Visual Arts Center of Richmond

Waterman’s Surfside Grille

Yes, And! Theatrical Co.

Donors to the Collections

On behalf of the Library, the Library of Virginia 
Foundation gratefully accepted donated collection 
items between July 1, 2024, and Oct. 31, 2025, 
from the following individuals and organizations.

James Alder

Chaz J. Arban

Roy Archbell

Debbie Ashley

Elaine Bankston

Mary E. Barnes

Barbara C. Batson

Nora Beatty

Bedford County Museum and Genealogical Library

Elizabeth Begley

Jessica Bennett

Denise Bethel

Marion Bethel

James Blackford

Danya McIntyre Bogart

Glenda C. Booth

Susan Borland

Brenda Bradt

William L. Brauer

Mr. and Mrs. Peter E. Broadbent, Jr.

Craig Buettinger

Edward Douglas Burgess

Kevin Burke

Betty Burnett

Jacqueline C. Cahoon

Ashley Calkins

Tom Campagnoli

Central Rappahannock Regional Library

James Coakley

Sonya Coleman

Jean L. Cooper

Dr. Rose Marie Cooper

James Cortada

Debbie Crawford

Robert Crist

Marian Crow

Culpeper County Library

Clyde P. Davis

H. Benson Dendy III

Martha Dodd-Slippy

Alexa Edlund

Mr. and Mrs. Conley L. Edwards III

Richard Efford

William T. Elliott

Gregory Embree

Mark Fagerburg

Leo C. Forrest

Friends of the Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library

Richard Garlock

David Gilbert

LaRoux K. Gillespie

Patricia Given

Dr. Carolyn Kreiter Gómez-Foronda and               
Mr. Patricio Gómez-Foronda

Cheryl Goucher

Robert N. Grant

Sonia Greene

James R. Greve

Richard Groover

David Hacker

Susan Hankins

John T. Harding

William Harlowe

Bonnie P. Harris

Dr. Maureen Harris

Wag Harrison

Marcia Hart

Dr. Wayne Haston

Janice M. Hathcock

Carl J. Hayslett

Llewellyn Hedgbeth

Robert Leo Heilman

Elizabeth Herzfeld

Robert Hill

Historic Germanna

Theodore Holmes

Raphael Hubin

Rebecca Hudnall

Faye Hurst

Ikebana of Richmond

Elizabeth Imburg

Judy Jamison

Betty Johnson

Steven Johnson

Louise G. Jones

Susan D. Jones

Ed Jordan

The Honorable Tim Kaine

Mary Margaret Kastelberg

Mary L. Kayaselcuk

Melva Kishpaugh

Joseph D. Lahendro

League of Women Voters

Whitney Lendway

Bob Lipper and Margaret Edds

John P. Mahoney

Andrew Maneval

Harvey Seward Martin

Marcos Martinez

Jennifer Matthews

Linda Matthews

William McAllister

Marianne M. McKee

Bill McKenney

Artistine Mears-Lang

Susan L. Owen Miles

Dale Molina

Monumental United Methodist Church

Elizabeth Moore

Therese Morse

Suzanne Harman Munson

Sonja Musser

Evelyn Thomas Nolen

Dr. and Mrs. Edward C. Oldfield III

Cynthia Page

Patrice Owens Parker

Richard Payne

Robert Pillis

Jessica and Wayne Pooley

Kathy L. Power

Allen Lee Price

Kathryn Purselle

Tom H. Ray

Cindy Ebert Rayburn

Roger Gates Reed

Steven Reiss

Margaret Rice

Selden Richardson

Maria W. Rippe

Catherine Rothman

Lisa Rowley

Sally Rude

Richard Sarver

Joyce Schmidt



Beth Askew
Paying Forward a Lifetime of Blessings

Beth Askew caught her first “library world break” when Emily 

Lawrence held open a page position for her in the Boys & Girls 

Department at the Richmond Public Library while Askew was 

away on a family trip. After two years as a page, Askew graduated 

from Westhampton College and earned a scholarship from the 

Library of Virginia to attend Rutgers University’s Graduate School 

of Library Service.

Her career began at the Richmond Public Library, continued 

at the Research Library of the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond, 

and came full circle when she returned to Richmond Public 

Library to open its Business, Science and Technology Reference 

Section. There, she worked alongside Becky Walker — an expert 

librarian, mentor and dear friend.

In 1980, Askew became head of the Fairfax County Business 

Library before changing careers to become a stockbroker with 

Wheat First Securities. Her commitment to libraries never waned; 

she volunteered weekly at the Tysons-Pimmit Library and later 

served on the Fairfax County Library Foundation Board.

Driven by her belief that libraries are vital to democracy, 

Askew chaired the Virginia Library Association’s Legislative 

Committee, advocating for full funding of the Commonwealth’s 

State Aid Formula for Public 

Libraries.

To many, that might 

sound like “all work,” but 

Askew loves libraries, the 

people who staff them and 

the people who use them. 

Continuing education and 

technical skills demand ongoing learning, and Askew wants to 

help the Library of Virginia provide resources for its team to 

deliver “the BEST” for Virginia’s citizens. Emily Lawrence and 

Becky Walker got Askew started as mentors for “the BEST” in 

the library profession. “Let’s all support others who love the 

profession and their work to keep fit and up to date,” said Askew.

To honor the mentors who shaped her career, Askew 

established the Elizabeth Engle Askew Fund through annual gifts 

to the Library of Virginia Foundation. Created in memory of 

Walker and Lawrence, her “little project,” as she affectionately 

calls it, supports training and professional development for the 

Library’s staff, volunteers and partners. She has also included 

the Foundation in her estate plans through a legacy gift to help 

another important area of the Library’s work.

“I’ve lived a lifetime full of blessings,” says Askew, “and my 

support of the Library of Virginia is my way of paying it forward.”

The Library of Virginia and its Foundation are incredibly 

grateful for Askew’s leadership and vision. Now more than ever, 

donors like Askew are answering the call to action to help ensure 

that the Library of Virginia and libraries across the nation remain 

trusted educational institutions. If you would like to join her by 

contributing to the Askew Fund or learning more about how you can 

bolster the Library’s work in the areas of conservation, education 

and community outreach, please contact Elaine McFadden at 

elaine.mcfadden@lva.virginia.gov. n
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Let’s all support others 

who love the profession 

and their work to keep 

fit and up to date.”

“

George Schweitzer

Robin Sculthorpe

Gary Sheffer

Charlotte Sherman

Donna Shumate

C. Ruth Simmons

Christie Simmons

Thomas Slaydon

Nancy Sorrells

Martha Ann Spruill

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Sharon K. Steo

Kit Stevenson

Selma E. Stewart

Gregory L. Taylor

Dr. Welford D. Taylor

Susan Banks Tetterton

Timothy Thompson

J. Richard Toler

Richard Torian

Donald R. Traser

R. Michael Valentine

Nancy Van Auken

Consuela Van Seters

Virginia Museum of History and Culture

Virginia State Horticultural Society

Kelly L. Waldron

Elizabeth F. Wallace

Warrenton Presbyterian Church

Margaret Monroe Webb

Michael Whalen

Gordon White

Ellen Hancock Wickersham

Nathaniel Riddick Withers

Nat Wooding

Woodland Restoration Foundation

Elise Hofheimer Wright

Stephen Yarbrough

Jane D. Yoder

Walter H. Young

Every care is taken to make sure our donor list 
is accurate. If there is an error in this listing, 
please accept our sincere apologies and notify the 
Foundation office by calling 804.692.3592.  

SUPPORTING CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR LIBRARY STAFF

Beth Askew reviews a historic Virginia document in the Library’s Special 

Collections Reading Room. Askew has established a fund to support training 

and professional development for the Library’s staff, volunteers and partners.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Honor Roll continued



in circulation WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT THE LIBRARY

1. Author and historian Laura E. Helton signed books after 

discussing her work “Scattered and Fugitive Things: How 

Black Collectors Created Archives and Remade History” 

during her Carole Weinstein Author Series talk in September.

2. Attendees at our Transcribe-a-versary Celebration in 

September posed for a group shot on the stairs. This yearly 

event celebrates the volunteers who contribute to our Making 

History crowdsourcing program. 

3. Visual artist and educator Em White (center) led a workshop 

on creating cyanotypes at the Library in honor of this year’s 

Virginia Archives Month theme, “Oh, Snap! Photography in 

the Archives.” The workshop was part of an Archives Month 

open house in October that also included tours of the Library, 

archivist talks and maker station crafts.

4. During our symposium inspired by the exhibition “House 

to Highway: Reclaiming a Community History” in October, 

historian Gregg Kimball (left) moderated a panel discussion on 

grassroots historic preservation efforts with (from left to right) 

Sesha Joi Moon, co-founder and executive director of The JXN Project; Viola Baskerville, former Virginia Secretary 

of Administration and former member of the Virginia House of Delegates; and Ana Edwards, a public historian and 

assistant professor of African American history at Virginia Commonwealth University.

5. Award-winning author and culinary historian Michael W. Twitty took a selfie with fans during the book signing 

following his Carole Weinstein Author Series talk on his new book, “Recipes From the American South,” in October.

6. Historian Jody Lynn Allen discussed her book “Roses in December: Black Life in Hanover County from Civil War 

to Civil Rights” in October.
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Help the Library of Virginia 

conserve the treasures of the 

Commonwealth. By adopting an item

for conservation in your name, or 

as a gift to honor others, your fully 

tax-deductible donation will keep 

Virginia’s history accessible and

alive for generations to come!
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ADOPT 
VIRGINIA 
HISTORY

Below is a selection of what is available for adoption 
at www.lvafoundation.org/Adopt:

VISUAL STUDIES COLLECTION

1. Virginia Exposition 1888. Opens Oct 3rd 

Closes Nov 21st, At the Historic City Richmond. 
$1,000

MAP COLLECTION

2. Gray’s New Map of Liberty, Bedford County, 

Virginia, 1878

$1,000

VISUAL STUDIES COLLECTION

3. Metric System by the American Metrological 
Society (Poster) 

$500

Adopt Virginia History items are updated regularly as items are identified for conservation. If you would like more information, 
please contact Elaine McFadden, director of development, at elaine.mcfadden@lva.virginia.gov.
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The Virginia Shop at the Library of Virginia | Tues.–Fri. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Virginia Shop at the Capitol | Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

www.thevirginiashop.org | 804.692.3524
email: shop@thevirginiashop.org

VIRGINIA
PROUD
Show your Virginia pride with a state seal 
item! At the Virginia Shop, you’ll find a variety 
of drinkware, wearable items and elegant 
keepsakes like Jefferson cups, brass bookends 
and a special commemorative coin. Find the 
perfect gift or treat yourself and bring home a 
bit of the Commonwealth.
 
Visit in person or shop online anytime at 
thevirginiashop.org.


