FAIR USE a7usc.s107

Section 107 of the “United States Code” recognizes that some uses of
copyrighted material do not require obtaining formal permission from the
copyright holder.

COPYRIGHT LAW
IN THE UNITED
STATES

(17 U.S.C. §§ 101-1511)

BEING FAIR WHILE
YOU CREATE!

This doctrine establishes the statutory framework for determining the fair
unlicensed use of copyright-protected work and it identifies “criticism,
comment, news reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research” as examples
that may qualify as fair use.

Federal copyright law can cover original
material works of authorship such as
paintings, photographs, illustrations,
musical compositions, sculptures,
literary works, architectural works, sound

recordings, audiovisual creations, etc. Courts typically evaluate the practice of fair use based on four key factors:

It grants a legal right of ownership to 1. The Purpose and character of the use.

a copyright holder (often the creator or
publisher) by which only the holder can
make copies of the original work.

2. The Nature of the copyrighted work.

bit.ly/VAARCHIVESMONTH24

3. The Amount of the portion used in relation to
the copyrighted work as a whole.

Materials protected by copyright law
cannot be legally reproduced or replicated
without the copyright holder’s permission.
However, there are some exceptions.
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4. The Effect upon the potential market value of
the copyrighted work used.

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA
800 East Broad St. | Richmond, VA 23219 | www.lva.virginia.gov

AN INTRO TO
FAIR USE

THIS ZINE SHOULD BE VIEWED AS AN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE AND NOT LEGAL ADVICE.
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GET INSPI
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RED. BE CREATIVE. GIVE CREDIT.

ADVERTISEMENTS - AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS - BOOKPLATES - EPHEMERA - FASHION
PANELS - ILLUSTRATIONS - MAPS - PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTIONS - RECIPE BOOKS

or VIRGINIA

BIT.LY/VAARCHIVESMONTH24
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